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Phonics - a simple overview

Phonics is a Wa?/ of teaching children to read
and spell quickly and skilfully. They are
taught how to:

Recognise the sounds that each individual
letter represents

Identify the sounds that different
combinations of letters represent (e.g. ‘ch’ or
lail)

Blend these sounds together from left to
right to make a word




At West Hove Infants, we teach a systematic programme of phonics
as outlined in Letters and Sounds, which supports speaking,
listening, reading and writing.

Phonics teaches children what sound each letter makes — this is the
first step in children learning how to read. Children will begin to
recognise letters and the sounds they make, which they then use to
blend sounds together for reading, and segment them when
writing.

The school uses the Letters and Sounds programme, as well as
using the Jolly Phonics approach in Reception, in conjunction with
early reading skills. Jolly Phonics helps us to introduce letters and

their corresponding sounds through stories, action, \,\etter\g
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During Key Stage 1, the children build on this knowledge of Letters
and Sounds by using Phonics Play resources, alongside other useful
and engaging resources.

In Year One the children take part in a statutory phonics screening
check in which they apply their phonics knowledge to read real and
pseudo words.

In Year Two the children recap sounds taught in Year One with a
stronger focus on spellings and ‘best bets’.

Phonics screening check

Pupils” materials

National curriculum assessments




Phonics lessons at West Hove are:

v Fun
v' Pacey
v' Systematic

Every lesson follows the successful structure of:

v Revisit
v Teach
v" Practise

v' Apply
v Assess

Daily 15-25 minute lessons of
Discrete teaching.
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At West Hove Infants we believe that phonics should be fun and
engaging! We incorporate many active and highly visual resources into
our teaching and learning.




I love coming to the
front and being 'the
teacher.’

We're being
Digraph
Detectives!




Phonics interventions are tailored and targeted according to individual
need and children are identified through our close monitoring and
assessment system. Teachers, Teaching Assistants and Parent/Carer
Helpers work with small groups throughout the year to boost progress

and to extend children’s learning.

..--’

We're on a
Trigraph Hunt!
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Year 2
Curriculum Map
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Our Curriculum Maps and Termly
Overviews detail all of the
opportunities for the teaching and
learning of PHONICS throughout
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to see our English
curriculum planning in full.



http://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/our-curriculum/schemes-of-work/

We love having
parent/ carer
helpers at West
Hove Infants and
invite volunteers in
for an informal
training on how to
support phonics
teaching in the
classroom.




Parent / Carer Phonics
Talks

A digraph is a phoneme where two lefters
make one sound
ch sh

A trigraph is a phoneme where three
letters make one sound
igh dge air  ear

Every year, West
Hove Infants invites
parents and carers
to a Reading Talk.

We share how
reading is taught in
our school and give
ideas of how to
support children
with phonics at
home in a fun and
engaging way.

DO COME!




Each week Year 1 and Year
2 send out phonics and/or
spelling homework.

This is always based on
what we have been learning
in class and will include a
different activity each week.

The children should be able
to complete this fairly
independently and may
even be able to teach you a
thing or two!

See examples on the right!
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Reception send out weekly
‘busy bee’ Common words
for the children to practise
home.
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Some useful websites:
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

https://www.busythings.co.uk/
http://www.ictgames.com/

For more detailed information
on reading and phonics, see
our school website.

i WEST HOVE
INFANT SCHOOL

Our Curriculum

Learning and Teaching at
West Hove Infants

Curriculum Drivers
Curriculum Map
Termly Overviews
Subject Overviews
Subject Portfolios

Creative and Critical
Thinking

Our Learning Model
Reading and Phonics
Maths Mastery

Personal, Social and Health
Education

Positive Behaviour and
Anti-Bullying

Assessment

Links for Home Learning

Quick links
Connaught Road Site >
School Road Site >
Term Dates »

School Meals and
Lunchtimes >

‘Adverse Weather Procedures | Safeguarding/Child Protection | Vacancies | Contactus | Accessibility

Reading and Phonics

Reading

At West Hove Infant School we aim to nurture in the
children a love of literature and language and the
confidence to continue reading and writing throughout
their lives. Children have access to a wide range of fiction
and non-fiction books, as well as books which are sorted
into coleur coded bands, and are expected to read and
share stories daily. They will be supported to read
regularly throughout the day through all subjects and are
taught not only to decode text but also to interpret and
understand it Guided reading sessions happen daily in
every class and year group. All children have a Reading
Diary which parents / carers can complete to show that their child has read or shared a book at home. We
deploy teaching support staff and parent volunteers to support with reading in school. In addition, we run
an intervention programme for those children who need extra ‘catch-up’ support

Phonics

Phonics is a way of teaching children to read and write. It is the ability to hear, identify, and manipulate
sounds and understand the link between the sound (phoneme) and the way it is written (grapheme). We
teach children to apply phonic knowledge as a first approach to reading

At West Hove Infant School we teach phonics through high quality, systematic daily lessons with a range of
opportunities for children to practise and apply their learning. We follow the Letters and Sounds
programme, supplemented by Jolly phonics rescurces, actions and sengs. Letters and Sounds is a phonics
programme in which individual letters or letter sounds are ‘blended’ to form groups of letters or sounds, and
those groups are then blended to form complete weords

Children are also taught to read and spell ‘tricky words” — words with spellings that are unusual. These
include the words ‘to’, ‘was’, 'said’ and ‘the’. ‘Tricky words' are ones that we can't sound - so these words just


https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.busythings.co.uk/
http://www.ictgames.com/

