
 

 
Settling into School 

You will find lots of information in our school prospectus http://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/about-the-

school/prospectus/  

Here are some questions frequently asked by new parents:  

How will you help my child settle in?  

We stagger admissions to school over two weeks, admitting the new children in small groups for shorter 

sessions initially. This enables class teachers to give a more personal welcome to new children and their 

parents - and makes the experience less overwhelming. You will be notified of your child's school starting 

date when you bring your child along to the introductory story session in July.  

Will my child need to wear uniform?  

Our school uniform comprises a red school sweatshirt, jumper, cardigan or fleece and white t-shirt or polo 

shirt. These can be purchased from many high street retailers (Asda, Sainsbury’s, Matalan, M&S etc.) or 

you may wish to purchase items with the school logo from Logo Sports in Hove. These can be worn with 

dark grey trousers, shorts, skirts or pinafores, or with a red Summer school dress.  

It is very important that all school clothing is adequately labelled with your child's full name.  

Children should be taught to dress and undress as independently as possible.  

In the winter your child will need a warm, waterproof coat or jacket. The expectation is that all children in 

Reception will access outdoor learning daily. 

Sensible shoes are required which allow children to move around actively and safely. No high heels, flip-

flops and jewellery please, for safety reasons.  

What equipment will my child need for school?  

1. PE kit  

Shorts, a T-shirt and a pair of plimsolls for the summer are all that your child will need for PE. To keep your 

child's PE kit safe, please provide a named drawstring bag (school PE bags can be purchased from Logo 

Sports) and name everything! To begin with Reception children will do PE in the hall barefoot. There is no 

need to buy plimsolls until the Summer term. The class teacher will let you know when these are needed.   

2. Book Bag  

Parents are encouraged to purchase a school book bag to carry a book borrowed from school. (We 

recommend that food and drink is not carried in the same bag to ensure the book is kept in good 

condition.) Some communication will also come home in this bag, so please check it regularly.  

3. Sports drink bottle  

Children are encouraged to drink plenty of water during the school day. Please provide a clearly named 

bottle of water (with sports top) which should be taken home every day for washing and refilling. Fruit 

juice, squash, fizzy drinks, hot drinks and glass bottles are not permitted for health and safety reasons.  
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What are INSET days?  

INSET days are ‘In-Service’ training days for Teachers. There are five in each year. We plan them to coincide 

with Hove Junior School, adding them on to existing holidays in order to minimise disruption to parents. 

Sometimes to maximise the impact of training on our staff and time them appropriately to the needs of 

the school we hold these as after school training sessions. In this case, staff may then have these days off 

in lieu and the school is closed to children as per a normal INSET day. 

Can my child bring their favourite toy to school?  

We discourage toys from being brought to school as it is distressing for children if they are lost or broken. If 

your child needs a ‘transition object’ we can advise as to suitable objects. Please talk to your child’s 

teacher.  

What time do I need to arrive with my child in the mornings?  

Doors open at 8.50am to allow for a prompt start to the day. Registration is at 9am. Any child arriving after 

9.10am will be marked as ‘late’ in the register. For safety reasons all children must be accompanied to and 

from school by an adult. Children must never be left in the playground or at the gates on their own.  

What do I do if I am late for school in the mornings?  

If you arrive late please go to the School Office and register your child's name and the reason for lateness 

in the ‘late book’. All late arrivals have to be recorded in our class registers with a late mark. Arrivals after 

9.30 are classified as an unauthorised absence. Persistent lateness may result in a local authority fine. 

Coming to school on time gives children an important message about the value of school. Being late should 

be an exceptional experience for a child and we hope that parents will support us in prioritising punctual 

and regular attendance.  

What do I do if I am late picking up from school?  

If in an emergency you are unable to get to school by 3.15pm to collect your child, please telephone the 

school so that we can offer reassurance to your child. Children left late are taken to the School Office.  

What do I do if someone else is picking up my child at the end of the school day?  

Please let your child’s class teacher know if someone other than their regular carer is collecting them. We 

will never let your child leave with someone not known to us unless you inform us in advance. In the event 

of an emergency please ring the school office.  

Can my child have a snack?  

As part of the government’s 5-a-day campaign to encourage healthy eating, a piece of fruit is provided free 

of charge every day to all children. Free milk is also provided to those children who are under 5. You may 

also buy milk for your child through the Cool Milk scheme after their 5th birthday. There is no need to 

provide any other snacks.  

Can my child choose to have school meals or packed lunches?  

All Infant aged children are entitled to a free school dinner. Parents/carers can provide a healthy home 

packed lunch if they prefer. School lunches are provided by the catering service Caterlink UK (contracted 

by the Local Authority) and cooked on the premises. A copy of the current menu is available in the office. 



 

 

 

The children are encouraged to eat all their dinner and to use a knife and fork correctly. Please practise this 

at home. Water is provided for the children to drink. A vegetarian alternative is available every day.  

As we have Healthy Schools Status we discourage sweets, crisps and chocolate.  

What if my child has trouble toileting or dressing themselves? 

It is the school’s expectation that school age children are toilet trained. Staff can assist with occasional 

accidents but do not provide regular intimate care for children who do not have additional physical or 

medical needs.  

Children are expected to dress and undress with some help, e.g. fastening buttons. Whilst we aim to help 

every child in as timely a manner as possible, please bear in mind we have 30 children changing for PE at 

the same time and two adults per class so please practise dressing and undressing at home over the 

summer wherever possible.  

What do I do if my child is too ill to come to school?  

Please contact the school by telephone at the beginning of the first day your child is absent. The school 

office will ring to enquire about the whereabouts of any children absent without notification. Please state 

exactly what illness your child has, so we can monitor absences, particularly for infectious diseases. If your 

child has had a bout of sickness or diarrhoea please keep them at home until they have been clear for 48 

hours. Please make medical appointments out of school hours or, failing that, in the afternoon, rather than 

the morning. Children are expected to come to school on either side of an appointment, rather than lose a 

whole day of education, provided they are well enough. We ask that you bring a copy of the appointment 

letter or similar to the office for our records. Please do not be offended if you are asked to provide this.  

How do I enrol my child into clubs? 

Once children are at school full time, there is a variety of clubs offered by the school. These range from 

wrap-around care such as breakfast and after school clubs to hobbies and interests such as Football and 

Lego. For more information, contact the front office.  

 
 

 

 

 

 


