Year R

Autumn - Bears, Bears, Bears!

Core Knowledge
Literacy








To know what some letters look like and
the sounds they represent.
To hear and write the initial sound in words
To know what rhyme and alliteration are and to be able to spot
these in spoken words
To recognise familiar words and signs such as my name.
To read individual letters by saying the sounds for them.
To blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words
made up of known letter–sound correspondences
To begin to recognise and read some ‘Busy Bee’ (tricky) words

Science




To know that there are different types of bears and to name
them.
To discuss similarities and differences between bear species
To know key facts about bears, such as their diet, habitat and
physical characteristics

Key Vocabulary
 Cubs: A baby bear
 Hibernate: This is when an animal sleeps deeply for the
whole winter
 Habitat: Where an animal lives
 Omnivore: An animal that eats meat and vegetation
 Diet: What an animal eats

Key Locations
 The Arctic circle: This is where Polar bears live
 Asia: This is where Sun bears live
 China: This is where Panda bears live. They can be found in
the mountains and also in Panda centres
 America: Black bears live here in forests and
mountains

Types of bear

Spectacled bear

Fun Facts
Panda bears mainly eat
bamboo.

Grizzly and black
bears can go for 100
days without eating
or drinking during
hibernation.

The bottoms of polar bears’
paws are covered with fur to
keep them warm and stop
them from slipping on the
snow and ice.

Polar bears don’t hibernate!

Can you find out a fact about
a Sun Bear?

Key Learning
Art: In Art the children will learn a variety of key Art skills, such as colour mixing and using shapes to represent objects and people. After October half term we will be
using these skills to make drawings of bears. These are highlighted in inks to create bold and beautiful paintings.
Science: In Science the children will be exploring key concepts such as light and dark and rotting. We will begin doing simple experiments as a class, making predictions and having a
‘good guess’ about what might happen. One of our experiments involves some cheeky bears that hide in a dark, dark cave. The children predict which colour bear they will be able to
see before having a peek to see if they were right.
PE: In PE the children will be learning key hall skills, such as being able to move safely in the space and ‘freeze’ when they hear the tambourine. We will be learning about these through
exciting games played alone and in partners with our new friends. We will be able to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm
and develop control and grace as we combine movements. We will watch and talk about dance and performance art and express how it makes us feel.
The Natural World: As the end of our first half term approaches, the children will be learning all about the season of Autumn. We will go on an ‘Autumn Hunt’ looking for signs of the
changing season all around us in nature. We will also learn about Harvest time both now and long ago. This will also be supported in our mornings in Saplings our outdoor classroom.

Other Learning
Maths: Count accurately with objects to 5, recognise numerals 0-5
 To use numbers 1-5 for calculations and problems.
 To learn number bonds to 5 (pairs that add together to make 5 in total).
 To use everyday language to describe events, the passing of time and shapes.
Computing: To learn how to use a computer mouse.
 To create pictures on the computer using age appropriate software.
PSED: To talk about what makes them feel happy, scared, safe.
 To know our school rules, why we have them and how they keep us safe.
 To know that some behaviour is unacceptable and know what to do if they have been upset or are
worried.
Understanding the World (People and Communities): To recognise that people have different beliefs
.and celebrate special times in different ways.
 To learn about special festivals such as harvest festival, Diwali, Hannukah and Christmas.

Environmental Links




Learning to take care of the plants and trees in
Saplings area.
Looking for signs of living things in Saplings and
observing.
Discussing what the term endangered means when
learning about bears.

