Art & Design Progression Ladder
Year R
Year 1
Nursery

By the end of Reception (ELG):
(Creating with Materials, Being Imaginative & Expressive)
Children safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques,
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.
Children share their creations, explaining the process they have used
Explores different materials freely, in
order to develop his/her ideas about
how to use them and what to make
Is developing his/her own ideas and is
then able to decide which materials
to use to express them
Exploring and
Developing Ideas

Explores, uses and refines a variety of
artistic effects to express his/her
ideas and feelings
Is able to return to and build on
his/her previous learning, refining
ideas and developing his/her ability
to represent them

Can join different materials and
explore different textures
Shows different emotions in his/her
drawings and paintings, like
happiness, sadness, fear etc

By the end of Year 2: Children start to understand how ideas are developed
through processes. Children build up resilience to getting things wrong and
trying again. Children practise and share their learning and skills with others,
receive and offer feedback to improve.
National Curriculum: Children produce creative work, exploring their ideas
and recording experiences.
Respond positively to ideas and
Respond positively and extend ideas
starting points
and thinking from initial starting
point to finished product.
Explore ideas and collect information, Reflect upon and discuss a range of
discuss successes and areas for
their work and identify specific ways
development.
in which they might improve it.
Describe differences and similarities
and make links to their own work
Try different materials and methods
to improve, and talk about results

Creates collaboratively sharing ideas,
resources and skills

Colour wheel, mixing, primary colours, shapes, features, line, texture, marks,
artwork
Vocabulary

Drawing

Year 2

Reception

(Creating with Materials, Being Imaginative & Expressive)
By the end of Reception (ELG): Children safely use and explore a variety of
materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture,
form and function.

Make informed choices on which
material would be suitable for a
particular purpose and talk about
what they would do to
change/improve their work.

Use key vocabulary to
demonstrate knowledge and
understanding in this strand:
work, work of art, idea, starting
point, observe, focus, design,
improve.
Explore, develop, developing,
Continue to explore vocabulary
respond, create, design,
from Year R and Year 1.
compare, contrast, evaluate,
similarities, differences,
materials, methods, links, collect,
retrieve, genre, generation,
history, past, present
By the end of Year 2: Children begin to explore different techniques involved
in drawing such as shading, thick and thin lines, patterns and shapes as well as
using different surfaces to draw on. Children are also exposed to using
different materials to draw with such as pencils, felt tips, charcoal, crayons,
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Children share their creations, explaining the process they have used

Uses drawing to represent ideas like
movement or loud noises

Experiment with line, making and
describing different lines.
Make lines that change direction.

Can create closed shapes with
continuous lines, and is beginning to
use these shapes to represent objects

Make lines that change direction

Is drawing with increasing complexity
and detail, such as representing a
face with a circle and including details

Return to and build on their previous
learning, refining ideas and
developing their ability to represent
them.

Use appropriate language to describe
colours, media, equipment and
textures.

Shapes, fine line, marks, observational drawings, detail, thick, thin, shade
Vocabulary

Painting

By the end of Reception:
(Creating with Materials, Being Imaginative & Expressive)
By the end of Reception (ELG): Children safely use and explore a variety of
materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture,
form and function.
Children share their creations, explaining the process they have used

chalk and pastels.
National Curriculum: Children become proficient in drawing techniques.
Children use drawing to develop and share their ideas, experiences and
imagination.
Draw lines of varying thickness
Continue to experiment with line.
And tone by making light/dark
Develop skills and control with
marks.
art materials such as blending
chalk and oil pastels.
Experiment with pencils, chalks,
pens, pastels and crayons
Use dots and lines to
demonstrate pattern and texture
(scribble patterns, mixing, zigzags)
Experiment with tone by making
light and dark marks.
Use different materials to draw,
for example pastels, chalk, felt
tips and crayons

Use key vocabulary to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding in this
strand: portrait, self-portrait, line
drawing, detail, landscape, cityscape,
building, pastels, drawings, line, bold,
size, space.
Continue to explore vocabulary from
Year R

Continue to build on skills using a
variety of drawing techniques
such as hatching, scribbling,
stippling and blending.

Build on knowledge and
experience of different media
and the effects these give eg:
pencils of different grades,
rubbers, crayons, oil and chalk
pastels

Continue to explore and extend
vocabulary from Year R and Year 1
and discuss:

Detail, magnify, pattern, texture,
bold, light
cross-hatch, dots, bold, size, space
By the end of Year 2: Children can explore using a variety of different
brushes to see what happens. Children begin to learn the primary
colours and experiment with mixing paints to understand tone and
secondary colours.
National Curriculum: Children become proficient in painting techniques.
Children use painting to develop and share their ideas, experiences and
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imagination.
Naming and matching different
colours

Begin to explore colour and colourmixing and paint on different
surfaces.

Exploring different colours and
making decisions on preferred colour
choice

Name the primary and secondary
colours and discuss how these
colours change.
Find collections of colour, such as
different sorts of blue.

Explore and make as many tones
of one colour as possible using
primaries and white.

Exploring different media to create
marks and effects (including paint
brushes, sponges, cotton reels, cotton
buds, scrapers, fingers and twigs).

Experiment with different sized
brushes (including brushstrokes)
and other painting tools,
developing skill and control when
painting.

Selecting appropriate tools and
discussing why these would
suitable for their work eg a small
paintbrush for small, detailed
marks.

Mixing colours to fit a purpose.
Suggesting suitable colour choices
and why these would be suitable

Mix primary colours to make
secondary colours

Discuss and compare light and dark
colours. What do they notice, what
colours could have been added to
make these colours?

Add white and black to alter tints
and shades

Experiment using and mixing
primary colours to make
secondary. Make suitable colour
choices for purpose.
Darken colours with and without
using black.

Paint, Paintbrush, pallet, colour wheel, mixing, primary colours, light, dark,
Vocabulary

Sculpture

By the end of Reception:
(Creating with Materials, Being Imaginative & Expressive)
By the end of Reception (ELG): Children safely use and explore a variety of
materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture,
form and function.
Children share their creations, explaining the process they have used

Use key vocabulary to
demonstrate knowledge and
understanding in this strand:
primary colours, secondary
colours, neutral colours, tints,
shades, warm colours, cool
colours, watercolour wash,
sweep, dab, bold brushstroke,
acrylic paint.
Continue to explore vocabulary
from Year R and discuss:
Tint, shade, Secondary colours,

Continue to explore and extend
vocabulary from Year R and Year
1.

Continue to explore and extend
vocabulary from Year R and Year
1 and discuss tertiary colours.

By the end of Year 2: Children have the opportunity to use a variety of
materials for sculpting and experiment with joining and constructing. They
begin to use the correct vocabulary associated with sculpting and construction
to demonstrate their understanding of the skill.
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Working with an adult to explore a
range of different modelling
materials.

Begin to explore making sculptures
using a range of natural and
manufactured materials, e.g. clay,
card, stones, sticks, feathers, shells

Work with an adult to explore
different ways of moulding and
shaping modelling materials.

Begin to explore a range of
techniques to mould and shape
materials, e.g. clay, sand, playdough,
mud
Begin to create and explore shape
and texture in modelling materials

Use appropriate language to describe
media, equipment and texture.

Shape, texture, mould, clay, roll, cutting, pinching, statue, model, sculpture,
building, balancing, creating, design, natural, man-made, material,
Vocabulary

Collage

By the end of Reception:
(Creating with Materials, Being Imaginative & Expressive)
By the end of Reception (ELG): Children safely use and explore a variety of
materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture,
form and function.
Children share their creations, explaining the process they have used

National Curriculum: Children become proficient in sculpting techniques.
Children use sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and
imagination.
Use a variety of natural, recycled and Continue to explore a variety of
manufactured materials for sculpting, natural, recycled and manufactured
e.g. clay, straw and card
materials for sculpting, e.g. clay,
straw, card and recycled materials.
Children to make choices about which
materials would be most suitable for
the intended purpose.
Use a variety of techniques, e.g.
rolling, cutting, pinching, twisting,
stacking and rolling coils.

Build on skills and techniques and
experiment with overlaying and
overlapping to create effects.

Use a variety of shapes, including
lines and texture

Replicate patterns and texture in a 3D
form.
Use decorative techniques on
modelling material including dots,
different lines (smooth and textured).

Use key vocabulary to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding in this
strand: sculpture, statue, model,
work, work of art, 3D, land art,
sculptor, carving, sculpture,
installation, shapes, materials,
pyramid, abstract, geometric.
Continue to explore vocabulary from
Year R and discuss:
3D, sculptor

Continue to explore and extend
vocabulary from Year R and Year 1
and discuss:
3D, carving, installation, pyramid,
abstract, geometric, natural, recycled,
manufactured
By the end of Year 2: Children will have the opportunity to explore creating a
variety of images on different backgrounds with a variety of media,
e.g. paper, magazines, etc. Children experiment with sorting and arranging
materials and refining their work.
National Curriculum: Children become proficient in other art, craft and design
techniques – collage.
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Working with an adult to explore a
variety of materials (paper, card, and
newspaper), tools (scissors) and
techniques (cutting, ripping and
tearing).

Begin to explore and manipulate
materials to achieve a planned effect.

Explore materials and say what they
like and dislike and say why

Choose and discuss different
materials and how they might use
them
Experiment to create different
textures

Use simple tools and techniques
competently and appropriately.

Beginning to understand that
different media can be combined to
create new effects

Vocabulary

Textiles

Texture, collage, shapes, cut, tear, glue, stick, materials, pattern

By the end of Reception:
(Creating with Materials, Being Imaginative & Expressive)
By the end of Reception (ELG): Children safely use and explore a variety of
materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture,
form and function.
Children share their creations, explaining the process they have used
Experiment using different materials
and textiles to create a simple
weaving using materials such as
paper and twigs.

Children develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using texture,
line, shape, form and space.
Use a combination of materials that
Independently work through a design
have been cut, torn and glued
process to create a finished product.
Process to include sketching a design,
cutting out the desired shapes and
placing materials for purpose.
Sort and arrange materials and
discuss how they might use them
Add texture by mixing materials
Create collages using a selection of
different materials such as tissue
paper, newspaper, cellophane and
different thicknesses of paper.

Sort and arrange materials to decide
on which is best to achieve planned
effect for the final product
Arrange and re arrange materials to
create the planned effect using a
selection of suitable collage materials
and discuss why these would work.

Use key vocabulary to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding in this
strand: collage, squares, gaps,
mosaic, features, cut, place, arrange.
Continue to explore vocabulary from
Continue to explore and extend
Year R and discuss:
vocabulary from Year R and Year 1.
Arrange, features, place, mosaic,
gaps
By the end of Year 2: Children have the opportunity to look at and practise a
variety of techniques, e.g. weaving, dyeing and plaiting. They explore which
textiles are best to use and produce the best result.
Children will also explore decorating and embellishing their textiles to add
detail, colour and effect.
National Curriculum: Children become proficient in other art, craft and design
techniques – textiles.
Children develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour,
pattern and texture.
Show pattern by weaving
Develop skills creating texture
Continue to build on weaving skills
and understand the process and some
techniques using a variety of suitable
materials.
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Vocabulary

Use wax resist method and brusho
(batik)

Use a dyeing technique to alter a
textile’s colour and pattern

Experiment using different materials
and textiles such as felt, fabric,
ribbons, raffia, binka, sequins,
weaving, ‘over/under’

Decorate textiles with glue or
stitching, to add colour and detail

Textiles, fabric, stitch, cloth, decorate, weaving
By the end of Reception:
(Creating with Materials, Being Imaginative & Expressive)
By the end of Reception (ELG): Children safely use and explore a variety of
materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture,
form and function.
Children share their creations, explaining the process they have used
Printing objects to make pictures,
patterns and textures.

Printing
Begin to explore using a variety of
objects and materials to produce
simple prints.

Use appropriate language to describe colours, media, equipment and tools.
Print, printmaking, colour, shape, line, pattern, texture, mark
Vocabulary

Use a dyeing technique to alter a
textile’s colour and pattern (beach
bags)
Continue to explore and embellish
different ways to decorate textiles
with glue or stitching, to add colour
and detail

Use key vocabulary to demonstrate
Use key vocabulary to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding in this
knowledge and understanding in this
strand: textiles, fabric, weaving,
strand: textiles, fabric, weaving,
woven, placemat, loom, alternate,
woven, placemat, loom, alternate,
over, under, decoration, decorative,
over, under, decoration, decorative,
batik dye, dye, wax, resist, crayons,
batik dye, dye, wax, resist, crayons,
ink, apply, set.
ink, apply, set.
Continue to explore and extend
Continue to explore and extend
vocabulary from Year R
vocabulary from Year R and Year 1.
By the end of Year 2: Children experiment with shape and pattern, looking at
repeated patterns and different materials to make texture,
e.g. sponges.
National Curriculum: Children become proficient in other art, craft and design
techniques – printing.
Children develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour
and texture.
Copy an original print
Use a variety of materials, e.g.
sponges, fruit, blocks and polystyrene
tiles to create an image/repeated
pattern.
Demonstrate a range of techniques,
e.g. rolling, pressing, stamping and
rubbing to produce a clean printed
image.
Use key vocabulary to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding in this
strand: colour, shape, printing,
printmaking, woodcut, relief printing,
objects.

Make informed choices about the
best material to use for a particular
print and why it would be suitable to
achieve planned effect.
Continue to explore printing simple
pictures and designs with a range of
materials and techniques with
increasing control.
Use key vocabulary to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding in this
strand: colour, shape, printing,
printmaking, woodcut, relief printing,
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By the end of Reception:

Work of Other
Artists

Vocabulary

Say what they like or dislike about an
artist’s work.

Artist, artwork, likes, dislikes
Kandinsky, Matisse, David Hockney, Andy Goldsworthy

objects, stencil, repeating pattern,
regular/irregular patterns, monoprint
By the end of Year 2: Children have the opportunity to learn from the works
of famous artists, studying their techniques and processes. They will be
exposed to a range of different artists through history throughout KS1.
National Curriculum: Children understand the work of a range of artists, craft
makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between
different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.
Describe the work of famous, notable
artists and designers
Express an opinion on the work of
Express feelings and preferences
famous, notable artists
about artists/designers/craft-makers
work with reasoning.
Use inspiration from famous, notable Compare similarities and differences
artists to create their own work and
between the work of other artists,
compare
designers and craft-makers and their
own work.
Use key vocabulary to demonstrate
Use key vocabulary to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding in this
knowledge and understanding in this
strand:
strand:
Artist, designer, craft-maker,
Artist, designer, craft-maker,
opinions, likes, dislikes,
opinions, likes, dislikes,
Peter Hayes, Emily Myers, Hilary
Kandinsky, Yoyoi Kusama, Roy
Simms, Helen Baines, Patrick Heron,
Lichtenstein, Tim Lamon, John Dyer
Rob Ryan, Claude Monet, Sophie
and Nixiwaka Yawanawa, Andy
Egler, Georgia O’Keefe
Goldsworthy, Henry Moore, Barbra
Hepworth, Chris Jordan

