
  



Geography Progression Ladder 
 

Unit Overview 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

EYFS  

Unit 1 

Geographical Skills & 

Fieldwork 

Locational Knowledge 

(Fact about bears) 

Unit 2 

Geographical Skills & 

Fieldwork 

Locational Knowledge 

(Panda research) 

Unit 3 

Human & Physical 

Geography 

Locational Knowledge 

(Features of the 

environment & exploring) 

 

 

Unit 4 

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

Locational Knowledge 

Place Knowledge 

Human & Physical Geography 

(Class country focus) 

Unit 5 

Geographical Skills & 

Fieldwork 

Human & Physical 

Geography 

(Habitats & landscapes) 

(Linked to fossils, 

dinosaurs and 

volcanoes) 

 

Unit 6 

Geographical Skills & 

Fieldwork 

Locational Knowledge 

(Caring for the oceans) 

Unit 7 

Geographical Skills & 

Fieldwork 

(Treasure maps) 

(Hunting for treasure) 

 

Year 1  

Unit 1 

Geographical Skills & 

Fieldwork 

Locational Knowledge 

(Naming and locating 

countries of the UK and 

their capitals)  

Unit 3 

Geographical Skills & 

Fieldwork 

Locational Knowledge 

(Chinese New Year. Location 

comparisons) 

Unit 4 

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

Human & Physical Geography 

 (Local area walk) (Directional 

language) 

(Devise simple map)  

Unit 6 

Geographical Skills & 

Fieldwork 

Locational Knowledge 

(Map of local area – 

playground) 

 

Unit 2 

Locational Knowledge 

(Characteristics of  

countries of the UK) 

Unit 5 

Place Knowledge 

Human & Physical Geography 

 (Comparison to a small village) 
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Year 2 

Unit 1 

Geographical Skills & 

Fieldwork 

Locational Knowledge 

(Continents & oceans) 

 

Unit 2 

Geographical Skills & 

Fieldwork 

Locational Knowledge 

(Rainforest climate and 

location) 

Unit 5 

Human & Physical Geography 

 (Weather patterns) 

Unit 6 

Geographical Skills & 

Fieldwork 

Locational Knowledge 

(Compass directions) 

(Arial Photographs) 

(Devising Maps) 

 

Unit 8 

Human & Physical 

Geography 

 (Comparison of 

seasonal/daily weather 

patterns) 

Unit 3 

Human & Physical 

Geography 

(Physical features of the 

rainforest) 

Unit 7 

Place Knowledge 

Human & Physical 

Geography 

 (Key human & Physical 

features) 

(Comparing Brighton to 

Rio) 

Unit 4 

Place Knowledge 

Human & Physical 

Geography 

 (Location comparison – 

Brighton & Jacarau, Brazil) 
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Plain text = Curriculum Expectations (please DO NOT change or delete these), Italic = Additional WHIS 

 Year R 
(People, Cultures & Communities) ELG 

(The Natural World) ELG 
Year 1 Year 2 

Nursery Reception 

Geographical Skills 
& Fieldwork 

By the end of Reception:  
 

People, Cultures and Communities 
• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, 
discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.  
• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life 
in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and 
(when appropriate) maps. 
The Natural World    
• Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and plants. 
 • Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around 
them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class. 

 

By the end of Year 2: 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents 

and oceans studied at this key stage 

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East, West) and 
locational and directional language [for example, near and far, 

left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on 
a map 

 Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognize 
landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a 
simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and 

physical features of its surrounding environment. 

Use all their senses in hands-on 
exploration of natural materials. 
 
Talk about what they see, using a 
wide vocabulary (both with resources 
in the school learning environment 
and during outdoor trips to the park, 
to post a letter). 
 
Know that there are different 
countries in the world and talk about 
the differences they have 
experienced or seen in photos. 
 
Make connections between the 
features of their family and other 
families. 
 
 

Explore the natural world around 
them 
 
Describe what they see, hear and feel 
whilst outside 

Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its surrounding 
environment (streets directly 
surrounding the school sites). 
 
 
 

Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its surrounding 
environment (specifically the beach 
area). 
 
Begin to connect the location of 
Brighton and Hove as a coastal town, 
with its physical features as a tourist 
destination and harbour area. 
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Know that bears that live in different 
places all over the world, and in 
different habitats. 

Draw information from a simple map 
 
Use a globe and world map to locate 
countries of significance to members 
of the class 
 
 

Use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries 

Use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries, as well 
as the countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key stage 
(UK and Brazil). 
 

 Draw information from a simple map 
 
To know where I live and that my 
address is unique. 
 
To know what a landmark is, and 
recognise some key UK landmarks 
through a familiar story 

Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise a 
simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key 
(School playground and walk 
around local area). 
 
 

Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise a map; 
and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key 
(Hove seafront area) 
 

I know my way around school To follow a simple route when 
outdoors and describe the features of 
the environment. 

Use locational and directional 
language (e.g.  near and far; left 
and right) to describe the 
location of features and routes 
(specifically with reference to 
their walk around the local area 
and exploration of the school 
grounds) 
 
Find the direction of North when 
in the school playground. Know 
that the opposite direction is 
South. 

Use simple compass directions 
(North, South, East and West) 
and locational and directional 
language e.g. near and far; left 
and right, to describe the 
location of features and routes 
on a map 
 
Use a compass at the beach to 
know that the beach/sea is 
roughly in the South. 

Vocabulary 

Globe, map, address, journey, landmark, school, playground,  near, far, clean, 
dirty, busy, road, town, park, sensory language 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

atlas, aerial map, plan, route, 
key, symbol 
Location. Direction, North, 
compass, left, right 
Human features, physical 
features 
 

North, South, East, West,  
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Locational 
Knowledge 

By the end of Reception Year(ELG):  
People, Cultures and Communities 

 Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from 
observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 

 Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country 
and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non- 

               fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

By the end of Year 2: 
 

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and 
capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

Knows that there are different 
countries in the world and can talk 
about the differences he/she has 
experienced or seen in photos 

Draw information from a simple map  
 
Recognise and explain some 
similarities and differences between 
life in this country and life in other 
countries 
 
Know that we live in Brighton and 
Hove, which is a city by the sea. 

Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas 

Name and locate the world's 
seven continents and five oceans 

Vocabulary 

Country, family, globe, map, sea, Brighton and Hove, same, different 
 
 
 
 

Country,  United Kingdom, 
England, Northern Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales, London, Belfast, 
Edinburgh, Cardiff, North Sea, 
English Channel, Irish Sea, 
landmarks, human and physical 
features 

Continent, ocean, Europe, Africa, 
Antarctica, Asia, Australia, North 
America, South America, Pacific, 
Atlantic, Indian, Arctic and Southern 
Ocean, Earth,  world map 

Human and Physical 
Geography 

By the end of Reception: 
People, Cultures and Communities 

 Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from 
observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 

 Know some similarities and differences between different religious and 
cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class. 

 Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and 
life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction 
texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

The Natural World 

 Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and plants.  

 Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around 
them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class. 

By the end of Year 2: 
 

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and 
the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator 
and the North and South Poles. 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
-key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, 
sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 
-key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, 
office, port, harbor/port and shop. 
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 Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world 
around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 

 

Talk about what they see using a wide 
vocabulary 

Describe what they see, hear and feel 
whilst outside. 
 
Understand the effect of changing 
seasons on the natural world around 
them 

Describe seasonal weather 
changes ((see also links to Science 
curriculum). 

Identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles 

Talk about what they see using a wide 
vocabulary 

Draw information from a simple map 
 
 
Recognise some environments that 
are different from the one in which 
they live. 

Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key 
physical features, including: 
beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season and 
weather 

Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key 
physical features, including: 
beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season and 
weather 
rainforest 

Name and describe people who are 
familiar to them. 
 
Talk about what they see using a wide 
vocabulary 

Draw information from a simple map 
 
Recognise some environments that 
are different from the one in which 
they live. 

Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key 
human features, including: city, 
town, village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, harbour and 
shop 
library, bank, church, mosque 

Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key 
human features, including: city, 
town, village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, harbour and 
shop 
Wind farm, lagoon, beach huts, 
tourism,  tourist shop, leisure 
centre 

Vocabulary 

United Kingdom, Brighton and Hove, School Road, Holland Road, landmark, 
sea, ocean, lake, river, pond,  
season, Autumn, Spring 
road, park, traffic, school, post office, post box, plants, trees, leaves, zebra 
crossing, traffic lights, playground, house, home, flat,  

Season, autumn, winter, spring, 
summer, weather, climate, 
climate change, environment, 
food miles, local area, Brighton 
and Hove- names of main roads 
& parks surrounding school sites 

Equator, North Pole, South Pole  
deforestation, habitat, 
ecosystem, sustainability, 
environment 
 

Place Knowledge 

By the end of Reception:  
People, Cultures and Communities 

 Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from 
observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and  

  Know some similarities and differences between different 
religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on 
their  experiences and what has been read in class.  

By the end of Year 2: 
 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom, and a small area in a contrasting non-European 

country. 
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 Explain some similarities and differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from 
stories, non- fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

 
The Natural World 

 Explore the natural world around them, making observations and 
drawing pictures of animals and plants.  

 Know some similarities and differences between the natural world 
around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class. 

 Understand some important processes and changes in the natural 
world around them, including the seasons and changing states of 
matter. 

 
 

Talk about what they see using a wide 
vocabulary 
 
Continue developing positive 
attitudes about the differences 
between people 
 
 
Know that there are different 
countries in the world and talk about 
the differences they have experienced 
or seen in photos. 

Talk about members of their 
immediate family or community. 
Understand that some places are 
special to members of their 
community. 
 
Draw information from a map. 
 
Recognise some similarities and 
differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries. 
 
Recognise some environments that 
are different from the one in which 
they live. 

Understand geographical similarities 
and differences through studying the 
human and physical geography of a 
small area of the United Kingdom. 
 
Name, describe and compare familiar 
places (Brighton and Hove, Rye, other 
places known to children).  
 
Comment on, and suggest ideas for 
improving the local environment 

Understand geographical similarities 
and differences through studying the 
human and physical geography of a 
small area of the United Kingdom, 
and of a small area in a contrasting 
non-European country 
 
To compare their own locality in 
Brighton and Hove with that of a 
community in contrasting rainforest 
environment. 

Vocabulary 

Family, community, special places, playground, school, Brighton and Hove, 
town, map, country, globe 
save, waste, eco, environment 
 
 
 
 
 

 climate, climate change, 
environment, local area, similarity, 
difference, city, town, village, human 
features, physical features, 
community, 

Place, country, continent, 
population, agriculture, 
community, city, town, village, 
climate, climate change, 
deforestation, habitat, 
endangered, ecosystem, ecology, 
sustainability, environmental 
champions/campaigners, 
similarity, difference, compare 

 


