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Dear Parents and Carers,  

As we come to the end of the summer term, we have so much wonderful news to share and so
much to celebrate. Firstly, we must say a huge well done to our Y6 and Y2 children for their
incredible SATS results and teacher assessments. Our Y1 children have also achieved stunning
phonics results and all other year groups from YR to Y6 have worked their socks off all year
and deserve every bit of their success. This is testament to the children’s hard work and the
unremitting efforts of our staff who work so tirelessly to support our children.  

This year, the children have embraced all aspects of their learning with enthusiasm, using our
learning powers of curiosity, independence, teamwork, creativity and perseverance every
minute of their time in school and at home. The children have also enjoyed many trips this
year and we are always so proud of their impeccable behaviour and the ways in which they
represent their schools when they are out and about. They are an ABSOLUTE CREDIT to us all. 

We are very grateful indeed to all the staff for their tireless hard work to support the children
both in their learning, play and friendships. During this period of transition, staff have also
supported the children on their journeys to become thoughtful, polite and kind citizens as they
move on to their new classes or schools. 

We are also extremely grateful to the junior staff who helped the infant children and staff
settle so beautifully and smoothly into their new home back in January this year. It is hard to
believe the younger children have not always been at Holland Road and the school has
become a vibrant and beautiful environment for us all.    



We are also very grateful to our wonderful PTA who raised an incredible £5,000 at our recent
summer fayre. We thank everyone who supported this event and we are especially indebted to
Zoe Bell and Sarah Pounds for organising this wonderful community occasion. Zoe and Sarah very
sadly step down from their roles this year. Do read on for our tribute to their contributions to
both the infant and junior schools over the last 11 years. This term we also say goodbye to Mrs
Harkness and Mrs Smith who say a few words in our final newsletter too. 

Very excitingly, work will be completed over the summer on the front ‘quiet area’ and garden
which is being resurfaced. This will provide further space for the children across the school to use
throughout the day. We can’t wait! 

Finally, all that remains is to wish ‘Good luck and Goodbye’ to our wonderful Y6 children as they
make the next steps to their new schools and new adventures. We wish you all a very happy and
healthy summer break and look forward to seeing you all in September. 

Please continue to keep in contact in with us – should you have any questions or concerns,
contact us via the following: 

West Hove Infant School  
hollandoffice@westhove-inf.brighton-hove.sch.uk      
01273 733386

Hove Junior School
hollandroadenquiries@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk
01273 916609

Hove Junior School Inclusion Team
inclusionteam@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk
01273 916609

Best wishes, 
Maddie Southern, Wendy Harkness, 
Lorna Cummings and Louise Smith

Diary Dates
Monday 18th July - Y1 & Y2 Sports Day AM at 
                                Brunswick School 

Wednesday 20th July - last day of term
                                        non-uniform day

Thursday 21st July - INSET Day
                                  no children in school

Thursday and Friday 1st & 2nd September - 
                                   INSET Days
                                   no children in school

Monday 5th September - first day of term

mailto:connaughtoffice@westhove-inf.brighton-hove.sch.uk
mailto:hollandroadenquiries@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk
mailto:inclusionteam@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk


WHIS 
Dear Parents & Carers, 

As this is the last newsletter, we wanted to update you regarding handover.  We have
worked with Mrs Southern and her team regularly to ensure a very smooth transfer of
leadership for our wonderful pupils and staff.

We both feel extremely confident that we are leaving our school in very safe hands. Mrs
Southern and her new leadership team are extremely excited about the journey ahead of
them and we wish them every success. 

It’s difficult for us to walk away from West Hove Infants as it has been part of our lives for so
many years but the time has come to say a final goodbye to you all. 

We can’t thank you enough for all your help and support. It’s been a real honour and
privilege. 

Once a West Hove-er….always a West Hove-er!! The school and you all,  will always have a
very special place in our hearts. 

Wishing you all a very restful and enjoyable summer holiday. 

Wendy & Louise 





Y1 have been exploring ceramic art. We've designed, made and painted
mini-beast paperweights. Don't they look fabulous!

Year One
Ceramic Art



Eco-Club

This month we have seen a sudden bloom in our mini meadow
here at Holland Road. The children in Year 1 & 5 have released

butterflies into the area and the whole school has loved spotting
them and bumble bees busily feeding on the wildflowers. The city's
representative for the One World initiative has even seen our mini
meadow and said it is the best in the city! Keep an eye out when

you come to collect your child from school!



Lorna and I just want to say a few words about two truly magnificent women: Zoe and Sarah.  

Modest and unassuming and with the children at heart of everything, our PTA leaders, Zoe and
Sarah, are never ones to blow their own trumpets. So we will instead…   

Zoe and Sarah were part of the original Connaught families who started when we were brand
new, 11 years ago. With a huge leap of faith and without a school building to visit, these were
the families who trusted us with their most precious possessions: their children.    

In those early days of just three classes, half a building and half a playground that resembled a
car park, a few parents, including Alice Guy and Jo French, set up the PTA from scratch.    

Over the years, many other families joined the school, but, as families came and went, Zoe and
Sarah remained absolute stalwarts of the PTA, organising so many wonderful events: parties,
discos, Summer and Christmas fayres, sponsored events, Easter Bonnet parades and anything
and everything in between.  As their children moved on to Holland Road they joined the PTA
and continued the fantastic work of the group.  

As leaders and in galvanising other families and local businesses, Zoe and Sarah have raised
tens of thousands for our beautiful schools. There is not an inch of the Connaught or Holland
Road which Zoe and Sarah have not impacted upon by tirelessly fund raising to provide play
areas such as the Paddock, toys, books, equipment and resources. How lucky we have all been!  

But, important though these lovely things are, under Zoe and Sarah’s leadership the PTA has
brought so much joy and enrichment to our children.  Always mindful of the financial
pressures on families and the school, Zoe and Sarah have directed funds to subsidise trips and
pay for countless special events and treats.  

They have also organised free and low cost PTA events.  Zoe and Sarah have also always been
mindful of those children who cannot access some activities and they were instrumental in
creating the sensory room at the Connaught for these children. For Zoe and Sarah care
passionately about inclusion and equity, sentiments that we wholeheartedly share. 

And what fun we have had along the way Zoe and Sarah! We had our hairy moments of power
cuts and IT faults, of overheated extension leads and gale force winds.  But, we’ve danced (oh
how we’ve danced!), we’ve laughed, we sometimes cried and, you know what ladies, it’s never
rained in all those years.  Nothing has ever rained on your parade.    

Zoe and Sarah, it is very hard to overstate how very, very grateful we are and how much we
will miss you both.  Thank you from all of us,   

Mrs Cummings and Mrs Smith 

Farewell and thank you to Zoe Bell and Sarah Pounds 



Photographs from the Summer Fayre 



The girls followed up their recent win with another excellent victory on another boiling hot day
against Hangleton.

Much like the last time we played Hangleton, the match was a very close affair, but it was
ultimately decided by two goals from us that bookended the match.

Jess scored with a strong finish right at the start of the match - possibly even within the first 15
seconds! Laila also scored with the very last kick of the game with a good strike that the goalie
couldn't keep out.

The rest of the game was very close, however, we definitely dominated the attack and had a few
chances either saved or narrowly missed. Before the second goal went in Hangleton did almost
get an equaliser with a ferocious shot hit from a long way out, but Sophia was equal to it and
tipped it round the post for a corner.

The most noteworthy thing to mention was that we had no substitutes and the seven
girls involved played the whole match with only a short break at half-time despite the
intense heat.

Two players that I felt played particularly well were Jess - who stepped up from vice-captain to
captain in Natalia's absence, and who really dominated on the pitch throughout - and Laura - who
absolutely bossed midfield and defence making plenty of tackles and breaking up play very well,
just like she had done in the previous match against St Andrews.

The girls have finished the season very strongly and this is also been highlighted in their style of
play. In the last two games, we have only conceded one goal, with the defence working very well
together. Jess and Lea also had some great moments passing between each other very effectively,
trying to keep hold of the ball as much as possible, which is something else that we've been
working on throughout the year and finally seems to have been clicking for the team.

It may turn out to be our last match with the term quickly running out, however ending with
back-to-back wins would not be a bad way to end the season, and I will of course let the team
know if we can squeeze in one extra match before the end of term.

Year 6
Football



On Thursday the 23rd of June, 36 pupils from year 4, 5 and 6 took part in the Brighton and Hove
Schools Withdean athletics competition. It was great to have the event take place again after
two years off. There were 48 schools taking part in the competition, over two days and
hundreds of children representing their schools throughout the city. What an atmosphere there
was!

Our team were phenomenal- everyone represented Hove Junior School fantastically, both in
athletic performance and team spirit. The noise from the stands was unfailing as enormous
support for each other was shown by all. The events we competed in were: 60/75m sprints,
standing long jump, vortex howler (throwing), relays and 600m running.

Overall we came away with lots of medals (8 in total!) and were placed 5th in our division. A
huge team achievement! Some incredible individual successes include: a gold for Alena in the
standing long jump. Bronze medals for Max, Nancy, Jess and Morrie in their field events. 2
medals for Chloe and a medal for Isaya in the 60m sprint!

Thank you also to all the parents who helped support and get children to the event.

You were all fantastic and we are very proud of you! Here are some highlights…

Year 4, 5 and 6
Withdean Athletics



Year 4 trip to Yellowave
Year Four had an amazing time on our Yellowave trip on Friday 17th June! We got to learn how to play
beach volleyball on real sand; worked collaboratively to create ecology-inspired posters about the
importance of caring for our natural world; and used litter pickers to help clean our lovely beach. In
the afternoon, we were lucky enough to get a trip on the Volks Railway, travelling up and down the
seafront waving at everyone. What a great time everyone had! 

A huge thank you to everyone at Yellowave for organising such a brilliant trip. We highly recommend
visiting!



Sports Week



How can children take part in the Challenge?

The Summer Reading Challenge is a flexible programme that is designed for all levels of
ability.

At the library
1. A child will visit their local library and
sign up to the Challenge for free. They
receive their Gadgeteers core pack poster.
2. They set a personal reading goal for the
summer (we recommend six books).
3. Borrow and read books, eBooks and
audiobooks of their choice.
They can read anything they like: fiction,
fact books, poetry, joke books, picture
books, graphic novels, audiobooks…
4. Collect special incentives from the
library each time they finish a book.
5. Receive a certificate and/or medal for
taking part, or for reaching their Challenge
goal.
In addition, libraries offer a wide variety of
events and activities for families to enjoy
throughout the summer.

The Summer Reading Challenge is open to all primary school-aged children.

The 2022 Challenge launches on Saturday 25th June in Scotland and Northern Ireland, and on
Saturday 9th July in England and Wales.*

*Regional variations may apply, so check with your local library to find out when Summer Reading
Challenge activity will start and end in your local area.

Summer Reading Challenge

Online
Alternatively, children can participate in the
Challenge online.
1. Sign up at summerreadingchallenge.org.
uk
2. Set a personal reading goal for the
summer.
Receive book recommendations and tips
for accessing books for free at home.
3. Each time they finish a book, the child
adds it to their online profile and leaves
a review. They unlock digital badges and
online rewards along the way.
4. Unlock a certificate for reaching their
Challenge goal.
Children can also play games, enter
competitions, share book recommendations
and more on our free, safe, moderated
platform.



If your child
receives benefits-
related free school
meals, FREE
holiday provision
is available across
the city as part of
the Summer
Holiday Activities
and Food (HAF)
programme. Learn
more and get
booked on now:
http://www.brighto
n-hove.gov.uk/haf

 

Holiday Activities and 
Food Programme

http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/haf
http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/haf
















ROOM TO NURTURE
ROOM TO LEARN
ROOM TO GROW

Dear Parents and Carers,

After a rewarding 20-year career in primary education, including five years at Hove
Juniors, I left the classroom to work more directly and personally with pupils. 
Since 2020, I have been busy supporting local children in their learning journeys. The extra
challenges caused by the pandemic has reinforced my belief that learning should be fun,
nurturing and personalised so every child is able to achieve to the best of their abilities.  
I now lead a team of very experienced qualified teachers and former teachers offering 1:1
tuition in the home. Our priority is to help every child thrive and grow as an individual. We
help children catch up on missed lockdown learning, boost their self-esteem and
encourage an academic curiosity.

If you would like to arrange a time to discuss your child’s needs, arrange a home visit or
just to find out more, please contact me at tutorroomltd@gmail.com

Many thanks, 
Rachel Dodson








