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History at West Hove Infants
History is an integral part of our provision and ethos. It 
is firmly placed within the context of our aims, visions 
and values and encompasses our  curriculum drivers of 
standards, engagement, enquiry and diversity.



Curriculum Drivers: SEED

‘Seed for learning’

Life-long learning’

Enquiry 
Diversity

Engagement
Standards 



The children at West Hove Infants are 
passionate about History. Their 
curiosity and enthusiasm shines through 
during these lessons.



CURRICULUM

Our curriculum aims to 
inspire children’s 
curiosity to know more 
about the past.
They will ask questions, 
think critically  and 
look at significant 
events, people and 
changes within and 
beyond living memory.

motivate, inspire, create…



CURRICULUM

motivate, inspire, 
create..

We  always 
look forward 

to our 
history 
lessons

Please go to: 
http://www.westhov
einfants.co.uk/our-
curriculum/schemes-
of-work/
to see our History 
curriculum planning 

http://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/our-curriculum/schemes-of-work/


Curriculum Overview
Our Curriculum Maps, detail all of 
the opportunities for the teaching 
and learning of HISTORY
throughout each year.



Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development..

Please look at our website for further information

https://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2015/03/History-Curriculum-Overview.pdf


STANDARDS

The standard of work produced in 
History is very high at West Hove 
Infants. We celebrate the children’s 
achievements and successes and allow 
them time to think critically. Children 
have the opportunity to learn about 
History in a cross-curricular approach 
through Drama, Art, Design 
Technology and through play.  

The children learn about a diverse 
range of significant
Individuals who inspire them
to aim high and achieve.





Standards in Year R

Children in Reception work 
towards achieving the ‘Early 
Learning Goal’: 
The children  learn to talk 

about past and present events in 
their own lives and the lives of 
family members.
They get the opportunity to 

explore artefacts and events 
from the past, including 
significant historical events 
nationally and globally. This 
includes a very exciting Dinosaur 
topic in the summer term in 
which the children get to 
explore the different features 
of dinosaurs and fossils.



Standards in Year 1

As part of their learning 
about castles, the children 
had a workshop from ‘Sussex 
Past’ where they explored 
armour and artefacts. They 
also build their own castles in 
class.

Learning about Mary 
Anning who was a famous 
fossil collector for Lyme 
Regis.



Standards in Year 2
Children in Year 2 get to travel back 
in time to explore ‘The Space Race’; 
sequencing the lives of famous 
astronauts such as Yuri Gagarin and 
Mae Jameson.
Later, they look at significant events 
in History such as The Gunpowder 
plot and discover why we 
commemorate Remembrance Day 
every year.
Nelson Mandela is another significant 
figure from History that they learn 
about; making comparisons to Rosa 
Parks.

The summer term brings learning 
about the history of the British 
seaside with a special focus on 
Brighton and Hove- our local area!



Displays

We celebrate children’s achievements and successes throughout our school 
environment. High quality displays in classrooms and around the school 
environment celebrate and reflect cultural diversity as well as significant events 
commemorated annually.





ENGAGEMENT
Children are encouraged to work independently and 
collaboratively in groups. We encourage role play and 
active learning to really bring history to life!
We use a range of artefacts and resources to support 
learning and allow children to experience these first hand. 

active 
learning

first hand 
experiences

visits and 
visitors





ENQUIRY
From Reception, children are encouraged to reflect 
critically and express their own thoughts and ideas 
freely. Children learn how to evaluate their work 
and make improvements where necessary.

generate 
own ideas

reflecting 
thoughts

feedback 
opinions

“I could make my 
castle even 

better by adding 
a draw bridge!”





Enquiry…

Photo of children with books.

I loved 
learning all 
about the 

knights who 
lived in the 

castles.





From the start of Reception, 
children learn about changes to 
the world within and beyond living 
memory. We look at significant 
historical events and people that 
are important locally such as Mary 
Anning and the Royal Pavilion and 
also events and people that are 
important internationally such as 
Nelson Mandela and the moon 
landing. 

CULTURAL DIVERSITY



* Take a day trip together to explore some historical places in the local area.
* Talk about and research amazing people in History.
* Interview an elderly member of the family to find out what life was like when they 
were children.

Local opportunities which may be of interest to your child:

Brighton Museum & Art Gallery, Royal Pavilion Gardens, Brighton.
A collection of both national pieces and artwork of local interest.
Royal Pavilion, Pavilion Gardens, Brighton.
Built and lavishly decorated in the 19th century as a seaside retreat for Prince Regent.
William Booth museum, 194 Dyke Road, Brighton. 
A fascinating collection of natural history exhibits, including hands          
on exhibits.
Hove Museum and Art Gallery, 19 New Church Road, Hove.
Includes a toy gallery with interactive exhibits.
Preston Manor, Preston Drove, Brighton. 
An Edwardian gentry house, with over twenty rooms to explore.
West Blatchington Windmill, Holmes Avenue, Hove.
This restored mill is a grade II listed building, and has information panels about the site and the history of 
milling.
Worthing Museum and Art Gallery, Chapel Road, Worthing.
Featuring a vast collection of toys and costumes.
Amberley Chalk Pit museum. An open air museum celebrating the industrial heritage of the south east.
See website http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk/



Useful websites and publications:    

www.nagcbritain.org.uk The National Association for 
Gifted Children is an organisation which supports the 
parents of gifted children. It provides advice and guidance.
http://www.kidsinbrighton.co.uk/education/museums_histor
y_and_science.html
Brighton and Hove museum events. This is updated 
regularly.
http://www.sussexmuseums.co.uk/
This website provides information on a variety of Sussex 
museums.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4_11/site/history.sht
ml
A very useful website which supports the National 
Curriculum, including games and activities.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/forkids/
Some very interesting clips, activities and facts to explore.
http://www.historyforkids.org/

https://www.busythings.co.uk/schools/curriculum/history
Fun games to explore about significant events.   

http://www.historyforkids.org/
https://www.busythings.co.uk/schools/curriculum/history


https://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2017/02/My-Little-Book-of-Fun-Activities.pdf

