
 

 

 

Task / Activity 
Covered by the 
assessment 

Risk assessment for schools during the Covid-19 pandemic –outdoor learning in EYFS 
To be used in conjunction with school’s own risk assessments and individual risk assessments 
for staff and children. 

Likelihood (L) X Impact (I) 

 

Almost Impossible  1 Insignificant (minor injury, no 
time off) 

Workplace West Hove Infant School Unlikely 2 Minor (non-permanent injury, up 
to 7 days off) 

Date of 
Assessment 14.10.2020 (updated 17.11.20) 

Date Assessment to be 
reviewed 

Ongoing 
Possible 3 Moderate ((injury causing more 

than 7 days off) 

Person 
Completing  KS Manager/ Head teacher WH 

Likely 4 
Major ((death or serious injury) 

Staff involved in 
assessment 

KS, LR, WH, LS & BM 
Almost Certain  5 Catastrophic (multiple deaths) 

 
Low  
=1-3 

Moderate 
= 4-7 

Significant  
= 8-14 

High  
= 15-25 

 
 

What are the significant, foreseeable, 
hazards? 

(the dangers that can cause harm) 

Who is at 
Risk? 

Current control measures  

(What is already in place/done) 

Risk Rating 
What additional controls can be 
put in place to reduce the risk 

further? 

Revised 
Risk Rating Sign 

as 
done L I R 

L I R 

1. 
Transmission of Covid-19 through 
activity choice. 

 
 
 
 
 
Staff, other 
adults and 
children 

 Avoid activities with a higher likelihood of injuries 
(and first aid requirement) and which require close 
physical proximity. 

 Refer to the in-school created list of resources for 
information on what can be used, how it can be 
cleaned and how frequently this must be clean.  

 Ensure the group size enables physical distancing 
within the group, keeping children within their ‘2 
classroom bubble’. (All other EY settings in the Hove 
cluster are working with a ‘year group bubble in the 
outdoor learning environment).  

 CR children to avoid overlap between two groups 
when moving between lower and secret garden 
unless absolutely necessary e.g. toilet break.  

 Children and staff to wash hands at the start and end 
of each outdoor session 

 Groups of children should remain as far away as 
possible from other bubbles of children so they do 
not inadvertently mix and each can be easily 
distinguished. At SR the two bubbles are either in the 
area outside the classroom or the old swimming pool 
and so are distinct. 

 SR only the 2 class bubble in the old swimming pool 
area go out the door near the cloak room and not out 
of classrooms to avoid walking across the outside 
learning area near the classrooms 

2 1 2 

 
 
 

 

    

Risk Assessment Form     Version: 1 EYFS outdoors To calculate Risk Rating (R):  assess the likelihood (L) 
of an accident occurring against the most likely 
impact (I) the accident might have, taking into account 
the control measures already in place. L x I = R 

For further info on risk 
assessment see: BHCC 
Risk Assessment 
Guidance 



1. 
Transmission of Covid-19 through 
activity choice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff, other 
adults and 
children 

 Ensure adequate space for all activities. 

 Children use individual outdoor bubble space at 
lunchtime and the resources used in the morning are 
not used. They are stored away in each area at 
lunchtime. 

 Set up the environment to prevent bottle necks 
occurring. 

 There should be minimal sharing of equipment or 
resources between bubbles with thorough cleaning 
between use; see document created for guidance. 

 Make sure that children are not holding hands, 
hugging or jumping on each other 

 Children not to face each other over the water tray 
and no more than two (facing the same way) in the 
book nook. 

 Staff to avoid physical contact with children, unless 
deemed essential; i.e. to preserve the safety of a 
child, to prevent an injury or self-harm 

2 1 2      

 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 

Transmission of Covid-19 through 
delivery. 

 
 
 
 
Staff, other 
adults and 
children 

Use of Music 

 Social distancing should be adhered to wherever 
possible 

 As above, for use of equipment/cleaning/avoiding 
physical contact 

 Accompanying music for any performance should be 
kept to a low level so that children are not 
encouraged to raise their voices unduly 

2 1 2      

3. 
Transmission of Covid-19 through use 
of equipment 

 
 
 
 
Staff, other 
adults and 
children 

 Equipment not to be re-used or used by another 
bubble before it has been thoroughly cleaned. 

 Each class has designated outdoor space and when 
rotation occurs TAs given time to clean equipment as 
necessary.  

 Hard to clean’ items can be fully immersed in a 
suitable sterilising solution e.g. Milton and hung to 
dry e.g. ropes, hoops, tennis balls, fabric, sticks etc. 

 Large items can be sprayed using the sterilising gun. 
Items must be sprayed on all surfaces from all 
angles. 

 Limit the use of equipment such as soft play items, 
which cannot be cleaned easily.  

 Messy kitchen equipment to be replaced with plastic 
as naturally decontaminates more quickly than metal 

 CR classes to switch each week and cleaning to be 
done every Wednesday afternoon and left overnight 
to further chemical decontamination 

2 1 2      



4. 
Adverse weather conditions for 
outdoor PE 

 
 
 
 
Staff, other 
adults and 
children 

 Check weather forecast and assess weather 
conditions on day to decide appropriateness of 
planned activities outside. 

 Ensure appropriate clothing and provision for 
weather conditions e.g. sun hat, sun cream, 
appropriate footwear and drinking water. Note: 
children should bring in their own drinking bottle with 
their name on it and care taken when refilling to 
avoid cross contamination. 

 

3 1 3      

5. 
Transmission of Covid-19 through 
delivery of first aid 

 
Staff, other 
adults and 
children 

 Avoid activities that have a high chance of injury. 

 Follow the guidance for first aiders as per WHIS full 
Covid 19 Risk assessment. 

 

1 3 3      

6. 
Transmission of Covid-19 through 
poor hygiene 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff, other 
adults and 
children 

 Ensure facilities and means for regular hand washing 
with soap and water or hand sanitise before and after 
activity.   

 Hand sanitiser, tissues, lidded bins and anti-bacterial 
cleaning wipes should be taken outside when 
activities are taking place. 

 Staff to encourage children not to touch their face, 
use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze, and 
dispose of tissues appropriately. Catch it. Bin it. Kill 
it. 

 Clean hard/man-made surfaces before and after use. 

 Limit the sharing of equipment, especially where it is 
hard to clean. 

3 2 4      

 

 


