
Dear Families,

Thank you all for your continued support this half term. We hope you enjoyed parent's evening and it has
been wonderful to see so many families coming into school to share their children's learning this half term.
We would be really grateful if you could take the time to  help us to improve these events by taking part in
our school survey. The links to access the survey are as follows:

WHIS - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6HTRRGK

HJS - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/573SQ6G

Thank you also to all our wonderful volunteers across the school's community. Your support with events like
the Spooky Discos, 'Fred The Shed' our sharing food shack, 'Saplings' and reading volunteering across the
school is so greatly appreciated by the whole staff. This years Spooky Discos at Holland Road and Portland
Road were really inspiring and the pupils had such a wonderful time taking part in the dancing and other
activities on offer. We are looking forward to the School Road Spooky Disco after half term. 

Our Eco Councils on all our sites have also been very busy organising their book swaps to recycle old and
used books across the school. Thank you to all of you who donated books for this sharing community event.
We are looking forward to setting up more eco community events across the academic year inspired by your
children.

Please let us know if you still need spaces for our afterschool provision at the School/Portland Road sites.
We are considering extendeding the size of the club, as it has been so popular with families, and we will
keep you up-to-date with this after half term. 

Have a wonderful half term and we look forward to seeing you on Tuesday 5th November. Monday 4th
November is a school inset day.  

Friday 25th October 2024

Hove Learning Federation 
School/Portland Road

Newsletter

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6HTRRGK
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/573SQ6G


Diary Dates

Please continue to keep in contact with us – should you have any questions or concerns, contact us via the
following: 

West Hove Infant School 
admin@westhove-inf.brighton-hove.sch.uk 
01273 733386

Hove Junior School
portlandroadenquiries@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk
01273 916609

Hove Junior School Inclusion Team
inclusionteam@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk
01273 916609

Best wishes, 
Maddie Southern

28th Oct - 1st Nov - Half Term
4th November - INSET Day
5th & 7th November - Year 5 Brighton &
Hove Museum trips
7th November - Year 6 Height & Weight
Checks
7th November - SR Spooky Disco
8th November - KS2 Times Table Rock Star
Day
15th November - Children in Need - dress
down day

Prospective parent visits
School Road Reception visits:

Monday 11th November - 9.30 & 10.45
Wednesday 13th November - 9.30 & 10.45
Wednesday 20th November - 5pm
Monday 13th January - 9.30

Portland Road Year 3 visits:

Monday 11th November - 6pm
Monday 18th November – open morning



Eco Book Swap

On Wednesday 16th October, we held a book swap to recycle
unwanted/unused books and give them a new home.
Both eco councils from the Infants and Juniors helped to organise the event
and sorted the books into helpful categories. 
It was wonderful to see so many children excited to take home new books to
enjoy!

Thank you to all families who kindly donated such wonderful books.



Lego donation for School Road
Lego have kindly donated a big box of Lego to our School Road site. 

A big thank you to Matthew Normington for arranging this donation!



500 Words Competition
 
The 500 Words Competition is the UK’s largest story-writing competition for primary-aged
children. The aim of the competition is to get children of all abilities and backgrounds to use
their creativity and imagination to write a story that they would love to read themselves. 

Cost: Free 

About 500 Words: The 500 Words Competition was launched in 2011 by Chris Evans when 
he was the presenter of the Radio 2 Breakfast Show. Since its launch, it has received over 
one million stories from children around the UK. After a brief pause, the 500 Words 
Competition is returning to the BBC where it will be hosted by BBC Breakfast, supported by 
BBC Teach and a group of partners that include leading UK publishers and literacy 
organisations. 

There are two age categories: 5-7 and 8-11 year-olds. Entries are invited for an original 
piece of prose fiction, written in English, that is no more than 500 words long. All stories are 
judged on characterisation, plot, originality, language and enjoyment. 

Volunteer judges and official partners The Reading Agency whittle down the thousands of 
entries over two rounds of judging to produce a list of 50 finalists. The winners are chosen by 
a panel of judges made up of children’s authors. 

The gold, silver and bronze winners for each age category will have their stories read by a 
celebrity guest reader at the grand final on World Book Day and each winning story will 
receive its own illustration by a top children’s illustrator and will be included in an exclusive 
500 Words winning stories book. 

Timetable: 



 



 




 

Registration to be a volunteer judge opens in August.
The 2024 competition opened for entries on 24th September 2024.
The deadline for entries is 8th November 2024.
The winners will be announced on World Book Day, 6th March 2025. 

Further resources 

     Watch the 500 Words Live Lesson 2024 from September on CBBC, BBC iPlayer and 
BBC Teach. 

Read the top 50 stories from last year’s 500 words competition. 

Authors share some Tips and Tricks on how to write your best story. 

Find ideas to support and inspire young writers aged 5-7 and 7-11 from the BBC and 
partner organisations. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/articles/zct8h4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/articles/zct8h4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/articles/zct8h4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/articles/z7df46f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/articles/z7df46f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/articles/z7df46f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/tips-tricks/zjrv46f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/tips-tricks/zjrv46f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/tips-tricks/zjrv46f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/learning-resources-5-7/ztqk239
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/learning-resources-5-7/ztqk239
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/learning-resources-5-7/ztqk239
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/learning-resources-7-11/zp2dxg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/learning-resources-7-11/zp2dxg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/learning-resources-7-11/zp2dxg8


 

Update from the Smartphone Free Childhood Working Group

Sign the Smartphone Free Childhood Parent Pact here

STOP THE PRESS! We are top of the East Sussex leaderboard, with almost 14% of
parents at West Hove Infants and Hove Juniors signing up - that’s 164 children! 

The Parent Pact signals your intention to delay giving your child a smartphone until
they reach the age of 14. It’s voluntary and non-binding, but with all these sign ups, it
will get easier and easier to change the conversation and conventions around
smartphones for our kids. So please sign up, your input will continue to make a huge
difference for everyone at the school.

Want to see a breakdown per year? Chances are, someone else in your child’s
class has signed up too - we’d love to hear from you if you’ve started chatting to
others in your child’s class about smartphones, and the pact.

YrR 10%
Yr1 18%
Yr2 14%
Yr3 11%
Yr4 19%
Yr5 15%
Yr6 12%

Regular links 
As always, find more info on our page on the school websites:

-West Hove Infants 
-Hove Juniors 
 
For friendly, informal discussion, support, and a space to ask questions about all things
smartphone related, please join our WhatsApp groups:

-Portland Road site
-Holland Road site
 
Wishing everyone a great weekend!

All the best, 
the West Hove Infant and Hove Junior SFC Working Group 

https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/theparentpact#:~:text=Smartphone%20Free%20Childhood%20is%20a%20grassroots%20movement%20on,or%20social%20media%20before%20the%20age%20of%2016.]
https://parentpactresults.smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/
https://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/parents/smartphone-free-childhood-campaign/
https://www.hovejuniorschool.co.uk/page/?title=Smartphone+Free+Childhood+Campaign&pid=302
https://chat.whatsapp.com/EHAccChfegl6OUUCkC7MMM
https://chat.whatsapp.com/CmBDzMPJH0X4MTRtmH3wde


PARENT GROUP
ANTI-RACIST

We're seeking for members of our
community to:

Attend meetings once per half term
to share positive work happening in
the school and ways to improve
Share their experiences with key
staff in the school

JOIN  NOW!
S IGN UP V IA

THE  QR
CODE



c o l @ n i w b h . o r g





Groups and Courses for Parents and Carers 

At Moulsecoomb Family Hub Centre, Hodshrove Ln, Brighton and Hove, Brighton BN2 4SE

Book your place at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/907695911907?aff=oddtdtcreator 

“I found it hugely helpful
- thank you!!! I’ve been
in this situation for so
long now with my little
boy, and now my little
girl is struggling with
school” 

Monthly support group for parents of children
having difficulties accessing school 

Our family support workers run a monthly drop in group for
parents/carers of children struggling to attend schools . It’s a
place to get support and meet others in the same situation.
The next meet up will be on Thursday 17th October 11-
12.30pm at the Al Campo Lounge, London Road 

For more information or further dates please email 
Sharyn.Brazier@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

This is a 90 minute session to support parents/carers and provide strategies and tech-
niques to help manage anxiety. There will also be opportunities to ask questions and
meet other parents. 

Areas covered include: 
What is anxiety and where does it come from? 
How does anxiety impact on our children?

Tue, 26 Nov 2024 11:45 - 13:30 

Helping Children/Young People Cope With Anxiety

and Build Resilience 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/907695911907?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/907695911907?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:Sharyn.Brazier@brighton-hove.gov.uk




eddiecockerell@westhove-inf.brighton-hove.sch.uk





4th October 2024: 10:30am-12:30pm
12th November 2024: 10:30am-12:30pm 

The aim of this webinar is to provide you with an awareness of safer sleeping
messages and how you can support parents/carers in conversations around safer
sleeping and coping with crying babies. 

Learning Outcomes 
By attending this webinar you will be able to: 

This 2 hour webinar, delivered by nurses from the safeguarding children team, is
suitable for all professionals working with parents/carers who care for a young baby or
expectant parent(s). 

Current research will be presented to enable you to learn about the importance of 
sharing new safer sleep information with families and also how to have effective 
conversations around crying babies. 

Information and resources will also be shared to support your work in this important 
area of safeguarding. 

Training Objectives 

Please select the area which you work within and follow the instructions to book below:- West Sussex— please book your place via the

Learning Pool. If you do not already have an account you can request a new account. If 
you need any support accessing this course please contact the West Sussex team at learninganddevelopment@westsussex.gov.uk 
East Sussex—please book your place via the Learning Pool. If you do not already have an account, you will need to set up an account 
and search for the course. 
Brighton & Hove—please book your place via the Learning Zone. If you do not already have an account, you will need to set up an 
account and search for the course. If you need any support accessing this course please contact the Brighton and Hove team at 
BHSCP@brighton-hove.gov.uk. 

Upcoming Dates 

  List the key factors affecting vulnerability relating to Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) and Sudden Unexpected Death in 
Infants (SUDI) 
Have an improved awareness of safer sleep that will enable you to facilitate conversations with parents/carers in how to make 
every sleep a safer sleep. 
Explain the responsibilities of professionals in making safer sleep everyone’s responsibility in aiming to reduce the incidence of 
SIDs/SUDI. 
Explain about Abusive Head Trauma (shaken baby) and how it can happen. 

Recognise Abusive Head Trauma is a form of child abuse. 

Share the message that crying in babies is normal. 

Support parents/carers to soothe their baby. 

Support parents to cope with a baby’s crying. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Safer Sleep for Babies and Coping with a Crying Baby

What Everyone Needs to Know 

How to Book 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestsussexcpd.learningpool.com%2Fcourse%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D1203&data=05%7C02%7Cpaula.gridley1%40nhs.net%7Ccc3e41030a5f4c6a459c08dccdaf8fca%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C6386114011
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestsussexcpd.learningpool.com%2Fcourse%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D1203&data=05%7C02%7Cpaula.gridley1%40nhs.net%7Ccc3e41030a5f4c6a459c08dccdaf8fca%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C6386114011
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestsussexcpd.learningpool.com%2Flogin%2Fsignup.php%3F&data=05%7C02%7Cpaula.gridley1%40nhs.net%7C81e94c65ee044200fe8d08dc69ecfb08%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638501713762644070
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestsussexcpd.learningpool.com%2Flogin%2Fsignup.php%3F&data=05%7C02%7Cpaula.gridley1%40nhs.net%7C81e94c65ee044200fe8d08dc69ecfb08%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638501713762644070
mailto:learninganddevelopment@westsussex.gov.uk
mailto:learninganddevelopment@westsussex.gov.uk
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feastsussexcc.learningpool.com%2Fcourse%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D892&data=05%7C02%7Cpaula.gridley1%40nhs.net%7C74bccb8e95cf4363464308dccdacf2ce%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638611389899
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feastsussexcc.learningpool.com%2Fcourse%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D892&data=05%7C02%7Cpaula.gridley1%40nhs.net%7C74bccb8e95cf4363464308dccdacf2ce%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638611389899
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flearning.brighton-hove.gov.uk%2Flogin%2Findex.php&data=05%7C02%7Cpaula.gridley1%40nhs.net%7C167c1cec95cf496378da08dcce6ac44b%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638612205160736611%7CUn
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flearning.brighton-hove.gov.uk%2Flogin%2Findex.php&data=05%7C02%7Cpaula.gridley1%40nhs.net%7C167c1cec95cf496378da08dcce6ac44b%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638612205160736611%7CUn


https://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2023/03/Capture-1.png

https://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2023/03/Capture-1.png




anonymous email address 
and items can be requested and left in the school reception area.

Fred the Shed is a school community non profit
sharing shed that can help with non perishing
items to those who are finding it especially
hard in the current climate.

fowhis@gmail.com
 

Our aim is to help as many families in our school
community as possible and it is run by volunteering
parents and carers, the sharing shed completely
relies on donations of non perishable items which
can be dropped into either school reception areas.

OPEN every Friday
after school

along with Fred’s free bakery
which comes from generous

volunteers from Olio

If you don’t feel comfortable with approaching the sharing shed, please email our

fredshedschoolroad@gmail.com

Fred the Shed is located in the juniors
front playground just next to the main gates

If you'd like to support Fred the Shed with your time, contact 
To keep Fred stocked, there are collection bins in both school receptions.

mailto:fowhis@gmail.com
mailto:fowhis@gmail.com
mailto:fredshedschoolroad@gmail.com
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