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Early Years at West Hove 
Infants

‘No job is more important than working 

with children in the early years… When we 

succeed in giving every child the best start 

in their early years, we give them what 

they need today. We also set them up with 

every chance of success tomorrow’ 

Development Matters, 2020



Early Years at West Hove 
Infants

‘It is vital that we get to know and value all 
young children. All children learn more in the 
period from birth to five years old than any 
other time in their lives.’ Development 
Matters, 2020

At West Hove Infants our aims, principles and 
pedagogy fully supports the Early Years 
Foundation Stage framework (EYFS). We 
provide every child with the best possible 
start by laying a secure foundation for future 
learning.



Curriculum Drivers : S.E.E.D.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Seed for learning’ 
 

 

 

‘Life-long learning’  
 

 

 

Enquiry  
 

 

Diversity 

 

 

Engagement 

 

 

Standards  











Characteristics of 

Learning 

We use learning animals to help 

children learn about the 

characteristics of effective 

learning. This helps equip 

children with the tools to become 

successful learners right from 

the start in their first year at 

school. This ties into the 

Characteristics of Learning 

featured in Development Matters 

- Playing and Exploring, Active 

Learning and Creating and 

Thinking Critically.



Development 
Matters, and The 

Early Years 
Curriculum covers 

seven separate areas

of learning 

Curriculum



The prime areas are important because they lay the 

foundations for children's success in all other areas of 

learning and of life

Communication and Language *Listening, Attention ad 
Understanding
*Speaking

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development

*Managing Self
*Self Regulation
*Building Relationships

Physical Development *Gross Motor Skills
*Fine Motor Skills

Prime Areas

Aspects of Learning



Specific Areas
The specific areas refer to more subject based areas of 

children’s learning.

Literacy *Comprehension
*Word Reading
*Writing

Mathematics *Number
*Numerical Patterns

Understanding the World *Past & Present
*People, Cultures & Communities
* The Natural World

Expressive Arts & Design *Creating with Materials
*Being Imaginative & Expressive

Aspects of Learning



Curriculum OverviewCurriculum Overview

Our curriculum is changing in September 

2021. All of our current schemes of work 

are available on our school website, for a 

‘taste’ of our learning and topics. Stay 

tuned for updated topics to include new 

curriculum objectives this Autumn.



Communication  and Language in YR

Listening, Attention 
and Understanding



Speaking

Communication  and Language in YR



Personal Social Emotional development 
in YR

Making Relationships



Managing Self

Personal Social Emotional development 
in YR



Self Regulation

Personal Social Emotional development in YR



Physical development in YR

Gross Motor Skills

Fine Motor Skills



Literacy in YR
Comprehension, Word 
Reading & Writing



Mathematical development in YR

Numbers and Numerical Patterns



Understanding of the World in YR

People, Cultures 

& Communities



The Natural World

Understanding of the World in YR



Past & Present

Understanding of the World in YR



Expressive Arts and Design in YR

Creating with Materials



Being Imaginative

Expressive Arts and Design in YR



Outside environment 
The outside environment at West Hove 
Infants is a true reflection and extension 
of the learning we do in classrooms. 
Different areas target all aspects of the 
curriculum and enable children to learn in 
a holistic and meaningful way. From 
growing their own plants in raised beds, 
to making mud pies in the PTA funded 
sensory kitchen, every day is enriched by 

our outside classroom. 



How to support my child at home

We hold parent and carer 
training sessions throughout 
the year on subjects such as 
‘Helping your child to read’ 
and how to use our 
‘Interactive Learning Diary’. 

Every child has a 
Learning Diary that 
the teacher sticks 
targets in for your 
child each half 
term, as well as 
writing individual 
notes on their 
reading progress.

We send home ‘Busy 
Bee’ words most 
weeks to help 
children learn non-
decodable words



How to support my child at home

The following websites and apps are 
recommended as teacher’s favourites!

Jolly Phonics songs on YouTube!



How to support my child at home

Have a look at our ‘My Little Book of Fun things to Do’. These have 

been sent home but are also available on our website. 

https://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2017/02/My-Little-Book-of-Fun-Activities.pdf

