
Friday 29th November 2024

Hove Learning Federation 
School/Portland Road

Newsletter

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88971413131 

Dear Families,

It has been a very busy week in school over the last seven days. As well as our Ofsted last
Tuesday and Wednesday at the infants, we also had our IQM inspection on Friday. We would
like to say a huge thank you to all of you for your support, well wishes and responding to
'Ofsted Parent View' over the last week. Your wonderful comments were truly appreciated. We
will be looking forward to sharing the outcomes with you, hopefully by the end of term and if
not early January when we receive the final reports. 

Our two schools are very special places to work and learn, and all the pupils and staff are very
passionate and proud to be a part of our learning communities. We know our parents/carers
are also very aspirational for the school and want to do their very best for us. 

This week we have shared our FAQs for the consultation with all our stakeholders and have
responded to many questions during our sessions with parents/carers. These meetings have
been very purposeful and it has been a privilege to talk to so many of you. Your passion and
love of the schools is tangible. Through these meaningful discussions 'key themes' have been
identified, and the FAQs will be updated this coming Monday via email and on the school
websites in response to these questions. The relationships with our families is very important to
us and are built on trust and at the heart of everything we do. 

Spaces are still available for consultation meetings next week, and we look forward to
welcoming more of you into the school to meet with us all. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88971413131
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88971413131


Diary Dates
2nd December - PR Author Visits
5th December - Reindeer Run and PTA Events  -
PR
11th December - Christmas Dinner
12th & 13th December - YR & Y1Christmas
Performances
16th December - Y3 Fab Finish
17th December - Y4 Fab Finish
17th December - YR Christmas Parties
18th December - Y2 Christmas Performances
18th December - Y5 Fab Finish
19th December - YR Teddy Bears Picnic
19th December - Y1 & Y2 Christmas
Entertainment and Parties
19th December - Y6 Fab Finish 

Please continue to keep in contact with us – should you have any questions or concerns,
contact us via the following: 

West Hove Infant School 
hollandroadenquiries@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk 
01273 916707

Hove Junior School
hollandroadenquiries@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk
01273 916707 

Hove Junior School Inclusion Team
inclusionteam@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk
01273 916609

Best wishes, 
Maddie Southern
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A few weeks ago, Year 4 were lucky enough to take part in a Fizz Pop
Science workshop in their own classrooms, all thanks to the PTA,
who gave money for each year group to have an experience day. 

During the workshop, the children were taught the fundamentals of
sound, including how sound is made, and how it travels, and took
part in a carousel of activities to see and hear sound in action. The
activities included good old fashioned cup phones, making sounds
with an array of objects, listening to and measuring sound with tools
like a stethoscope, and even making their own instruments. As I'm
sure you will know (and have heard), the children made their very
own kazoo using everyday objects like straws, lolly sticks and elastic
bands. The straws inside the lolly sticks vibrate when the air from
your mouth passes through; science is fantastic! 

The children had a wonderful time exploring sound and I know that
they learned a lot from the day. Thanks again to the PTA. 

Here are some photos of the children in action. 

Year 4





Cross country ‘24 and Athletic opportunities 

On Wednesday 13th November, Miss Anglada and Mr Cheng took a group of 40
year 5 and 6 children to the Primary Cross Country. The event took place at
Waterhall Playing fields, the children had to run 2000m (2km) across a
challenging course that took them up some pretty big hills! The sun shone all day
and the energy and atmosphere was electric! Seeing 1,114 children taking part
from 43 primary schools from across the city was pretty amazing! 

We were so impressed with all the children who took part- you 
were all fantastic and represented the school brilliantly, 
special mention to the Yr 5 and year 6 Boys team (top four 
runners/ a team) that achieved 4th position in their year 
group race and Year 6 Girls that achieved a whooping 2nd 
place! 
And some of these children will go through to finals in March!! 
We are all very proud! 

The top 20 finishers in each event were given a letter at the finish. This gave 
them and their parent / carer information about the Sussex School Games 
Cross Country event on Thursday 27 March 2025 at Crawley Rugby Club. The 
parent/carer will need to speak with the school to make sure they are happy for 
them to attend on this date. Any questions about this please do get in touch 
with Miss A. 

If any of your students would like to get involved with more running or athletics 
in B&H please do point them in the direction of the FREE junior parkruns that 
are in Brighton and Hove: 

Preston Park home | Preston Park junior parkrun, Brighton |Preston Park junior 
parkrun, Brighton 
Hove Park home | Hove Park junior parkrun | Hove Park junior parkrun 
Queens Park home | Queen’s Park junior parkrun, Brighton |Queen’s Park junior 
parkrun, Brighton 

There are also 2 junior clubs in the city: 
Brighton Phoenix 

PE Update
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Finally, thank you also to all the parents who helped support and get children to
the event. It was great having you all cheering the children on.
Here are some of our best results and highlights of the afternoon!
Well done everyone! 

Club news — Brighton & Hove Athletic ClubBrighton & Hove Athletic Club
(brightonandhoveac.com) They do have waiting lists for their junior sections.
Freedom Leisure also run Junior drop in Athletics sessions at Withdean
Withdean Athletics Academy (briefyourmarket.com) 

Junior Events:
Brighton Half Marathon Junior Event Saturday 1 March 2025 More
Information can be found here: Take part in the Youth Races - Brighton Half
Marathon (Flyer also attached)
Brighton Marathon -Brighton Marathon Miles will take place again in 2025. Mini
Mile | Brighton Marathon Weekend 

Name

Oscar W Year 5 boys 

Donny

Katherine Yr6 Girls

Scarlett

Vincent Yr6 boys

Ollie 

Position

6

20

9

10

11

13 
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November 2024

Dear Parents / Carers

RE: Plastic Free Lunches

The Eco Councillors have noticed that there is a lot of plastic waste at break times and after lunch. 
So have launched a reduce plastic waste project. 
The ideas we have come up with are: 

1)   Use re-useable bottles for water/juice/squash 
2)   Put sandwiches into a reusable container, grease-proof paper or a paper bag 
3)   Buy whole fruit to chop up and put into a reusable container 
4) 
5) 
6) 

Buy a large packet of crisps and put 1 portion per day into a reusable container 
Buy a large pot of yoghurt and put 1 portion per day into a reusable container 
Re-use tinfoil and grease-proof paper 

7)  Use metal/bamboo cutlery 
8)  Make your own reusable containers by using: 

*Margarine tubs 
*Ice cream tubs 
*Take-away containers 

Thank you for your support on helping to make our school more eco-friendly. 

With best regards, 

Hove Junior Eco Councillors



PARENT GROUP
ANTI-RACIST

We're seeking for members of our
community to:

Attend meetings once per half term
to share positive work happening in
the school and ways to improve
Share their experiences with key
staff in the school

JOIN  NOW!
S IGN UP V IA

THE  QR
CODE



   

Update from the Smartphone Free Childhood Working Group: Device Agreement

If your child receives a device this Christmas, it could be useful to ensure everyone
in your family is on the same page about usage and rules, to maintain a peaceful
household over the holidays and beyond!

Below is a template for a junior device agreement, which you could adapt to your
own family’s needs and preferences. This example has been written with an 8 year
old receiving an iPad in mind. Attached with this newsletter is an editable template
of the device agreement for you to use. 

Our parent pact is still going strong, with more people signing up all the time. Every
parent or carer who takes the pledge helps take the pressure off all the children in
our community, ensuring they won’t feel left out for not having one.

Sign the Smartphone Free Childhood Parent Pact here.
 
Regular links 
As always, find more info on our page on the school websites:

-West Hove Infants 
-Hove Juniors

For friendly, informal discussion, support, and a space to ask questions about all
things smartphone, please join our WhatsApp groups:

-Portland Road site: https://chat.whatsapp.com/EHAccChfegl6OUUCkC7MMM
-Holland Road site: https://chat.whatsapp.com/CmBDzMPJH0X4MTRtmH3wde

Wishing everyone a great weekend!
All the best, the West Hove Infant and Hove Junior SFC Working Group 

https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/theparentpact#:~:text=Smartphone%20Free%20Childhood%20is%20a%20grassroots%20movement%20on,or%20social%20media%20before%20the%20age%20of%2016
https://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/parents/smartphone-free-childhood-campaign/
https://www.hovejuniorschool.co.uk/page/?title=Smartphone+Free+Childhood+Campaign&pid=302
https://chat.whatsapp.com/EHAccChfegl6OUUCkC7MMM
https://chat.whatsapp.com/CmBDzMPJH0X4MTRtmH3wde


Device Rules, Guidance and Expectations - Our Family Agreement 

 Managing my time 

 Thinking before acting 

 Coping with distractions 

Child’s Section 

● I will not not use my device whilst walking about.

● I will only use my device at mealtimes if agreed with 

I understand that having a device is a privilege and a responsibility.

I agree to the following: 

● I will never share my device access code or passwords with anyone other than
up/s. 

● I won’t lend my device to others. 

● I will ask permission before using my device.

● I will keep track of and respect the time limits agreed for use on the device and apps.

● I will leave my device in the agreed place when I go to bed and when I am not using it.

● I will not take my device into my bedroom.

● I will only take my device out of the house when agreed with my grown up/s. 

my grown up/s. 

 my grown 



● I will not change my password or access code(s).

● I know my grown up/s will make random checks.

● I will contribute towards the expense of repairing the device if I break it or lose it.

● I understand that the replacement might not be the device of my choice.

● I understand the device may be taken away if I don’t use it responsibly or if I don’t behave 
respectfully. 
● I understand my friends may have different rules and settings on their devices. 

● I respect that my grown up/s make their decisions based on keeping me safe. 

● My grown up/s will make sure friends are aware of the rules in our home.

● I will tell my parents if my friends bring devices to playdates/ sleepovers.

● My friends will have to follow these rules too if they bring a device to our house. “Our home, 
our rules”. 

● I will always get permission before downloading apps or making any purchases.

● For any approved apps that require an online profile, I will create these with my grown up/s.

● I will not accept phone calls/ Facetime/ video calls or respond to messages from unknown 
numbers/ people. 
● I will act responsibly, and I understand that everything I do on my device will be reviewed by 
my grown up/s. 
● I will never take embarrassing photos/ videos of others.

● I will tell my grown up/s if I see anything worrying or that upsets me.

● If I make a mistake or something makes me unhappy, I will come to you knowing you will 
support and help me without over-reacting. 

 Being accountable for my actions 



Grown-up’s Section 

We know that everyone makes mistakes, and we also know that sometimes things might happen with
your device that are not your fault. 

We agree to the following: 

● We will listen to you when you tell us about something that makes you uncomfortable. 

● We will try not to overreact if you make a mistake. 

● We will try to learn new things so that we understand the apps you want to use. 

● We will set a good example with our own device use. 

REMEMBER: If you make a mistake or if something is making you unhappy, you must let 
grown up/s know. We promise to support and help you xxx 



Parent and Carers Questionnaire: Mental Health and Wellbeing Provision

My name is Issy, and I am a trainee Education Mental Health Practitioner (EMHP) at Hove
Juniors School. I am part of the School's Mental Health Service from Brighton and Hove
Council. 

We’d really appreciate your help in completing this anonymous questionnaire to gather
insights about your awareness of mental health support at the school and in the local area.
Your responses will help us figure out how we can enhance mental health support for your
children. 

This survey is part of a broader effort to understand mental health services at Hove Juniors
School and in the surrounding community. We'll speak with children, parents, carers, and
school staff to gain a full picture. 

Completing this survey should take about 5-10 minutes. If more than one parent or carer in
your family would like to complete this questionnaire, you’re welcome to re-click the original
link to generate a blank questionnaire. 

If you need assistance or have any questions, please feel free to contact me at:
issy.jackson@brighton-hove.gov.uk.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this brief survey, we really appreciate it.

Parents and Carers Survey: https://forms.office.com/e/yKYYH64MpT

mailto:issy.jackson@brighton-hove.gov.uk
https://forms.office.com/e/yKYYH64MpT


Best Children’s Books for Primary School Children: Christmas 2024 Gift Guide
(https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/primary-school-book-gift-guide/?

utm_campaign=Nov%203%202024&utm_term=Christmas%20Gift%20Guides:&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_source=directmailmac) 

Books make a superb choice of Christmas gifts for children. From timeless bedtime stories and
curious information books to festive favourites and glorious gift books, we’ve selected our top
recommendations for book gifts for children in their primary years.

Head to our Book Gift Guide for Ages 3-5 to find bookish Christmas presents for EYFS children.
There, you’ll find Christmas nativity stories like Twinkly, Twinkly Nativity, classic story books
like The Tiger Who Came to Tea, and beautiful bedtime story compendiums to treasure, such
as Axel Scheffler’s Treasury of Fairy Tales.

In this year’s Book Gift Guide for Ages 5-7, we ho-ho-hope you’ll love the selection of
recommended books for KS1 children. Whether you are looking for fun, festive read-alouds like
The Christmasaurus and the Night Before Christmas or laugh-out-loud Christmas Eve
adventures like Santa Needs a New Bum, we’re sure this guide will fill your little ones with
festive cheer. 

Browse our Book Gift Guide for Ages 7-9 to find presents for children in Years 3 and 4. We’ve
also included popular favourites like The Wild Robot and super fun choose-your-own-
adventure style books like Solve Your Own Mystery: The Monster Maker, as well as impressive
knowledge compendiums like the Britannica Encyclopedia Infographica.

In our Book Gift Guide for Ages 9-11, you’ll find a range of reading styles and interests covered
for years 5 and 6. Whether you are looking for jolly, festive stories like The Christmas Carrolls,
music-filled interactive adventures like The Boy Who Slept Through Christmas or information
books for curious minds like Hamza’s Wild World, we hope the books in this selection find their
way into plenty of Christmas stockings this year.

Each of the guides includes purchasing links and a printable PDF version to share with your
school community.

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/primary-school-book-gift-guide/?utm_campaign=Nov%203%202024&utm_term=Christmas%20Gift%20Guides:&utm_medium=email&utm_source=directmailmac
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eddiecockerell@westhove-inf.brighton-hove.sch.uk
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Parent/carer support 

Is your child not able to attend school? 
Do you need support with your 

Wednesday 11th
December

10-11.30am at 
ALCAMPO LOUNGE,

LONDON ROAD 

For more information, please contact 
Sharyn.brazier@brighton-hove.gov.uk OR
jo.roeg@brighton-hove.gov.uk 
Family Support Workers from the Schools Mental Health
Service

 

The Schools Mental Health Service is now on Fa-
cebook - please follow us for news on events for 
parents and families from us and our partners 

 child or want to meet others in 
the same situation? 

Come along to our parent/carer drop in: 

FacebookFind us at 

mailto:Sharyn.brazier@brighton-hove.gov.uk
mailto:jo.roeg@brighton-hove.gov.uk
mailto:jo.roeg@brighton-hove.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61566486159819&locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61566486159819&locale=en_GB




https://benefits-calculator.turn2us.org.uk/

https://client.simplythankyou.co.uk/co2neutral/login.php

https://www.nea.org.uk/get-help/

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/energy/energy-supply/

https://www.groundwork.org.uk/services/energy-efficiency-and-fuel-poverty/

https://www.thepsr.co.uk/

https://benefits-calculator.turn2us.org.uk/
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Adult cycle training courses in Brighton & Hove 

 

Whether you’re a complete beginner looking to start cycling or a regular cyclist who want 
to brush up on their skills, our instructors will tailor a cycle training session to suit you. 

We offer one to one or small group training courses 

For details of adult courses please visit 
www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/city-cycling-skills-and-training 

For further information please email east.central@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

mailto:east.central@brighton-hove.gov.uk
mailto:east.central@brighton-hove.gov.uk




anonymous email address 
and items can be requested and left in the school reception area.

Fred the Shed is a school community non profit
sharing shed that can help with non perishing
items to those who are finding it especially
hard in the current climate.

fowhis@gmail.com
 

Our aim is to help as many families in our school
community as possible and it is run by volunteering
parents and carers, the sharing shed completely
relies on donations of non perishable items which
can be dropped into either school reception areas.

OPEN every Friday
after school

along with Fred’s free bakery
which comes from generous

volunteers from Olio

If you don’t feel comfortable with approaching the sharing shed, please email our

fredshedschoolroad@gmail.com

Fred the Shed is located in the juniors
front playground just next to the main gates

If you'd like to support Fred the Shed with your time, contact 
To keep Fred stocked, there are collection bins in both school receptions.

mailto:fowhis@gmail.com
mailto:fowhis@gmail.com
mailto:fredshedschoolroad@gmail.com
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