
  



Music Progression Ladder 
 
Plain text = Curriculum Expectations (please DO NOT change or delete these), Italic = Additional WHIS 

 Year R 
(Being Imaginative & Expressive) Year 1 Year 2 

Nursery Reception 

Singing & Listening 

By the end of Reception: Teachers should sing and teach a range of well-
known nursery rhymes and songs. Children should perform songs, 

rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to 
move in time with the music. 

Performs songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and - when 
appropriate - tries to move in time with music (ELG) 

Sings a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs (ELG) 

By the end of Year 2: Teachers should develop pupils’ shared knowledge 
and understanding of the stories, origins, traditions, history and social 

context of the music they are listening to, singing and playing. Listening 
to recorded performances should be complemented by opportunities to 

experience live music making in and out of school. 

Ongoing 
Sing a large repertoire of songs 
 

Ongoing 
Sing in a group or on their own 
following the melody 
 

Aut 1 
Use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes 
 

Autumn 1 
Confidently use their voices 
expressively and creatively by singing 
songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes 
 

Joins in with songs, rhymes and 
poems with others 
 

Ongoing 
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and 
stories with others, and (when 
appropriate) try to move in time with 
music. 
 

Aut 1 
Performing together with 
concentration 
 

Autumn 1 
Developing the use of vocal sounds to 
express feelings 
 

 
Explore and engage in music making 
and dance. 
 

Ongoing 
Explore and engage in music making 
and dance, performing solo or in 
groups  
 
 

Autumn 1 
Creating and responding to vocal 
sounds 
 

Spring 2 
Exploring voices to create descriptive 
musical effects 
Singing with expression, paying 
attention to the pitch shape of the 
melody 
 

Joining in variations of nursery 
rhymes 
 

Ongoing 
Singing and signing variations of 
nursery rhymes. Singing rhymes and 
actions 
 

Spring 1 
Combining voices, 
movement and instruments 
to perform a chant and 
a song 
 

Autumn 2 
Rehearsing and refining to develop a 
performance 
 
 

Join in with familiar songs and 
nursery rhymes with others  
 

Spring 1 
Rehearse familiar songs and nursery 
rhymes with others  

Spring 2 
Rehearsing and 
performing with others 

Summer 1- Performing a rhythmic 
chant and playing an independent 
rhythm pattern to accompany it 
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 Performing an updated version of a 
traditional nursery rhyme with a rap 
section included 
 

Ongoing 
Listens with increased attention to 
sounds 
 

Aut 2 Spring 1 
Listens attentively, moves to and 
talks about music, expressing his/her 
feelings and responses 
 

Aut 1 Spring 2 
Listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high-
quality live and recorded music 
 

Autumn, Spring, Summer 
Consistently listen with 
concentration and understanding 
to a range of high-quality live and 
recorded music 
 

Help children to develop their 
listening skills through a range of 
active listening activities. Notice 
‘how’ children listen well, for 
example: listening whilst painting or 
drawing, or whilst moving. 

Ongoing  
Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, 
paying attention to how they sound. 

Autumn 2 
Identifying a sequence of sounds 
(structure) in a piece of music 

Autumn 2 
Creating and performing 
descriptive instrumental music 
inspired by British myths and 
legends. Listening to and 
identifying contrasting sections of 
descriptive music. 

  Spring 1 
Analysing the dynamics 
and duration of sounds 
around the school 
 

Spring 2 
Understanding how music, dance 
and drama can combine in 
storytelling 
 

Listen to a piece of music-do you like 
this piece of music?  responding with 
a yes or no  

Spring 1 
Listen to a piece of music- 
commenting on what you like/dislike 

Spring 2 
Discussing basic musical 
terms – fast, slow, loud, 
quiet 

Summer 2 
Listening in detail to a piece of 
orchestral music 
Listening and responding to 
contemporary orchestral music 
 

Aut 2  
Responds to what he/she has heard, 
expressing his/her thoughts and 
feelings 

Aut 2  Spring 1 
Responds to what he/she has heard, 
expressing his/her thoughts, feelings 
and responses 

Aut 1 Aut 2 
Respond to a change of mood in a 
piece of music- Sing simple songs, 
chants and rhymes from memory, 
singing collectively and at the same 
pitch, responding to simple visual 
directions and counting in 

Spring 2 
Singing with expression and 
paying attention to the pitch 
shape of the melody 

Aut 1 Aut 2 
Is able to remember and sing entire 
songs 

Spring 1 
Is able to remember and sing entire 
simple songs whilst  exploring the 
change in pitch   

Aut 1 
Begin with simple songs with a very 
small range, mi-so and then slightly 
wider 

Spring 1 and 2, Summer 
Sing songs regularly with a pitch 
range of do-so with increasing vocal 
control. Sing songs with a small pitch 
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 range, pitching accurately 
 
 

Sing in a group or on their own.  
 

Aut 1 Spring 2 
Sing in a group or on their own, 
increasingly matching the pitch and 
following the melody.  
 

Aut 1 Aut 2 Spring 2 
Sing a wide range of call and 
response songs, control vocal 
pitch and match pitch with 
accuracy 

Autumn 1  
Understanding the structure of 
call and response songs 

 

Begin to sing the melodic shape 
(moving melody, such as up and 
down, down and up) of familiar 
songs. 
 

Spring 1 
Sing the melodic shape (moving 
melody, such as up and down, down 
and up) of familiar songs. 
 

Begin to recognise the dynamic  
 
Know the meaning of dynamics 
(loud/quiet) and tempo 
(fast/slow) and be able to 
demonstrate these when singing 
by responding to (a) the leader’s 
directions and (b) visual symbols 
(e.g. crescendo, decrescendo, 
pause) 

Autumn 1 
Know the meaning of dynamics 
(loud/quiet) and tempo 
(fast/slow) and be able to 
demonstrate these when singing 
by responding to (a) the leader’s 
directions and (b) visual symbols 
(e.g. crescendo, decrescendo, 
pause) 

Vocabulary 

Sing, group, emotions, listening, 
rhyme, poems, stories, solo 

Sing, group, emotions, listening, 
rhyme, poems, stories, solo 

vocal, mouth, pitch, high, low, 
fast, slow 
 
Texture, quiet, long, duration, 
dynamic, loud, short slow, fast, 
song, sing 
 

Crescendo, decrescendo, pause, 
tempo, chants, rhymes, 
expression, performing 

Composing 

By the end of Reception: Teachers should sing and teach a range of well-
known nursery rhymes and songs. Children should perform songs, 

rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to 
move in time with the music. 

Performs songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and - when 
appropriate - tries to move in time with music (ELG) 

Sings a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs (ELG) 

By the end of Year 2: 
Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related 

dimensions of music. Understand and explore how music is created, produced 
and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, 

duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical 
notations. 

Aut 1 
Is able to create his/her own songs, 
or improvise a song around one 
he/she knows 
 
 
 
 

Aut 2 (cross curricular in P.E Aut 2- 
‘exploring dance and performing in 
groups’) 
Explores and engages in music 
making and dance, performing solo or 
in groups 
 

Aut 1 
Experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the 
inter-related dimensions of 
music 
 
 
 

Summer 2 
Experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the 
inter-related dimensions of 
music, then perform in a group 
with concentration 
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Encourage children to experiment 
with different ways of playing 
instruments. Listen carefully to their 
music making and value it. 
Suggestion: record children’s pieces, 
play the pieces back to the children 
and include them in your repertoire 
of music played in the setting. 

Spring 1 
Explore the pitch of various 
instruments and songs, attempting 
pitch matching and harmonising as a 
whole class 

Autumn 2 
Exploring and controlling 
dynamics (volume), duration and 
timbre with voices, body 
percussion and instruments 

Summer 2 
Using musical scales, high notes 
and low notes in a composition 

Play, share and perform a wide 
variety of music and songs from 
different cultures and historical 
periods. 
 

Aut 2 Spring 1 
Experiment with making sounds 
(voice and percussion). 
 
 
 
 

Aut 1 Spring 2 
Use voices to create different 
sounds-Improvise simple vocal 
chants, using question and 
answer phrases 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer 1 
Use voices to create music in 
response to a non-musical 
stimulus. 
 
 
 
 
 

Begin to practise improvising using 
voice and un-tuned instruments/body 
percussion through copy-back and 
answer games, etc. 

Aut 2 Spring 1 
Practise improvising using voice and 
un-tuned instruments/body 
percussion through copy-back and 
answer games, etc. 

Spring 1 
Explore different sounds, sources 
and materials 
 
Spring 2 
Combine sounds to make a story, 
choosing and playing 
instruments or sound-makers 
 
 

Autumn 1 
Creating and responding to vocal 
sounds and body percussion 
 

Begin to play instruments which best 
match various visual emotions 

Autumn 2 
Choose and play instruments which 
best match various visual emotions  

Spring 1 
Creating music that 
matches an event in 
a story 
 
 
 

Summer 1 
Composing music to illustrate a 
story 
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Begin to create musical sound effects 
in response to visual prompts 

Autumn 2  
Create musical sound effects in 
response to visual prompts  

Aut 1 Spring 2 
Create musical sound effects and 
short sequences of sounds in 
response to stimuli.  
 

Autumn 1 
Responding to images 
Work with a partner to improvise 
simple question and answer 
phrases, to be sung and played 
on untuned percussion, creating 
a musical conversation 

Ongoing  
Join in with familiar rhymes and songs  
 

Ongoing  
Sing in unison 

Autumn 1 
Creating and placing vocal and 
body percussion sounds 
 
 

Autumn 2 
Creating and placing vocal and 
body percussion sounds in a 
performance  
 

Explore the different sounds musical 
instruments make 

Autumn 2 
Play loud and soft sounds 

Spring 2 
Understand the difference 
between creating a rhythm 
pattern and a pitch pattern 
Invent, retain and recall rhythm 
and pitch patterns and perform 
these for others, taking turns 

Spring 1 
Reading pitch line notation 
Spring 1 
Performing changes in pitch using 
whole body movement and voice 

Begin to explore a simple musical 
composition with high and low 
sounds 

Spring 2 
Explore a simple musical composition 
showing high and low sounds 

Recognise how graphic notation 
can represent created sounds. 
Explore and invent own symbols 

Autumn 1, Spring 2 
Use graphic symbols, dot 
notation and stick notation, as 
appropriate, to keep a record of 
composed pieces 
 
Summer 1 
Playing different patterns of 
steady beat within four beats, 
and matching to a simple score 
 
Summer 2 
Understanding notation 
 

Vocabulary 

Loud, soft, unison, voice, sounds Loud, soft, unison, voice, sounds Texture, quiet, long, duration, 
dynamic, loud, short 

Graphic symbols, notation, 
composition, crotchet, duration, 
dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, 
stimulus, scales 
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Pulse/Beat 

 
By the end of Year 2: 

play tuned and untuned instruments musically, experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

Plays instruments with increasing 
control to express his/her feelings 
and ideas 

Autumn 2 
Play instruments with increasing 
control to express their feelings and 
ideas 
 
 
 

Aut 1 Aut 2 Spring 2 
Play tuned and untuned instruments 
musical instruments 
 
 
 
 

Aut 2 
Play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically 
 
 
 
 

 

Spring 1 
Attempt to ‘pitch match’ high and low 
pitched instruments by singing the 
note back. 

Explore melody through songs, 
movement and performing pitch 
shapes on tuned instruments 
 

Summer 2 
Understanding melody through 
songs, movement and performing 
pitch shapes on tuned 
instruments 
 

Listen with increased attention to 
sounds (beat) within a simple song 

Aut 2 
Clap to a steady beat with others 
 

Spring 1 
Keeping a steady beat on 
Instruments 
 

Autumn 1 
Keeping a steady beat at different 
speeds (tempi)  
 Marking beats within a four-beat 
metre 
 

Begin to perform a steady beat. Walk, 
move or clap a steady beat with 
others to the same speed and beat.  
 

Ongoing  
Perform a steady beat. Walk, move or 
clap a steady beat with others to the 
same speed and beat.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aut 1 Spring 1 Spring 2 
Perform a steady beat at two 
different speeds (tempi). 
Walk, move or clap a steady beat 
with others, changing the speed 
of the beat as the tempo of the 
music changes 
 

Developing a sense of steady beat 
through chant, actions and 
instruments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Ongoing  
Attempt to clap to a steady beat  
 

Spring 1 
Keeping a steady beat 
Summer 1 

Autumn 2-Performing a steady 
beat Playing steady beats at 
different tempi on body 



Music Progression Ladder 
 

Recognising and 
developing a sense of 
steady beat through 
using voices and body 
percussion. 
 
Keeping a steady beat 
and using dynamics to 
vary the musical effect 
Identifying and 
keeping a steady 
beat using movement, 
body percussion and 
instruments 

percussion and instruments 
Recognising and responding to 
different steady beats 

Attempt to clap to the beat of a 
simple song  

Aut 2 
Explore and experiment with untuned 
instruments and body percussion to 
maintain a simple steady beat 
 
 

Aut 1 Aut 2 Spring 1 
Use body percussion, (e.g. 
clapping, tapping, walking) and 
classroom percussion (shakers, 
sticks and blocks, etc.), playing 
repeated rhythm patterns 
(ostinati) and short, pitched 
patterns on tuned instruments 
(e.g. glockenspiels or chime bars) 
to maintain a steady beat 

Spring 1 
Mark the beat of a listening piece 
by tapping or clapping and 
recognising tempo as well as 
changes in tempo 

Use drawing to represent ideas like 
movement or loud noises. (write 
dance)  

Aut 2 
Move to rhythms e.g. skipping, 
marching 

Aut 1 Aut 2 
Respond to the pulse in 
recorded/live music through 
movement and dance 

Spring 1 
Walk in time to the beat of a 
piece of music or song 
 
Autumn 2 
Recognising and responding to a 
rhythm ostinato pattern 

 Begin to know the difference between 
left and right 

Throughout 
Begin to know the difference 
between left and right to support 
coordination and shared 
movement with others 

Throughout 
Know the difference between left 
and right to support coordination 
and shared movement with 
others 

Attempt to tap knees in time to a 
steady beat  

Begin to tap knees on the first 
(strongest) beat and clap to the 
remaining beats 

Begin to group beats in twos and 
threes by tapping knees on the 
first (strongest) beat and 
clapping the remaining beats 

Spring 1 
Group beats in twos and threes by 
tapping knees on the first 
(strongest) beat and clapping the 
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remaining beats 

 

 Begin to explore different ways 
to emphasise the first beat 
in a repeating pattern. 

Spring 2 
Exploring different ways 
to emphasise the first beat 
in a repeating pattern or 
metre. 
 

Spring 1, Autumn 
Identify the beat groupings in 
familiar music that they sing 
regularly and listen to 

Vocabulary 
Rhythms, instruments, beat Rhythms, instruments, beat Patterns, steady, beat, slow fast, 

body percussion, left, right 
Ostinato, beat groupings, tempo, 
pulse, duration, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture 

Rhythm 

 
By the end of Year 2: 

play tuned and untuned instruments musically, experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 Aut 2 
Practise improvising using voice and 
untuned instruments/body percussion 
through copy-back and answer 
games, etc. 

Aut 1 Spring 2 
Perform short copycat rhythm 
patterns accurately, led by the 
teacher 

Autumn 2 
Play copycat rhythms, copying a 
leader, and invent rhythms for others 
to copy on untuned percussion 
 
Spring 1 
Performing a steady beat and simple 
rhythms using movement and body 
percussion 

Respond to music with movement, 
e.g. Stamping, clapping running, 
crawling 

Aut 2 (cross curricular in P.E sessions 
Aut 2)  
Move appropriately to music at 
different speeds e.g. Stamping, 
clapping running, crawling 

Aut 1 Spring 2 
Perform short repeating rhythm 
patterns (ostinati) while keeping in 
time with a steady beat 

Spring 1 
Performing a steady beat and simple 
rhythms using movement and body 
percussion 
 
Autumn 1 
Keeping a steady beat at different 
speeds (tempi) •  
Marking beats within a four-beat 
metre 
 
Autumn 2 
Recognising and responding to a 
rhythm ostinato pattern 
 
Summer 1 
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Performing a rhythmic chant and 
playing an independent rhythm 
pattern to accompany it 
Performing and creating simple three-
beat rhythms using a simple score 
 

Attempt to song along to songs with 
various melodic shape (moving 
melody, such as up and down, down 
and up) of familiar songs. 

Spring 1 
Identify the melodic shape (moving 
melody, such as up and down, down 
and up) of familiar songs. 

Spring 2 Spring 2Perform word-
pattern chants; create, retain and 
perform their own rhythm patterns 
 
Identify repeated rhythm pattern. 
Create and combine a rhythm pattern 
and a steady beat. 
 

Spring 1 
Read and respond to chanted rhythm 
patterns, and represent them with 
stick notation including crotchets, 
quavers and crotchets rests 
 
Autumn 1 
Understanding the structure of call 
and response songs 

 

 Throughout 
Begin to explore body percussion  

Throughout 
Explore body percussion.  

Autumn 2 and throughout 
Create and respond to vocal sounds 
and body percussion 
 

Vocabulary 

Clapping, stomping, beat, rhythms, 
group, playing, body percussion, 
copying, copy cat 

Clapping, stomping, beat, rhythms, 
group, playing, body percussion, 
copying, copy cat 

Rhythm, beat, pattern, chant, steady 
beat 

Percussion, vocal, harmony, rhythm, 
beat, tune, tuned, untuned, 
crotchets, tempi, tempo, duration, 
dynamics, timbre, texture 

Pitch 

 
By the end of Year 2: 

play tuned and untuned instruments musically, experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

Can sing the pitch of a tone sung by 
another person ('pitch match') 

Aut 1 Spring 1 
Sings in a group or on his/her own, 
increasingly matching the pitch and 
following the melody 
Sing the pitch of a tone sung by 
another person 

Spring 
Listen to sounds in the local school 
environment, comparing high and low 
sounds 
 

Spring 2 
Singing with expression and paying 
attention to the pitch shape of the 
melody 
Spring 2 
Accompanying a song with vocal and 
instrumental ostinati 

Attempt to play loud and soft sounds  Aut 2 
Play loud and soft sounds 
 

Aut 1 Aut 2 
Sing familiar songs in both low and 
high voices and talk about the 
difference in sound 

Throughout 
Sing short phrases independently 
within a singing game or short song 

Begin to choose sounds to match 
pictures, scenes and stories 

Spring 1Choose sounds to match 
pictures, scenes and stories 

Summer 2 
Relating pitch changes 

Aut 1 Summer 
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to graphic symbols and 
performing pitch changes 
vocally 
 
 

Respond independently to pitch 
changes heard in short melodic 
phrases, indicating with actions 

Listen to the difference in pitch in 
character voices 

Listen to and identify the difference in 
pitch in character voices  

Summer 2 
Listening and responding 
to a falling pitch signal 
 

Summer 2 
Understanding pitch through singing, 
movement and note names 
 

Attempt to sing along to songs with 
high and low notes. 

Spring 1 
Explore a simple musical composition 
and begin to identify the high and low 
notes whilst singing along.  

Aut 1 Aut 2 Spring 2 
Explore percussion sounds to enhance 
storytelling 
Follow pictures and symbols to guide 
singing and playing. 
 

Spring 1 
Combining pitch change with changes 
in other elements/dimensions 

Listen to music with high and low 
pitched sounds. 

Spring 1 
Recognise that sounds are made in a 
variety of ways 

Aut 2 
Identify high and low pitched sounds  
 
 
 

Spring 1 
Recognise dot notation and match it 
to 3-note tunes played on tuned 
percussion 
 
 
 

 Begin to hear high and low pitched 
sounds  

Spring 1- Understanding and 
distinguishing the  difference between 
high and low pitch  

Autumn 2 
Understanding pitch, and making 
high and low vocal sounds 
 

Spring 1 
Playing pitch lines on tuned 
percussion 
 

 Listen to music containing various 
pitches and begin to respond to them 
with movement  

Spring 1 
Identifying changes in 
pitch and begin to respond to 
them with movement 

Autumn 2 
Exploring and developing an 
understanding of pitch using the voice 
and body movements 
Summer 1 
Identifying changes in 
pitch and responding to 
them with movement 

Autumn 1 
Notating pitch shape and duration 
using simple line graphics 

Vocabulary Loud, soft, sounds, pitch Loud, soft, sounds, pitch vocal, mouth, pitch, high, low, slow, 
fast, song, sing 

Tuned, untuned, ostinato, notation, 
expression, percussion, pitch, 
dimensions, elements, ostinato, 
duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 
texture 
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