English
Portfolio

English at West Hove
Infants

At West Hove Infant School we aim for children to:
•
have an interest in words and their meanings and develop a growing vocabulary.
•
be able to and enjoy communicating effectively in a range of contexts and develop a
positive attitude to themselves as communicators.
•
be able to use their reading skills to read and respond to an extensive range of texts
(including literature from different times and cultures, information and reference
texts, media texts and online social and collaborative communications), thinking
critically and creatively.
•
become increasingly fluent and accurate in expressing their thoughts and emotions,
imagination and creativity orally and in writing.
•
understand a range of text types and genres and be able to write in a variety of
styles and forms appropriate to the situation.
•
develop a life-long love of books and stories.
•
be able to write effectively for a variety of purposes and audiences.
•
have the knowledge of and ability to use the main conventions of language.
•
be reflective learners, who are always looking for ways to build-on and improve their
literacy skills.
•
be collaborative learners, who are able to offer constructive feedback and criticism
to their peers.

Curriculum Overview
Our Curriculum Maps, detail all of the
opportunities for the teaching and
learning of all strands of Reading,
Writing, Speaking and Listening
throughout each year.

Please go to OUR
WEBSITE:
http://www.westhoveinfa
nts.co.uk/ourcurriculum/schemes-ofwork/
to see our English
curriculum planning in
full.

Curriculum Drivers :

S.E.E.D.

Standards

Engagement

Diversity

Enquiry

‘Seed for learning’
‘Life-long learning’

Standards

At West Hove Infant School, we value and model a love of
English at every level.
We celebrate the children’s achievements and successes in
classrooms and throughout the school environment.
A love of reading is fostered through immersion in a rich
variety of texts and by building topic and English lessons
around quality authors and exciting, engaging writing.
Children are given time to think imaginatively, critically and
make changes to their own work. They take part in self- and
peer-assessment and use ‘polishing pencils’ to edit and
improve their work.

Consistency of expectations
across both sites: planning,
moderation. High quality
resources, modelling and
displays

Teaching children
explicitly the
importance of having
a goal and working
hard to achieve it.
Target setting, PSHE
curriculum and
assemblies, Special
Mention & Star of the
Week

Having high expectations of all pupils. Thorough
assessments in place and a dynamic approach to
interventions to ensure all pupils reach their
potential: Pupil progress, achievement team &
Spotlight meetings

Standards:

Achieved by…

Teaching children
about aspirational
people: Nelson
Mandela, Mary
Anning, Neil
Armstrong

Developing a positive
attitude to the
process of learning:
Learning
Characteristics,
Growth Mindset,
Learning Model,
Learning Ladders

Challenge for all children at all
levels in all subjects: marking and
feedback, mastery approach,
self/peer assessment, polishing
pens, challenge partners, ‘Deep
Dive’ challenges

Year R

Year 1

Year 2

Local
environment:
walks, beach visit,
Wish park

Engagement

Visits and visitors:
e.g. Zoolab, Space
Dome

‘Stunning Starts’,
‘Fabulous Finishes’
Learning outside.
Active Learning.
Sports & PE

Use of ‘Learning
Model’. Brain
breaks. Talk for
Writing

Theme days:
Superhero Day,
Art Day, French
week

Clubs:
Storybones, Lego
club, Science,
Art & Craft etc!

First hand
experiences.
Investigations.
Problem Solving.
Mastery &
Challenge. Cross
curricular links

Challenge for all:
Challenge Partners,
Professor Prove it, ‘Deep
Dive’ challenges

Using children’s ideas as
starting points.
Wonderful World of
Me. Home Learning
Projects

Enquiry:
Encouraging
children to…
Express opinions.
Listening to and
respecting other’s
opinions

Generate their
own questions.

Investigate &
Problem solve.
Exploring maths
and science
concepts: Lego
club, Science
club

Learn through Play:
Active Learning,
Exploring, Innovating,
Creating
Reason, Reflect and
Justify: ‘Professor
Prove It’

Achieve Mastery –
Depth of
Understanding

Use questions which
promote exploration and
discussion of ideas – no
right or wrong answers

Use creative and Critical
thinking: Growth Mindset,
Learning Characters

Work with
Challenge Partners

first hand

experiences
Use team work:
Discussion and
Negotiation

Knowledge of other
cultures and
communities both in
school and further
afield: Around the
World, Rainforests,
French Week, people
from different cultures/
countries

Local community:
Children’s
Parade, Let’s
Dance

Diversity:
Diversity of
language: Sharing
home languages,
French

British
Values:
preparation
for life in
modern
Britain

Through
celebration and
awareness of…

A PSHCE curriculum
that explores
the diversity of gender
representation, race,
religion and family units
in our community

Awareness of
others:
Displays,
Wonderful
World of Me!

Festivals: Eid, Diwali,
Christmas, Chinese
New Year

Respect: Challenging
stereotypes, Behaviour and
Anti-Bullying, Restorative
Justice, Refugee Week

Supporting my child at
home…
The school’s topic-based approach offers all pupils a
wealth of opportunities to express themselves in speaking,
listening and writing and to access a wide range of quality
texts and resources, both at home and at school.

Termly topic grids and weekly home learning in Years 1 &
2 offer opportunities for children to express themselves
and consolidate what they’ve been learning at school.

World Book Day

Community Involvement
At West Hove Infants, we are massively lucky to have some of the most supportive families
in the world!
Parent volunteers come in every day to read and write with children from every year group
and offer dedicated support across the school.
Parents and members of the local community often visit the school to give talks and join us
on our school trips, helping to create exciting opportunities for children’s writing.

