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Vision Phrase 
 

‘Aim high and smile’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are committed to safeguarding and ensuring the health, 
safety and well-being of all pupils in accordance with 
safeguarding procedures and guidance for staff outlined in the 
school’s Health and Safety, Child Protection, Security and 
Safeguarding policies. 
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Home Learning Policy 
 

At West Hove Infant School we view home learning as being any supported or 
independent activity undertaken outside of curriculum time which reinforces, extends or 
enriches current learning. It provides opportunities for parents to be involved in their 
child’s learning and enables children to practise and consolidate skills. We recognise 
that activities undertaken at home can broaden the context of learning and provide 
enrichment and extension.  
 
The purpose of home learning is to:- 
 

 Consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in literacy and 
numeracy;  

 

 extend school learning, for example through additional reading. 
 

 exploit resources and opportunities for learning in the home, e.g. tipping out a 
piggybank and counting what is in it, or weighing things on the kitchen or 
bathroom scales; 

 

 encourage pupils as they grow older to develop the confidence and self-
discipline needed to become independent learners and to prepare them for 
the requirements of Junior School. 

 

 develop an effective partnership between the school and parents and other 
carers involving them actively in their children’s learning. 

 

Home Learning will often be varied and of a practical nature. Short activities – simple 
games, learning spellings and number facts and reading together – provide the 
opportunity for young children to talk about what they are learning to an interested adult, 
and to practise key skills in a supportive environment.  It is the involvement of parents 
and carers in joint activities which is most valuable in promoting children’s learning. 
Information about topics covered in class is sent to parents at the beginning of each 
term and is available on our website. 
 

We value the experiences children have outside of school and actively encourage the 
parents/carers of Reception children to share the children’s learning through the Portal 
Interactive Diary. Further information is given to parents in the Autumn term of 
Reception. Throughout Year One and Year Two we continue to encourage the children 
to share activities and experiences completed outside of school with their teachers and 
peers.  
 
 

The role of the School 
 
The school has a responsibility to set home learning tasks which are interesting, at the 
right level and linked to the current learning in class. 
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Class teachers will ensure that home learning is properly planned and organised so 
that:- 
 

 children are not expected to do too much; 
 

 the tasks that they are set are realistic, within the time available; 
 

 the tasks are clearly related to the work children are doing in the school; 
 

 children are given feedback on their home learning and good work is 
acknowledged and praised. 

 
At West Hove Infants we recognise that not all of our pupils have access to resources 
and equipment to help them complete their home learning tasks. In order to overcome 
this, small packs of resources (number lines, pencils, etc.) are available to parents and 
carers if needed.  
 
Reception Year 
 
For children in Reception classes home learning will focus on learning to read.  We have 
a long-held and well established Home-School Reading Programme and this is a priority 
that remains unchanged.  Children may choose a book from their class library to share 
with parents and carers at home on a daily basis.  Regular practice and listening to 
others read will continue to be essential throughout the infant school.  Parents reading 
stories to children or children reading out signs or notices on the way to and from school 
also counts as reading home learning.  It is recommended that 10 to 20 minutes daily be 
spent in looking at books together.  Titles of books read, together with comments from 
adults at both home and school, are recorded in the child’s Reading Diary. In addition, 
children will be given high frequency words to learn to read and spell.  
  
 

Year One and Year Two: 
 
Children in Year One and Year Two choose activities from their home learning grid. The 
home learning grid will be set every half term, see examples below.  Individual classes 
will make their own variations to the grid.  Individual targets will be included within the 
grid at least once per term.  Each year group will print their grid on a coloured sheet of 
paper and/or upload it onto the learning platform. When children bring their completed 
home learning grid back to school, the class teacher will discuss feedback from the 
activities with the class.  Teachers will ensure that they write a comment on the bottom 
of the home learning grid which will then be returned to parents.  
 
In addition, it is expected that children will continue to read regularly and practice 
reading and spelling high frequency words. Mathematics activities, linked to the current 
learning in class, will be sent home every two weeks. 
 
 



The following offers an explanation: 
 
Read: 
Reading here, includes reading for 
pleasure, reading fiction, 
newspapers, magazines, textbooks 
and assigned reading of texts set 
by teachers as class work.  
Research indicates that reading 
improves reading! When children 
read fiction it improves their 
empathy and helps them deal with 
failure and disappointment. 
Children can retreat into fantasy 
when times get tough. 

Be read to: 
Being read to enables children to 
imagine and form thoughts in their 
heads.  By parents using 
intonation and expression, 
children get a love of books and 
stories.  Older siblings and other 
family members should also read 
to children, as this is bonding and 
a very memorable time of 
childhood. 

Shopping: 
This is a very valuable pastime in gaining a number 
of life skills including budgeting, selecting, totaling, 
money handling, reading item labels and discovering 
what things cost and value for money. These skills 
should be developed early in life.  This includes 
grocery and other shopping including clothes and 
hardware etc.  This is also a bonding activity with 
one or both parents and siblings. 

Physical activity: 
This should be a daily part of every 
child’s life.  There is a need for 
young people to get fit and learn 
active skills that should see them 
grow into healthy, happy adults.  
This includes all forms of sport 
training to master skills or improve 
endurance.  It also includes 
activities with parents and siblings 
such as walking, cycling fishing, 
walking the dog.  When done with 
one’s parents, it helps build strong, 
lasting bonds between adults and 
children. 

Housework: 
This is absolutely compulsory and 
must be a daily part of the grid. 
Children often opt out of chores, 
which places a lot of stress on 
parents.  Children must not make 
parents their servants. At the very 
least they need to pick up after 
themselves and help prepare 
meals, tidy their rooms and other 
parts of the house.  Outdoor work 
could include gardening, painting 
& decorating. These skills are 
necessary for them to be able to 
manage their own dwellings in 
later years.  They must be age 
appropriate. 

Art: 
This can include pottery, painting, drawing and 
sketching, needlework and sewing and general 
creative pursuits and hobbies. Children need to be 
creative and stay creative throughout their school 
years. Children who select more scientific subjects in 
lower and upper secondary schooling risk losing 
much of the creative talent they demonstrated in 
early years. This should be continued so that they 
balance their pursuits to include work and leisure 
activities. 

Teach your parents: 
One of the best ways of 
consolidating what one has learnt 
is to teach the concept to another. 

Play a game with an adult: 
This is different to playing with 
friends and brothers and sisters.  
This is a special time to develop 

Assignments/Project research: 
This section is where set assignments with due 
dates and time factors can be researched.  It 
includes finding out information from television, the 
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Children brief parents about work 
covered and try to explain and 
teach particular topics learnt that 
day or that week.  One method is 
where the teacher asks the child to 
teach mum/dad/siblings specific 
topics covered with a time factor 
(max 10mins). 

communication, problem solving 
and skills that can be transferred 
from adult to child. It can also 
teach the child to win and lose 
graciously. This could include 
outdoor games as well as indoor 
pastimes such as crosswords, 
Scrabble, Yahtzee and board 
games which emphasize pictorial, 
verbal, linguistic and social skills.  
Development of patience and 
cooperation is a highlight of this 
grid entry. 

internet, dictionaries and encyclopaedias, libraries, 
parents and a host of other sources.  As knowledge 
can now be obtained 24 hours a day from wherever 
you are this skill should be done outside of the 
classroom. As computers can provide audio, video, 
graphics etc, students should develop techniques for 
collecting information at home and processing it at 
school.  

Use computer for work: 
Computing skills are absolutely 
essential for children’s future 
working life and leisure pursuits. 
Many children only use computers 
for music or chat, but they must 
also learn to use the whole range 
of services, including researching 
information, testing hypotheses, 
writing and word processing and 
using specific programs to develop 
skills such as painting programs 
and spreadsheets, e.g. Home 
learning activities and other fun 
tasks are located on the schools 
learning platform. Time should be 
limited as this is mostly sedentary 
work and often reclusive. 

Meditation/Spiritual/Relaxation: 
This is the place for children to 
devote some time for reflection 
and thinking about the needs of 
others.  In return to values 
education this must have a place 
in home learning.  This may 
include some time out from a busy 
day where they listen to relaxing 
music, meditate, watch some 
television, take up Yoga or have 
some other technique of dealing 
with the stresses of everyday life. 

Cultural: 
This is an essential part of a child’s life.  They should 
dev elop early appreciation of the Arts and be taken 
to concerts, shows, productions and Live Theatre. 
There are often cultural programs on television and 
this should mean parents and children can be 
selective in choosing culturally rich programs.  This 
is also the place to include music lessons, band 
practice, choir, drama rehearsals etc that many 
students already do immediately after school or at 
home. 



Special Educational Needs and Equalities 
 
The range of home learning activities available allows for a range of ability and provides 
for a range of learning styles. Activities are planned to meet children’s individual needs, 
including any special educational needs, with differentiated activities offered where 
necessary.   
 
West Hove Infant school is committed to promoting Disability Equality and equality of 
opportunity for pupils with learning difficulties. When setting home learning, staff will 
make reasonable adjustments to promote equality of opportunity between disabled and 
non-disabled pupils. This would include: 

 
Planning home learning that: 

 

 builds on pupils’ interests 

 would be enjoyed by both boys and girls 

 avoids stereotyping and is free from discrimination 

 enables the fullest participation of pupils with disabilities or particular medical 
needs by providing appropriate aids or adaptations 

 is attainable but challenging 
 
 
Time allocation for home learning 
 
The precise amount of time spent on home learning is less important than the quality of 
the time parents and children spend working together but generally speaking: 
 

 YR – up to 1 hour per week 

 Y1 – up to 1 hour 15 minutes per week 

 Y2 – up to 1hour 30 minutes per week 
 
 
The Role of Parents and Carers in Supporting Pupils 
 

We believe that the support of parents and carers is essential for children to make the 
most of their home learning opportunities. There are many ways in which parents can 
help their children, for example, by  
 

  encouraging and supporting them;  
 

  playing games with them, practising counting and number work, listening to children 
read;  
 

  providing somewhere quiet for children to study away from the T.V and other 
distractions;  
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 providing opportunities for real life experience; talking, shopping, using money, telling 
the time, cooking, letter writing etc. 
 

 make it clear to pupils that they value home learning, and support the school in 
explaining how it can help their learning 
 

 praise children for their efforts and achievements. 
 

If there is a problem over Home Learning we encourage parents to get in touch with the 
class teacher. Similarly if we have problems we shall contact the parents.  
 
Advice is given to parents through leaflets, meetings, displays of work and learning 
platform and teacher’s comments in home-school diaries. Written guidance is provided 
for parents on listening to children read and all parents are invited to attend a talk which 
outlines the school’s approach to the teaching or reading and writing and ways in which 
parents can best help their child at home.  This is also on the learning platform. These 
talks take place in the Autumn term of Reception and Year One.  Parents are asked to 
provide a suitable bag to ensure books and home learning are carried safely to and from 
school. 
                                                                              
 
Arrangements for Monitoring and Evaluating Policy 
 

There is a need for consistency of approach across each year group and good practice, 
particularly with regard to the setting, monitoring and marking of home learning.  To this 
end home learning assignments are recorded on Year Group planning documents. 
 

The Senior Leadership Team check that home learning is being set through scrutiny of 
year group short term planning. 
 

A sample of home learning books and/or home-school diaries is collected from each 
class every term. 
 

Parent and pupil views are surveyed on the amount and type of home learning set. 
 
 
  
 

 


