
Dear Parent/Carers,

Summer definitely appears to have arrived with the warmer weather and we have been very busy
outside in reception. Mr Kelsey and Mr Esposito have been working hard with the School Council this
term and the School Travel Advisor to promote sustainable travel to and from school and our art teams
across the sites have been working on our ‘Big Builds’ for the Brighton Festival.

The Infants School Councillors have come up with some great ideas to improve our back playground
and snack times while the WHIS Eco Committee have been preparing an assembly for next term to
share their plans to make the school an even more environmentally-friendly place to be. 

The Junior School recently undertook Parent/Carer Survey (the infants will be surveying parents and
carers in the summer term). 

Thank you for a very healthy response and your overwhelming support in all that we do. Our
appreciation of our school community is very welcomed by all our staff and we never take this for
granted. I would ask anyone who currently feels dis-satisfied by any aspects of our provision, to get in
touch with a relevant member of staff – particularly if they feel we have not been effective in dealing
with a previously reported concern.

Here are some headline data: 
97% of P/C say my child is happy at this school
97% of P/C say my child feels safe at this school
94% of P/C say the school makes me aware of what my child will learn during the academic term
93% of P/C feel that the teacher knows their child well
92% of P/C say there is a good range of subjects available to my child at this school
92% of P/C say my child can take part in clubs and activities at this school
89% of P/C say the school lets me know how my child is doing
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Diary Dates

Friday 8th April - Last day of term 
                              Non-uniform Day
11th - 22nd April - Easter Holidays 

Monday 25th April - Back to school

Monday 2nd May - Bank Holiday -
                                school closed

Tuesday 10th May -  RT & RS Paradise Park

Wednesday 11th May - RD & RSL Paradise Park

Monday, 13th June - 1D & 1G Woods Mill  

Tuesday, 14th June - 1C & 1B Woods Mill

The Juniors will be sending out a new questionnaire to our parent/carers with pupils on the SEND
register as we found quite a few parent/carers completed this section who did not have a child with
SEND. A new survey will be sent out before the end of term. 

Please continue to keep in contact in with us – should you have any questions or concerns, contact us
via the following:

West Hove Infant School  
admin@westhove-inf.brighton-hove.sch.uk      
01273 733386

Hove Junior School
portlandroadenquiries@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk
01273 916609

Hove Junior School Inclusion Team
inclusionteam@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk
01273 916609

Best wishes, 
Maddie Southern, Wendy Harkness and Ben Massey
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Year 1 enjoyed a fantastic workshop with Lewes Castle. The children learnt
all about the history of Lewes castle and what it would have been like to live
and work in a castle. 

The children were so excited to handle real artefacts and particularly
enjoyed trying on armor, including chain mail and plate armor. 

 

 

West Hove Infants

Year 1



At West Hove Infants, we have put together a list of books that we absolutely
love for each year group, and we wanted to share them with you!
To find our lists, head to our school website and check out the ‘Reading and
Phonics’ section underneath the ‘Our Curriculum’ tab.
We read loads of these books at school and have added more to the lists that
we’d recommend for the children to either read or have read to them at home.
Many of the books are linked to the topics we teach, but there are also some
classics that we just had to include!
Hopefully this list might offer inspiration if you’re planning presents or taking a
trip to the library or bookshop.
If you’d like to learn more about any of these books, please feel free to talk to
your child’s teacher.

Keep your eyes peeled for staff recommendations coming soon to our website.

Where to find books:

The Hove Library can be found at: 182 - 186 Church Road, Hove, BN3 2EG
Brighton Jubilee Library is on Jubilee Street, BN1 1GE
To buy books second hand, do visit the Oxfam Book shop on Blatchington Road
Alternatively, second hand books can be bought online at:
https://www.babybookswop.co.uk/
https://www.musicmagpie.co.uk/ 
https://www.amazon.co.uk (books on Amazon can be bought for as little as 1p
plus postage)
To buy books new, we recommend visiting The Book Nook on 1st Avenue in
Hove

 
 

 

Books we love at 
West Hove Infants
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What do you do at lunchtime?
 

Would you like to earn extra money?
 

Why not join our friendly team of lunchtime staff?
 

Hours: 12 noon - 1 p.m.
 

5 days a week
 

If you are interested or require any further details, then please
contact the school office

 
Tel: 01273 733386

 
Email: admin@westhove-inf.brighton-hove.sch.uk



Bake Sales
The ❤  Valentines Bake Sale was a great success and you helped us to raise
over £250 for the school! Thank you so much.

Our ☀  Spring Bake Sale is Monday 4th April! Please bring your baked or
bought donations (no nuts or seeds please) to the back playground at
morning drop off on the 4th. There'll be a delicious selection of cakes,
biscuits and treats available to buy at afternoon pick up.

Friday 8th April Non Uniform Day: Reading Retreat
In place of donations on the last day of school we're asking all West Hove
Infants pupils to bring in their ideas for our new outdoor reading space and
pop them in our donation buckets. We'll collect the ideas and use as many as
possible in our development of the Reading Retreat.   

The Reading Retreat is the covered space in the back playground which
currently contains several long benches and is separated from the
playground with a wooden fence. It's where we all take shelter on rainy days!
The school has long-since wanted to turn the space into something inclusive,
accessible and available to all the children at West Hove Infants. The
FOWHIS team are working with Mr Massey and teachers at the school to
make it happen but we'd like the children's input. 

Kids - do you want bean bags to lounge on when reading? Do you want
books about space? Should there be a mural of characters from your
favourite books on the walls? Tables to sit at? Magnifying glasses for the
books with really small writing? Scribble your ideas down and bring them
along on Friday 8th April.

West Hove Infants

FOWHIS News



Headteacher of the Day Raffle
We sold a whopping number of tickets for the Headteacher of the Day
Raffle! The winning tickets were drawn live in assembly on Friday 25th and
we're thrilled to announce that Nellie S from Reception, Izzy S from Year One
and Priya from Year Two will be running the school and learning from the
pro's on 1st April 2022, where - as promised if we sold 200 tickets - Mr
Massey will be wearing his very own West Hove Infants uniform.
Photographs to follow!

Learning Packs Library: FOWHIS sustainable resources
Every child has now received a learning materials pack, tailored to support
their school work at each stage. If you haven't received your pack, have a
chat with your child's teacher or email fowhis@gmail.com.

Please return packs at the end of every school year to keep this initiative
sustainable and ensure your child receives the right resources for their age.
FOWHIS donations and volunteers make these packs possible and we are
pleased to work with the school supporting the children's learning journey.

Return Recycle Reuse

Pizza & Cookie Making Kits and Learning Sheets
These were a huge hit, with parents, carers and staff placing over 90 orders!
We've received so many brilliant pictures of families making (and devouring)
their pizzas, along with excellent pizza drawings on the So Cheesy pizza fact
sheets which were shared via school bags. Photographs now up on our
Facebook page (link below). Lots of requests to do this activity again so
watch this space!

Coming Soon... 
Our annual summer fair is back and a date will be announced soon. 

A big thank you to all our wonderful FOWHIS helpers and everyone who
supports these activities by spreading the word and joining in. 

Follow us on Fbook or donate: https://linktr.ee/fowhis 
Join our FOWHIS helpers team:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/JGBM973u7mR0Z1jJCmG2k0







Your School Lottery

 
Did you know you can support the school by joining ’Your School

Lottery’…….
It’s an easy way for you to help us raise much 

needed money for the school, join for just £1 a week. There is a guaranteed
winner every week as well as the chance to win £25,000.

 

Buy ‘Your School Lottery’ ticket by 23rd April for a chance to 
***WIN*** A Wheelie Awesome  Prize!  

 

To start supporting visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
 click 'Buy a ticket' and type West Hove Infant School in the 'Find your

school' section
Thank you for your continued support.

 
 



Let's Dance
2022

What an incredible evening at
Brighton Dome on Wednesday
16th March! We took 27
amazingly talented dancers to
perform on stage alongside
many other schools in the city.
They gave it their all, wowing
the audience, their families and
making us so proud! Their
werewolf-inspired routine was
choreographed by the lovely
dance teacher, Vicky Monteane,
who has been working with the
children for the last ten weeks.
They have all been so dedicated
to learning and perfecting the
routine; it was so impressive.
Well done to all the dancers! We
look forward to seeing and
sharing the Dome's professional
photos soon!



Science Week
Year 4

 
Putting an egg in vinegar (to remove the shell) 
Inflating a balloon using hot and cold water 
Making oobleck: a non-Newtonian fluid 
Floating and sinking satsumas 
Exploding volcanoes (student-led) 
Crushing an egg with bare hands (it can’t be done!) 
Elephant toothpaste 
Water vacuum using tissue paper 
Seeing the reaction from adding mentos to cola (resulting in Mr Brewer
being covered in fizzy liquid…all in the name of science!)

Year Four had a real BLAST during Science Week, as you can see from the
photos! Among the activities that we carried out were:

Please ask your children for more details on these experiments!

The Year Four team worked incredibly hard to prepare and deliver a
memorable Science Week that was such an enriching, varied and FUN
experience for everyone involved.



Our updated
class book
corners! 

 
 
 

At Portland Road, we have been lucky enough to buy some much-needed new furniture to
display all our wonderful books. The updated book corners are now inviting and welcoming

with books displayed in various ways - enabling them to be accessible and visible. It has
been lovely to see the children interacting and engaging with the books and displays; it is

clear to see a love of reading across the school.
 

We'd like to extend a huge thank you to the Portland Road PTA who funded the entirety of
this project, with a total of £1430!



Our updated
class book
corners! 

 
 



Sustainable Travel - Pledge Postcards
 Across this term, the School Council have been working closely with Stephen Kelly, our School Travel

Advisor to promote sustainable travel to and from school. 
As part of promoting this initiative, the School Council led a Step Challenge in which they were set the
challenge of hitting their 10,000 daily steps within the school day! The steps of our councillors were
averaged out, and we can tell you that we averaged 11,582 steps per day – a whopping 1,582 steps
above our intended target.    

Last week, we called you into action! We asked that you help support our efforts in school to promote sustainable
transport and to make a pledge showing that you were on board in supporting our push to promote sustainable
travel.
We asked if you could pledge to walk, scoot or cycling to school more regularly, and put that in writing on the back of
one of our pledge postcards.
Well, the uptake has been fantastic and the school council have been thrilled by the number of people in their class
who have committed to join us on our journey. Take a look at some of our pledges below:  
 

We would like to thank all of those
who have committed to supporting
the school in increasing our use of
sustainable travel. Should you have
missed out on receiving a pledge
postcard, please ask your child to
speak to their school councillor or
Mr Kelsey.    
Please remember that in pledging
to support our initiative, not only
are you helping to protect the
future of our planet for your
children, but you are also making
the roads around the school safer
and promoting the positive mental
and physical health of your
children.
Mr Kelsey & The School Council   



The teacher defying the Taliban on girls' education
When the Taliban took power in Afghanistan in August 2021, they instructed girls and
young women to stay home from school. With no resolution in sight, one member of the
Afghan community in Brighton & Hove decided to act. 

 

Angela Ghayour, the mother of Yunis Latifi (6 Green), started an online school which now
has nearly 1,000 students and more than 400 volunteer teachers.
In August 2021, Angela felt paralysed watching events in her home country unfold. As the
US withdrew the last of its troops, after 20 years of war, the Taliban swept back to power.
In what seems like an instant, two-decades of progress in women's education was put in
jeopardy. The Taliban claim that their restrictions on women working and girls studying are
"temporary" and only in place to ensure all workplaces and learning environments are "safe"
for them.
But the thought of girls once again being deprived of education made Angela miserable.
After three months with no indication from the Taliban that the restrictions would be
relaxed, she felt compelled to act.
Angela founded the Online Herat School, an educational resource for Afghan women and
girls. She posted on Instagram asking for help from any experienced teachers, and since that
first post nearly 400 volunteers have joined the programme. Via Telegram or Skype, they
offer more than 170 different online classes in everything from maths to music to cooking
and painting. Most of the teachers are from Iran, and they work between two and eight
hours a day. Together the volunteers support nearly 1,000 students. 
For a full report of Angela’s story, please follow the link below. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-59063624.amp

If you were inspired or moved by Angela's story, and would like to support raise money to
help her cause, please follow the link to her GoFundMe page below. 
Every donation would make a huge difference in supporting Afghan girls receive an
education.
https://www.gofundme.com/f/raising-money-to-help-afghan-girls-with-education?
utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet&utm_medium=copy_link_all&utm_source=customer
Thank you for all of your support.



Period
Products

We have period products available at
school if you'd like to take some home,
please pop into the Junior School office.

Hello from the Red Nose Day team
 

It’s official: you and your pupils are
completely amazing.

 

We can’t thank you enough for joining in
the Red Nose Day fun. Whether you

dressed up, danced, baked or took on a
challenge, the money you raised really will

change lives, here in the UK and around
the world.

 

Red Nose Day would be nothing without
brilliant people like you. The effort,
imagination and love you put into

fundraising never fail to astonish us. We
hope you had a wonderful day.

Thank you



The last 2 years have been a difficult time and we know that
many families are struggling with money and affording healthy
food for their family. However, there is support available. You
may be eligible for free school meals for your child Apply for
free school meals - GOV.UK

The Brighton and Hove Food Partnership has lots of useful
information on how to access emergency food parcels
https://bhfood.org.uk/resources/accessing-emergency-food-
parcels/ 

Everyone across the City can buy low-cost shopping if they
need to. More information is available here:
https://bhfood.org.uk/how-to-hub/low-cost-and-free-
community-shopping/

If you are pregnant or have a child under 4 you may also be
able to get help to buy milk, fruit and vegetables. Get help to
buy food and milk (Healthy Start). 

If you would like any more information on any of the above,
please talk to the Inclusion Team
inclusionteam@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk

 

Support for families
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
https://bhfood.org.uk/resources/accessing-emergency-food-parcels/
https://bhfood.org.uk/how-to-hub/low-cost-and-free-community-shopping/
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/




FREE Easter Holidays Activities & Food (HAF) programme, now taking bookings!
 

If you have children in Reception to Year 11 who receive benefits-related free school
meals, learn more and book them on to free activities now: https://www.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/haf #HAF2022 @BrightonHoveCC
 

Learn more and access the events calendar here: https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/haf

Easter 2022
Holiday Activities and Food



 
 

In the 7 days up to 18 March (based on data published on 23 March) we had 2795 confirmed new
cases of COVID-19 in Brighton & Hove.

This is:
· Up 20.5% on previous 7 days
· equivalent to a weekly rate of 958.1 per 100,000 residents
· lower than the South East which was 1040.1 per 100,000
· higher than the rate for England, which was 820.6 per 100,000
What this means for Brighton & Hove
Positive cases in the city remain high and rising this week.

The NHS across the country is currently experiencing high levels of need and all services locally remain
really busy. The rise in COVID-19 cases continues to affect both those people coming into hospital
who also have COVID-19, and health and care staff, which is adding to the pressure on space and
staffing in our hospitals.

High numbers of cases are also having an impact in our schools and businesses through sickness and
absences.

Please make sensible decisions to lower your chances of catching and spreading COVID-19.

Continuing to follow the public health advice will not only help to protect our families, friends and
communities, but also support our NHS, schools and businesses.

Protect yourself and those around you

Get vaccinated
Vaccines are the best way of protecting you and your family and friends from illness. If you haven’t had
all of your COVID-19 vaccines yet, it’s not too late and it’s easy to get yours in Brighton & Hove.
Locations are available throughout the city and there’s no wait.

If you’re not sure about getting the vaccine or if you have questions, you can go along to a vaccination
session and speak to someone about it. There'll be no pressure to have the vaccine on the day, but you
can find out more.

If you need help getting to a vaccination service a free transport service is available. · 16+: book online
or visit a walk-in session

· 12-15: get vaccines through schools, or from Churchill Square by booking an appointment online or
walking in. Parents or carers must attend. · 5-11: find out more
· 75+ spring boosters: people who are eligible will be contacted by the NHS. Please wait to get your
invite, find out more

Protect your friends, family and the NHS



Let fresh air in
In poorly ventilated areas any virus in the air can build up. Letting fresh air if you are meeting indoors
or meeting outside reduces the chance of spreading COVID-19.

Consider wearing a face covering
While rates of infection are still high, consider wearing a face covering in crowded or enclosed spaces,
especially where you come into contact with people you do not usually meet. This is even more
important if you have any symptoms. Face coverings are also required in many health and care settings
including hospitals, GP surgeries and pharmacies, as well as everyone who is visiting or working in care
homes.

Stay at home if you are unwell
The most effective way to avoid passing on COVID-19 or any other illnesses if you are infected is to
stay at home and avoid contact with others.

Test if you have COVID-19 symptoms
Free testing is available until the end of March, so please use it. If you have any COVID-19 symptoms
you should stay at home, avoid contact with others and book a PCR test.

If you test positive you are no longer legally required to self-isolate but should stay at home, avoid
contact with other people and follow the guidance for people with COVID-19 and their contacts.

Wash your hands regularly
Continue to protect yourself and others by covering your nose and mouth when you cough or sneeze
and washing your hands regularly for 20 seconds or more to limit the spread of any viruses.

Play your part to help the NHS provide the best possible service at this busy time
· Use the right services for your needs at the right time
· Save emergency services for saving lives
· Be patient with our staff, they are trying to keep people safe
· Wear a mask in hospital and healthcare settings
· If you can, have a lateral flow test before attending a healthcare setting
· Get your vaccines to protect yourself against COVID-19 and flu

Please do not delay in coming forward with health concerns, but please use services in the most
appropriate way.
· contact your GP as normal if you have an urgent, persistent or worrying health concern
· phone 111 for 24/7 medical help and advice
· use pharmacies and urgent treatment centres in the communities for urgent issues



 


