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Vision Phrase 
 

‘Aim high and smile’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are committed to safeguarding and ensuring the health, 
safety and well-being of all pupils in accordance with 
safeguarding procedures and guidance for staff outlined in 
the school’s Health and Safety, Child Protection, Security 
and Safeguarding policies. 



Music Policy 
 
Policy Statement 
 
Music at West Hove Infant School has been developed to make the experience lively and 
stimulating so that children are excited and keen to learn. The curriculum has been planned 
to enhance the children’s appreciation of the wide world of music.  They can then have the 
confidence, knowledge and understanding to participate, experiment and then create their 
own music. 
 
Aims and Objectives 
 
At West Hove Infant School we aim to provide an education that will help children: 
 

 have a basic understanding of music so that they participate fully in performing, 
composing and listening activities. 

 develop ability to listen and appreciate a wide range of music. 

 to develop enthusiasm and a reflective approach to composition. 

 gain a real sense of achievement which in turn can raise their self-esteem. 

 develop socially so they can share and gain an understanding of their own and other 
children’s cultural heritage. 

 develop an awareness of the emotional impact of music. 
 
Time Allocation 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage 
 
Music is included in Expressive Arts & Design and in the total allocation time of 14.2 % per 
week.  
Each year group has a weekly half hour singing session with the coordinator.  
 
 
Yr 1 and Yr 2 
 
Each class has a timetabled weekly half hour music session. 
Each year group has a weekly half hour singing session with the coordinator.  
 
Curriculum Coverage in Foundation Stage 
 
The EY Foundation Stage classes follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) for 
Expressive Arts & Design.  The work covered provides the basis for the work covered in 
years 1 & 2. 
Music is the scheme “Music Express” 
 
Curriculum Coverage in Key Stage 1 
 

Music is the scheme “Music Express” Units of work are covered so that there is progression 
from EY Foundation Stage through to Year Two. 
 



In each year group all children gain knowledge, skills and understanding in the following 
areas: 

 pitch 

 rhythm 

 composition 

 listening and appraising 
 
The Rationale for the Selection of content 
 

The scheme of work is “Music Express” which was purchased by the music coordinator 
September 2014. 
 
Planning and Assessment 
EYFS 
 

Individual lesson plans are worked out from the Scheme of Work and many are used 
throughout the day. Each class has a music folder or book with visual resources. These are 
also stored on staff resources.  
Also stored on the system are sound bites, clips and videos to support the music express 
lessons. 
 
In addition there is a weekly singing lesson and this relates to the topic that is covered by 
each term. 
 
Years 1 and 2 
 

Medium term planning, including clear learning outcomes are set out in the Scheme of 
Work. This ensures coverage of the curriculum and provides a clear focus for assessment. 
Weekly plans are worked out by the coordinator from the Scheme of Work and are stored 
on staff resources. Each teacher (or year group) has their own file (some are electronic) 
which includes: 
 

 lesson plans with opportunities for ICT, G&T and spirituality. 

 multicultural music 

 stories with songs 

 songs 
 
Assessments are based on the key areas covered and can be made by the teacher or the 
T.A.  
The class teacher will then keep records of each child on an on-going basis to provide 
formative assessments. Recording sheets are stored on the central computer system. 
(SIMS) 
 
Cross-Curricular Opportunities 
 

 Many listening and appraising activities are planned to link into the topics that are 
covered each term.  

 Songs are taught which link to foundation subjects and are used to re-enforce 
knowledge of a subject.  

 PSHE. Music provides opportunity for pupils to work cooperatively together creating and 
performing. 



 Dance. (Write dance scheme used in Reception) 
 
Use of ICT 
 

 ICT opportunities are available through music programs e.g. Super Dooper Music 
Looper, Planet, Play Planet and To Create. 

 CDs are provided in a central source. These include music by different composers 
around the world. 

 Each class is provided with a CD/tape player to enhance listening and appraising. In 
addition teachers can access music that has been downloaded onto the computer 
system and can be played through the IWB. 

 Videos are available to support listening and appraising in all year groups. 

 All year groups have access to a digital camera/digi-blue to record children 

 Performing in assemblies, listening to musicians and music making. 
 
Health and Safety 
 
Wind instruments are provided with anti-bacterial wipes.  Care is taken that no instrument is 
played close to their ears. 
 
Subject–Specific Learning and Teaching Strategies 
 
The Music Express scheme has been transposed into Interactive white board flip charts to 
fit in with the school’s teaching and learning model. 
At the start of each lesson the learning intentions, the success criteria and the bigger 
picture are shared with the children. The wording and format may change and it will usually 
be shown as a slide on the interactive whiteboard. The learning intentions and success 
criteria are revisited during the lesson and plenary. In this way the children are able to 
receive feedback and self-assess. Active participation is planned into each lesson and 
children are encouraged to work in pairs and groups. 
 
The Working Environment 
 
Each class has a selection of musical instruments. Multi-cultural instruments are shared 
between two classes. This applies to each year group. 
Each class is encouraged to work in a variety of ways e.g. as a whole class, with partners 
and in a group. 
Classes are encouraged to use the instruments as an interactive display. 
Additional instruments, e.g. a set of 30 claves, can be found in a central area. 
 
Role of the Teaching Assistant 
 

 to encourage the children to participate fully especially SEN, EMAS and Gifted and 
Talented children as required by the teacher. 

 To make observations to inform the children’s learning journals (FS) 
 
 
 
 
 



Display 
 
Any aspect of work may be represented in the classroom to encourage memory and active 
participation. These interactive displays are particularly important for the children to explore 
and develop use of rhythm and composition. 

 
Learning Difficulties and Disabilities 
 
We aim to ensure that children with special educational needs are supported in accessing 
the Music curriculum through a range of strategies. 
 

 Allocated adult support 

 Teamed support with higher achievers 

 Adjusted objectives 

 Active learning methods 
 
The class teacher is responsible for ensuring weekly plans are accessible to all children 
and that objectives are appropriate. Tasks are broken down into small steps giving them 
achievable goals and activities. Previous work covered is regularly reinforced so the 
children achieve their full potential. 
 
English as an Additional Language 
 
Children with English as an additional language can be easily included in a music lesson.  
Support is also available from the EMAS teacher where vocabulary is difficult. 
 
Able Pupils 
 
Able pupils will be identified and their name recorded on the school gifted and talented 
register. The class teacher is then responsible for ensuring weekly plans identify 
appropriate and challenging objectives for these children.  
Parents are informed and extra-curricular activities are suggested. Children are encouraged 
to learn an additional instrument. Through peripatetic teachers the violin and cello are 
offered. 
Opportunities through the Music Centre are identified and the parents informed. 
 
Celebrating Cultural Diversity 
 
Music helps children to develop socially as they interact, share and gain an understanding 
of their own and other children’s cultural heritage. It provides a link for children of different 
abilities, ages and children for whom English is an additional language to communicate and 
work together.  
We sing and perform a range of songs, music and stories from around the world. Pupils can 
recognize how music has influenced a community or country and see how it can influence 
their work.  
We look at instruments from other countries. 
Support can be given from T.A.s, EMAS and bi-lingual assistants. 
 
 
 



Equality of Opportunity 
 
Planning and assessment is undertaken with equality in mind ensuring that all pupils are 
treated as individuals with equal access to curriculum and participation. 
 
Spirituality 
 
The music curriculum promotes a sense of sense and enjoyment in the children’s own 
creative and imaginative abilities. It allows them to listen and appreciate music created by 
composers. 
Music lends itself to Spirituality by allowing children to work together, discussing their ideas 
and responses. Opportunities for exploring spirituality within the Music curriculum are 
identified in the Schemes of Work. 
 
Visits/Visitors/Fieldwork/Enrichment 
 
Each year there is a visit from a group of musicians for Year 2. 
Adults other than teachers make a valuable contribution to the Music programmed. Musical 
parents are actively encouraged to share their musical expertise with the children and 
professional musicians give performances which widens their musical experience. 
Year 2 children have the opportunity to take part in the Brighton Festival in the Children’s 
Parade and participate in a music workshop held at the end of the summer term. 
Each Year group participates in a Christmas concert, Year 2 visiting the local church. 
Each class is encouraged to use music in their assembly for the parents. 
 
Extra-Curricular Activities 
 
The Virtual Learning Environment provides children and parents with access to websites 
and activities with musical content enabling pupils to develop their understanding at home. 
 
Parental Involvement 
 
Parents are informed of the music to be covered each term. They are encouraged to help in 
the classroom at any opportunity. 
They are invited to a class assembly once a year and the Christmas concert. 
Musical parents are encouraged to discuss and play their instruments to the children. 
Parents are invited to concerts given by the violinists and cellists. 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
Monitoring is carried out by the Senior Leadership team and the Music coordinator.  
Music was evaluated in Spring 2009. 
Written feedback is given and staff who are less confident are then given support in 
teaching the various areas. 
 
Professional Development 
 
The Music Coordinator regularly attends workshops with the Music Advisor.  The Music 
Coordinator attends courses which will advise and so improve teaching e.g. singing. 
 



Support is given by the Subject leader to those teachers and TAs who are less confident in 
the subject.  Teachers and TAs are encouraged to participate in music courses run by the 
Music Centre. 
 
Informal observations of new scheme being taught were carried out in Summer 1 term, 
2016 – in YR, Y1 and Y2. 
Scheme is being taught well.  
 
Policy update: 
 
This policy was updated in Summer 2016. It will be reviewed in Summer 2019. 
 

 


