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Curriculum Overview for Music 

 a rapidly widening repertoire which they use to create The Music curriculum aims to give children 
original, imaginative, fluent and distinctive composing and performance work.  
They will gain a musical understanding underpinned by high levels of aural perception, 
internalisation and knowledge of music, including high or rapidly developing levels of technical 
expertise.  

The children will have very good awareness and appreciation of different musical traditions and 
genres. 

They will be able to give verbal explanations using musical terminology accurately and 
appropriately, for example they will be able to explain how they played a certain instrument.  

Above all they will develop a passion for and commitment to a diverse range of musical activities. 
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Reception 
 Autumn Term Spring Term  Summer Term 
 Topic Title: Topic Title: Topic Title: 

Essential Learning Objectives To know and join in with a variety of songs 
To explore the different sounds of instruments 
To make music and experiment with ways of it  
To represent ideas, feelings and thoughts through music 

Range of Opportunities Music Express planning will 
explicitly plan year out to meet 

the year’s music objectives 
 

Examples might be; 
-songs and rhymes 
-keeping a beat 
-percussion 
-high and low notes 

Music Express planning will 
explicitly plan year out to meet 

the year’s music objectives 
 

Examples might be; 
-names of percussion 
-controlled playing of simple 
percussion 
(fast/slow/loud/quiet) 
-ability to describe personal 
response to music 

Music Express planning will 
explicitly plan year out to meet 

the year’s music objectives 
 

Examples might be; 
-listening to a range of music 
-copy and create simple rhythm 
patterns 
-talk about different ways in 
which simple percussion 
intsruments are played 

 

Year 1 
 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
 Topic Title:  

Wild and Wonderful  
Topic Title: Castles and Caves Topic Title: The Secret Garden  

Essential Learning 
Objectives: 
 

To perform 
To compose 
To transcribe music  
To describe music 

 

Range of Opportunities Singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 
Play tuned and untuned instruments musically with appraisal, pitch and rhythm. 
Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded 
music.  
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Year 2 
 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
 Topic Title: Topic Title: Topic Title: 

Essential Learning 
Objectives: 
 

To perform 
To compose 
To transcribe music  
To describe music 

 

Range of Opportunities Use their voices expressively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 

Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded 
music. 

Play tuned and untuned instruments musically with appraisal, pitch and rhythm. 

Composition 
 


