
 

 

 

Task / Activity 
Covered by the 
assessment 

Risk assessment for schools during the Covid-19 pandemic – EYFS 
To be used in conjunction with school’s own risk assessments and individual risk assessments 
for staff and children. 

Likelihood (L) X Impact (I) 

 

Almost Impossible  1 Insignificant (minor injury, no 
time off) 

Workplace West Hove Infant School Unlikely 2 Minor (non-permanent injury, up 
to 7 days off) 

Date of 
Assessment 15.10.2020 

Date Assessment to be 
reviewed 

Ongoing 
Possible 3 Moderate ((injury causing more 

than 7 days off) 

Person 
Completing  RL Manager/ Head teacher WH 

Likely 4 
Major ((death or serious injury) 

Staff involved in 
assessment 

CK-H & LR 
Almost Certain  5 Catastrophic (multiple deaths) 

 
Low  
=1-3 

Moderate 
= 4-7 

Significant  
= 8-14 

High  
= 15-25 

 
 

What are the significant, foreseeable, 
hazards? 

(the dangers that can cause harm) 

Who is at 
Risk? 

Current control measures  

(What is already in place/done) 

Risk Rating 
What additional controls can be 
put in place to reduce the risk 

further? 

Revised 
Risk Rating Sign 

as 
done L I R 

L I R 

1. 
Transmission of Covid-19 through 
activity choice. (Indoor) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff, other 
adults and 
children 

 All classrooms to be well ventilated with doors and 
windows open wherever possible 

 Children and staff to wash hands at the start and end 
of each session 

 Cleaning rota for all resources to be set up by end of 
September latest 

 Cleaning prompts to be in prominent place in classes 

 Cleaning to be done with either Milton, 
Decontamination gun, or left to naturally 
decontaminate (ONLY WHEN NOT SHARED.) 

 Restrict use of ‘soft’ toys, e.g. fabric and teddies to 
ensure maximum hygiene possible 

 Outside classroom to be open as much as possible, 
weather permitting, to reduce class size inside. 

 Seating to all face same direction to minimise face to 
face contact as much as possible 

 ½ size PE mats used in construction and book 
corner to minimise sitting on floor 

 Individual Maths packs for children labelled 
individually for them 

 Shared areas to keep class bubbles separate 
through zones and activity choices- the rooms are 
divided into 2 separate spaces so children do not 
mix. 

2 1 2 

     

Risk Assessment Form     Version: 1 To calculate Risk Rating (R):  assess the likelihood (L) 
of an accident occurring against the most likely 
impact (I) the accident might have, taking into account 
the control measures already in place. L x I = R 

For further info on risk 
assessment see: BHCC 
Risk Assessment 
Guidance 



2. 
Transmission of Covid-19 through 
activity choice. (Outdoor) 

 
 
Staff, other 
adults and 
children 

 See separate outdoor risk assessment 

 Encourage outdoor, non-contact learning in the 
outdoor classroom for as much time as possible.  

 Class computers not be used until more hygienic. 
iPads used instead and cleaned between uses using 
screen wipes. 

2 1 1      

 
 
 
3. 
 
 
 

Transmission of Covid-19 through 
delivery. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff, other 
adults and 
children 

 Teachers to sit on adult sized chairs to minimise face 
to face contact with children 

 As above, for use of equipment/cleaning/avoiding 
physical contact 

 Singing restricted to groups of 15 or less: T to stand 
to side of class so as to not face the direction of 
singing. 

 Music planning adapted to reduce singing and 
promote body percussion/chanting 

 Smaller groups of children in guided learning, who 
are following the diagrams opposite. 

 TAs to be replaced on 2nd day of illness to ensure 
class safety and outdoor area maintained to reduce 
class sizes 

 Intervention groups maximum of 4 
 Children who are on ‘time out’, to be in shared areas, 

with an adult rather than in other classrooms. This is 
only in extreme examples where a time out in class 
has not worked following WHIS behaviour policy. 

 
Parent/Carer communication 

 Children struggling to separate may have a parent 
come with them into the school if wearing a mask 
and sticking to shared/communal spaces. 

 Parent and carer meetings to follow above procedure 
by appointment only where a phone call will not 
suffice. 

 

2 1 2  Feedback to be given from 
behind children when marking 
their paper to avoid sharing 
breathed air 

 Face visors (clear shields) to be 
used when in close proximity 
with children where appropriate 
e.g. additional health needs, 
adults moving between 
bubbles, and if there is a child 
off awaiting a test but 
confirmation/negative test not 
yet given etc. 

 Staff to stand alongside or 
behind children wherever 
practical and possible 

 As much as possible, children 
to be sat in a long line, or in an 
inverted ‘L’ shape, or in an arc 
when teacher is delivering 
guided sessions to minimise 
face to face contact  

 

1 1 1  

4. 
Transmission of Covid-19 through use 
of equipment 

 
 
 
 
Staff, other 
adults and 
children 

 Equipment not to be re-used or used by another 
bubble before it has been thoroughly cleaned. 

 Equipment must be stored in correct boxes to 
minimise cross contamination. For SR, using the 
colour coded system 

 Encourage children not to put equipment near/in 
mouths 

 Each class will be given a set of lunchtime 
equipment to reduce cross contamination 

2 1 2      



4. 
Transmission of Covid-19 through use 
of equipment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff, other 
adults and 
children 

 Hard to clean items can be fully immersed in a 
suitable sterilising solution e.g. Milton and hung to 
dry e.g. Lego, Numicon, Duplo, Play Mobil etc. as 
per the cleaning rota 

 Larger scale equipment/areas to be decontaminated 
using decontamination gun 

 Restrict use of ‘soft’ toys, e.g. fabric and teddies to 
ensure maximum hygiene possible 

 Outdoor equipment-See Outdoor EYFS Risk 
Assessment 

 Children to have individual Play-Doh pots to 
minimise any cross contamination of malleable 
resources 

        

5. 
Transmission of Covid-19 through 
delivery of changing 
clothes/hygiene/First Aid 

 
 
 
 
 
Staff, other 
adults and 
children 

 Avoid activities that have a high chance of injury. 

 Follow the guidance for first aiders as per WHIS full 
Covid 19 Risk assessment. 

 Children to change clothes themselves wherever 
possible. Where not possible, person changing to 
minimise face to face contact. Clothes sent home to 
be washed, brought back and left for 48 hours before 
being returned to spare clothes boxes. 

 When the second adult is outside and a toilet 
accident occurs, the outside area is closed (CR) or 
second adult hovers in doorway where appropriate 
(SR). 

1 3 3      

6. 
Transmission of Covid-19 through poor 
hygiene 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff, other 
adults and 
children 

 Ensure facilities and means for regular hand washing 
with soap and water or hand sanitise before and after 
activity.   

 Hand sanitiser, tissues, lidded bins and anti-bacterial 
cleaning wipes should be taken outside when 
activities are taking place. 

 Staff to encourage children not to touch their face, 
lick/chew toys, to use a tissue or elbow to cough or 
sneeze, and dispose of tissues appropriately. Catch 
it. Bin it. Kill it. 

 Staff to encourage children not to put their faces too 
close when playing to minimise breathing each 
other’s air 

 Clean hard/man-made surfaces before and after use. 

 Limit the sharing of equipment, especially where it is 
hard to clean. 

 SR has allocated toilets for each class 

3 2 4      

 

 


