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Art at West Hove Infants 

• Art is an integral part of our provision and ethos. 
It is firmly placed within the context of our aims, 
visions and values and encompasses our  
curriculum drivers of standards, engagement, 
enquiry and diversity. 

• Art is used it to develop the children’s creativity, 
imagination and aesthetic awareness. We 
celebrate their achievements throughout the 
school environment. Children are encouraged to 
experiment creatively using a range of media. We 
look at the work of artists and designers from a 
variety of different cultures. 
 





Curriculum Drivers: SEED 

 

Standards  
 

Engagement 

 

Enquiry  
 

Diversity 

‘Seed for learning’ 

Life-long learning’  



 

The children at West Hove Infants are 
passionate about Art and Design. Their 
creativity and enthusiasm shine through 
during these lessons. 



CURRICULUM 

Our curriculum aims to 
give children the ability 
and skills to produce 
creative work, explore 
their own ideas and 
express themselves 
imaginatively.   
  



CURRICULUM  

motivate, inspire, create.. 

   

We  always 
look 

forward to 
our art 
lessons 



Curriculum Overview Curriculum Overview 



These are just a few examples of our curriculum plans. 
Please look at the curriculum tab on our website for 
further information  



  
Subject 

We promote 
spiritual 
development 

  
  

  
We promote moral 
development 

  
We promote social 
development 

  
We promote cultural 
development 

  

Art and 

Design 

-By providing plenty of 
rich opportunities for 
pupils both to explore 
the spiritual dimension 
and natural phenomena 
e.g. looking closely at 
the work of Andy 
Goldsworthy. 
-By exploring different 
artists’ interpretations 
of a key figure or event 
and asking what the 
artist was trying to 
convey.  
-By promoting the 
process of 

‘reviewing and 
evaluating’; for example, 
visiting landmarks and 
associated follow-up 
work. 

By exploring how emotions 
and inner feelings are 
expressed though painting, 
sculpture and 
architecture. 
  
By responses to and use of 
visual images to evoke a range 
of emotions. 
  
  
  
  

By exploring art as a powerful 
social tool e.g. in advertising, in 
representing particular groups. 
  
By collaborating together to 
create pieces of artwork with a 
shared sense of ownership.  
  
Through discussions and 
opinion sharing on the value of 
Art.  

By experiencing a wide range 
of creative media from 
around the world. 
  
By developing aesthetic and 
critical awareness at an age 
appropriate level. 
  
By studying a range of artists, 
designers and craft makers from 
around the world.  

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.. 

Please look at our website for further information 



Learning Models 



STANDARDS 

The standard of art work 
is very high at West Hove 
Infants. We celebrate the 
children’s achievements 
and successes and allow 
them time to think 
critically and make 
changes to their own 
work. 



 

 
 

Introducing children’s 
work as a ‘learning 
journey with a goal at 
the end, and steps to 
show them how to get 
there.  

 

Having high expectations of all pupils 
(SATs results show attainment above 
national levels across the curriculum and 
at all levels) 

 

Teaching children about 
aspirational people who 
overcame adversity e.g. 
Norgay Tenzing, Amy 
Johnson, Tanni Grey 
Thompson. 

 

Teaching children explicitly the importance 
of having a goal and working hard to 
achieve it, rather than just hoping it will 
happen. This is done through our PSHCE 
unit called ‘Going for Goals’, and re-
enforced throughout the curriculum.  

 

Developing a 
positive attitude 
to the process of 
learning (see ‘Be a 
superhero learner’ 
section of 
website).  

 

Having thorough 
assessment systems in 
place, and quickly 
putting support in 
place if children are at 
risk of not achieving 
national expectations 
for their age.  

 

 

Standards: 
Achieved by… 



Standards in YR 
Children in Reception work towards achieving 
the ‘Early Learning Goal’:  
• Children use and explore a variety of materials, 

tools and techniques. They experiment with colour, 
design, texture, form and function. 

• They represent their own ideas, thoughts and 
feeling through art and design. 





Standards in Y1 
‘A high quality art and design education should engage, inspire 
and challenge pupils. They should be able to think critically and 
use their skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of 
art and craft’. The Primary National Curriculum. 
 
 



Standards in Y2 



Standards in Y2 
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We celebrate children’s 
achievements and successes 
throughout our school 
environment. High quality 
displays in classrooms and 
around the school environment 
celebrate and reflect cultural 
diversity. 



Displays in YR 



Displays in Y1 

colour, texture, pattern, collage… 





Displays in Y2 



ENGAGEMENT 
Children are encouraged to work independently 
and collaboratively in groups. 

active 
learning 

first hand 
experiences 

visits and 
visitors 



Local 
environment 

‘Stunning Starters’, 

‘Marvellous Middles’, 

‘Fabulous Finishes’ 

Learning 
outside 

 

Using children’s 
ideas as starting 

points  

 

 

Engagement 

First hand 
experiences 

Active 
learning 

Use of 
‘Learning 

Cycle’ 

 

Theme days 

Visits and 
visitors 



 

 



Painting 
and 

Drawing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Painting and drawing is the 
basis of building skills, knowledge 
and confidence in young children. 
Children from YR to Y2 work from 
direct observation using a variety 
of media as well as being 
encouraged to make imaginative 
responses to different ideas. We 
encourage the use of a wide range 
of paints including inks, dyes, 
powder and tempera blocks. 
Children also learn the joy and 
importance of mixing their own 
colours. 

Skills… 
 



From YR children are encouraged to 
understand that processes and 
ideas can be realised in different 
ways and that art is not confined 
to drawing and painting. All 
children get the opportunity to 
work with collage, weaving, 
sculpture and clay. We aim to 
build confidence in co-ordination 
skills, basic construction techniques, 
design considerations and working 
collaboratively. 



ENQUIRY 
From Reception, children are encouraged to reflect critically 
and express their own thoughts and ideas freely. Children learn 
how to evaluate their work and make improvements where 
necessary. 

generate 
own ideas 

reflecting 
thoughts 

feedback 
opinions 



 

 

 

Remember that own idea is 
important, whether it is the 
same as others’ or not  

 

Negotiate 

 

Reflecting on 
own opinion 

 

Justify/give 
reasons 

 

 

Enquiry: 
Encouraging 
children to… 
 

Explain own 
point of view 

 

Feedback 
opinions 

 

Compromise 

 

Disagree respectfully; 
understanding that 
others have a different 
point of view. 

 

Generate own 
questions  



Enquiry… 

Photo of children with books. 

I like 
learning 
about 

different 
artists 



From the start of Reception, all 
children are exposed to a wide 
range of art from different times 
and cultures. They will get to know 
some artists names, become 
familiar with different styles of 
work and are encouraged to bring 
objects/artefacts in from their own 
cultures. We look at work from a 
variety of countries and cultures 
and aim to instil knowledge, 
curiosity and enjoyment. 

CULTURAL DIVERSITY 



 

  

 

 

 

Diversity:  
Through 
celebration and 
awareness of… 

 

 

Values 

 

Festivals 

 

Diversity of 
language 

 

Local 
community 

 

Respect 

 

Knowledge of 
other cultures and 
communities  

 

Awareness of 
others 

 

Tolerance 

 



curiosity.. 

working 
together.. 



SKETCHBOOKS 

Every child in the school has a sketchbook. These are used to experiment 
with media, develop ideas and explore creativity. Children continue to use 
these sketchbooks throughout the Infants and often enjoy reflecting on their 
achievements. 

I love 
getting 

my hands 
messy! I’m 

copying 
these 

patterns 
carefully 

 
 



 
 

Able 
pupils 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Able pupil workshops are run at 
various times throughout the 
year. During the most recent 
workshop, a group of Y2 
children looked at the work of 
African textiles as a starting 
point. They then developed their 
own ideas in their sketchbooks. 
All children learnt how to create 
a ‘press print’ and finally created 
a beautiful collaborative print 
together. This workshop had 
very positive feedback from 
children and parents. 

 
 



Able Pupils.. 
This pamphlet is given to the parents/carers of our 
‘Able, Gifted and Talented’ children at Parents 
Evening. It includes useful website links, and a list 
of possible galleries to visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Gallery London 
www.nationalgallery.org.uk 
 
The Tate Gallery, London 
www.tate.org.uk 

http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.tate.org.uk/


Art Club.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art Club is a very popular club which is run by members 
of staff and parents. It runs on a weekly basis and is 
open to children in Y1 and Y2. 



Community involvement.. 

We have links with both 
Brighton and Hove 
Museum and art gallery 
and visit local exhibitions 
where possible. We invite 
local artists/designers and 
craft makers into school 
to talk to the children 
about their work. 

We will shortly be involved 
in the ‘Snow dogs by the 
Sea’ art programme which 
is raising money for the 
local hospice the ‘Martlets’. 
Watch this space! 

Community involvement.. 



Community involvement.. 

We have links with both 
Brighton and Hove 
Museum and art gallery 
and visit local exhibitions 
where possible. We invite 
local artists/designers and 
craft makers into school 
to talk to the children 
about their work. 

We will shortly be involved 
in the ‘Snow dogs by the 
Sea’ art programme which 
is raising money for the 
local hospice the ‘Martlets’. 
Watch this space! 

Whole School Exhibitions 



Children’s 
Parade 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 children have the 
opportunity to take part in 
the annual Children’s Parade 
as part of the Brighton 
Festival. Children and 
parent/carers are involved in 
making the costumes and 
props. It is always highly 
successful and enjoyable for 
all involved! 


