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We are committed to safeguarding and ensuring the health, 
safety and well-being of all pupils in accordance with 
safeguarding procedures and guidance for staff outlined in 
the school’s Health and Safety, Child Protection, Security 
and Safeguarding policies. 
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1. Policy statement 

 
The school's philosophy is to provide a stimulating and caring environment in which each 
child may experience high standards of education and preparation for the future; working in 
partnership with parents and the local community.  The policy for history is written in 
accordance with this philosophy. 

 
History offers young children a rich and broad experience. It is about human beings and the 
human experience. History extends pupils' understanding of people’s behavior and 
experiences in the past.  It embraces the art of oral storytelling and interpretative role-play. 
History encourages the skills of observation, interpretation and communication and inspires 
pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. 
 
The aim of this policy is to clarify to staff, governors, parents and pupils how History is 
taught in this school. 

 
2. Aims and objectives 

 
We aim to provide an education that will help children: 

 

 to enjoy history and historical investigations 

 to develop an interest in the past and an awareness of human achievement 

 to understand how the past is different from the present 

 to understand changes through time 

 to appreciate the effects of the past on the present 

 to learn about some major events in history 

 to develop a knowledge of sometime conventions and chronology within which they can 
organise their understanding of the past 

 to participate in a practical hands on approach to history 

 to communicate ideas using a variety of media 
 

Objectives 
 

The children will: 
 

 begin to understand the concepts of past, present and future 

 develop an understanding of their own and their families past 

 begin to understand that they are part of a community, a country and a world, each with 
a history 

 acquire a basic vocabulary related to time 

 have an awareness of chronology, demonstrated by an ability to sequence objects, 
pictures or events with reasonable accuracy 

 begin to use primary evidence, such as artefacts and photographs, and secondary 
evidence, such as books and oral accounts, with confidence to make simple deductions 
about the past 

 be able to ask questions about the past and seek answers from a range of sources 

 be able to describe aspects of the life in the past 

 learn about some major events and notable figures from the past 
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 begin to communicate their knowledge and understanding through speaking and 
listening, writing and illustrations  

 be able to use ICT to research information and record findings 

 become accustomed to working outside the classroom and beyond the school site 
 

3. Allocation of teaching time 
 
Allocation of teaching time at EYFS full time pupils 
 

Area of learning Understanding the world 

% of curriculum time: 4.2 

Hours per year: 36 

Nominal hours per week: 1 

 
     Allocation of teaching time in KS1 
 

Subject History 

% of curriculum time: 4.3 

Hours per year: 36 

Nominal hours per week: 1 

 
 

4. Curriculum coverage in Foundation Stage 
 

The Reception Year classes follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum 
guidance, as well as ‘Development Matters.’ History activities are derived predominantly 
from the Knowledge and Understanding of the World area of learning, in particular People 
and Communities. These activities allow children to learn about similarities and differences 
between themselves and others and among families, communities and traditions. Many of 
the Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Communication and Language 
statements also apply.  
Therefore many of the basic skills, knowledge and understanding which are important for 
History are developed through cross-curricular activities.  
Specific History tasks are either planned as focused tasks which are led by an adult, or they 
are child-initiated i.e. the child chooses to work in the indoor/outdoor learning environment 
with History resources provided. We also develop our understanding of the wider world and 
our personal history through our Wonderful World of Me sessions where each child shares 
with the class the things that make them unique and link them to the wider world. 
 
Curriculum coverage in Key Stage 1 
 
At Key Stage 1 the Scheme of Work has been developed from the National Curriculum 
Programmes of Study for History, from the New Primary Curriculum 2014. Learning 
objectives from the Chris Quigley Curriculum map have been allocated to each year group. 
These objectives were chosen to best-suit the termly topics, and to reflect continuity and 
progression in children’s skills, knowledge and understanding through the Key Stage. The 
Scheme of Work is also underpinned by the school’s Curriculum Drivers of ‘SEED’ 
(Standards, Engagement, Diversity, and Enquiry). Furthermore, History is taught according 
to principles described in the Learning and Teaching Policy. Statements from target tracker 
are also used to plan lesson content and make assessment of History more fluid. 
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See: Learning and Teaching Policy, Curriculum Drivers, Scheme of Work 
 

 
 

Year 1 
Term Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Topic Wild and Wonderful  Castles and Caves Secret Garden 
Essential Learning 
Objectives: 
 

To investigate and interpret the past 
To build an overview of world history 
To understand chronology  
To communicate historically 

 

Range of 
Opportunities 
 

 Letters to 
grandparents. 

 Comparison within 
living memory 

 Baby photos – change 
over time 

 Lewes castle visit 
Life in a castle 
Homes of the past 

 Historical figure 
(Mary Anning – fossil 
collector)  

 

Specific learning 
objectives 

To communicate 
historically 
Use words and phrases 
such as: a long time 
ago, recently, when my 
parents/carers were 
children, years, decades 
and centuries to describe 
the passing of time.  

 
To investigate and 
interpret the past 
Observe or handle 
evidence to ask questions 
and find answers to 

To communicate 
historically 
Use words and phrases 
such as: a long time 
ago, recently, when my 
parents/carers were 
children, years, decades 
and centuries to describe 
the passing of time. 

 
To build an overview of 
world history 
Describe historical 
events. 
Describe significant 

To communicate 
historically 
Use words and phrases 
such as: a long time 
ago, recently, when my 
parents/carers were 
children, years, decades 
and centuries to describe 
the passing of time. 
 
To build an overview of 
world history 
Describe historical 
events. 
Describe significant 

Reception 
Term Autumn Term Spring Term  Summer Term 

Topic 
Magical 
Me! 

Honey 
Pot 

I need a 
hero! 

Great 
Explorers 

Out of 
the egg 

Splish, 
Splash, 
Splosh 

Essential Learning 
Objectives 

To talk about past and present events in their own lives 
To discuss events in the lives of their family members 
To explore artefacts and events from the past, including significant historical 
events, people and places in their own locality 
To investigate key events in the past that is significant both nationally and globally  

Range of 
Opportunities 

 Family history  

 Fire work night 

 Bears – old and new 

 

 Booth museum visit – 
bones 

 Chronological 
personal timelines 

 
 

 Victorian washer 
women – artefacts 

 Dinosaurs, fossils, 
dinosaur periods. 
Visit to Paradise 
Park. 
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questions about the past. 
Ask questions such as: 
What was it like 
for people? What 
happened? How long 
ago? 
 Use artefacts, pictures, 
stories, online sources 
and databases to find out 
about the past. 
 
To understand 
chronology 
Recount changes that 
have occurred in 
their own lives. 

people from the past. 
Recognise that there are 
reasons why people 
in the past acted as they 
did. 
 
To investigate and 
interpret the past 
Ask questions such as: 
What was it like 
for people? What 
happened? How long 
ago? 
Use artefacts, pictures, 
stories, online sources 
and databases to find 
out about the past. 

people from the past. 
Recognise that there are 
reasons why people 
in the past acted as they 
did. 
 

 
 
 

Year 2 
Term Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Topic 

To 
infinity 

and 
beyond 

Heroes 
and 

Villains 

Into the jungle Beside the seaside 

Essential Learning 
Objectives: 
 

To investigate and interpret the past 
To build an overview of world history 
To understand chronology  
To communicate historically 

 

Range of 
Opportunities 

 The Space Race 

 Nelson Mandela and 
apartheid 

 Guy Fawkes 

  Then and now. 
Comparing modern 
day Brighton to 
Brighton in the past 

 Seaside holidays now 
and in the past 

 Pavilion visit 

 The Regency Period 
and the Prince Regent 

 Beach trips 

 Volk’s Railway trip 

Specific learning 
objectives 

To investigate and interpret 
the past 
Observe or handle evidence 
to ask questions and find 
answers to questions about 
the past. 
Ask questions such as: What 
was it like for people? What 
happened? How long ago? 

 To investigate and 
interpret the past 
Observe or handle 
evidence to ask questions 
and find answers to 
questions about the past. 
Use artefacts, pictures, 
stories, online sources 
and databases to find out 
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Use artefacts, pictures, 
stories, online sources 
and databases to find out 
about the past. 
To build an overview of 
world history 
Describe historical events. 
Describe significant people 
from the past. 
Recognise that there are 
reasons why people in the 
past acted as they did. 
 
To understand chronology  
Use dates where 
appropriate. 
Place events and artefacts in 
order on a time line. 
 
To communicate historically   
Use words and phrases such 
as: a long time ago, recently, 
when my parents/carers 
were children, years, 
decades and centuries to 
describe the passing of time. 

about the past. 
Identify some of the 
different ways the past 
has been represented. 
 
To understand 
chronology 
Label time lines with 
words or phrases such 
as: past, present, older 
and newer. 
Recount changes that 
have occurred in 
their own lives. 
 
To build an overview of 
world history 
Describe historical events. 
Describe significant 
people from the past. 
Recognise that there are 
reasons why people in the 
past acted as they did. 
Show an understanding of 
the concept of a nation’s 
history. 
 
To communicate 
historically 
Use words and phrases 
such as: a long time 
ago, recently, when my 
parents/carers were 
children, years, decades 
and centuries to describe 
the passing of time. 
Show an understanding of 
the concept of a nation’s 
history. 

 
 

5. The Rationale for the selection of content 
 
During Key Stage 1 all children should gain knowledge, skills and understanding in the 
following areas: 

 

 chronological understanding 

 knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

 historical interpretation 

 historical enquiry 

 organisation and communication 
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Pupils will be taught: 

 Changes within living memory  

 Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally  

 The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 
international achievements.  

 
6. Planning and Assessment 

 
At the Early Years Foundation Stage the planning shows opportunities across the 
curriculum for History-based activities. The children’s skills, knowledge and understanding 
will be assessed against ‘Development Matters’ and the Early Years Learning Goals 
(predominantly within ‘Understanding the World’). These are recorded in the child’s EYFS 
Profile as well as through the Interactive Learning diary where in the moment photos and 
videos are captured with observations which are linked to Assessments and Outcomes. 
At Key Stage 1 the Scheme of Work was developed using the Chris Quigley Planning 
tool. It specifies the objectives to be taught within that term. Weekly ‘topic’ plans will show 
how these objectives will be delivered and developed through defined activities. Children’s 
progress and attainment is tracked against age-related expectations. 

 
7. Cross curricular links 

 
Planning within year groups is done on a cross curricular topic basis. These topics provide 
lots of scope to children to develop skills in other subjects too. For example, constructing a 
castle in Year 1, incorporates D&T learning whilst also reinforcing the idea of what life in 
castles would have been like in the past.  
 
History topics often provides a stimulus for report writing in English, as well as opportunities 
to develop speaking and listening skills through role play and hot seating. The scheme of 
work also provides opportunities for children to develop questioning and research skills. 
There are links with PSHE; as the children learn to empathise with figures in History, 
exploring how they may have acted in similar situations. Through learning about time 
conventions and the chronology of a time line, there are opportunities to link to Maths too.  
 

8. Use of ICT 
 

Opportunities for the use of ICT, which enhances children’s learning are indicated in the 
scheme of work. ICT facilities and features support teaching and learning, such as Internet 
sources of information and appropriate software. The use of ICT can help children’s 
learning in History including: 

 

 The internet to research information 
Espresso videos 

 Word processing and graphics programs to record findings 

 IPads and digital cameras are used to record work, e.g. for role play and assessment 
purposes 

 Children also use IPads to support their research in History lessons. 
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9. Role of the TA 
 

For History lessons where a teaching assistant is available, their role is to support the 
children with guidance from the teacher.  This may involve working with targeted children to 
enable them to achieve the learning objective of the lesson, through supporting them during 
whole class teaching and later during the independent task. TAs may also be involved in 
creating role play or display areas related to the History topic. 
 

10.  Display 
 

History displays will be developed in accordance with the school's main display policy. 
Displays to show children's work will be backed on plain, neutral backgrounds so as not to 
detract from the work itself.  

 
Interactive displays are also very important for children to explore historical artefacts and 
concepts, and to consolidate what they have been finding out about.  The children will be 
encouraged to generate their own displays, for example by designing and creating a class 
museum. 
 
History resources are kept in themed boxes in the resource room (CR), Year 2 block 
resources room (CR) and in the cupboards in the hut corridor (SR). In addition children 
have access to a wide range of books, both fiction and non- fiction which are available in 
class reading corners and in the school library.   

 
See separate policy – ‘Display’. 
 

11. Equal Opportunities 
 

All children will be given equal access to History irrespective of race, gender, creed level of 
ability or nationality. Mutual respect and tolerance for all cultures and different family units 
will be promoted through the study of History.  
 

12. Special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 
 

For children with special needs, task may have to be broken down into small steps, giving 
them achievable goals within the lesson. Activities should reinforce the pupils 
understanding of content covered previously. These adaptations for SEND learners should 
be noted on History weekly planning. 
 
West Hove Infant School is committed to promoting Disability Equality and equality of 
opportunity for pupils with learning difficulties.  When planning and teaching History, staff 
will make reasonable adjustments to promote equality of opportunity between disabled and 
non-disabled pupils.  This could include: 

 

 Ensuring that all pupils can be included and participate fully in visits to museums, 
historic buildings and sites.   

 Artefacts are available for all children to handle, meaning that there are a reasonably 
equal number of heavier and lighter objects, small and larger objects that will provide all 
children with fair opportunity of handing the objects and therefore allowing pupils to 
access the items through, sight, touch, sound or smell. 

 That ICT, visual and other materials increase pupils’ knowledge of the wider world. 
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 Take into account the very slow pace at which some pupils will be able to record work, 
either manually of with specialist equipment, and of the physical effort required.  If 
necessary, and in order to enable to child to gain the most from the lesson, use a 1:1 
teaching assistant or ICT to support the child when recording and possibly scribe and 
record for the child. 

 Allocating adult support 

 Providing addition support materials (e.g. visual aids such as CIP, Makaton symbols, 
photographs. 
 
See also SEND policy 

 
13. EAL 
 

Pupils for whom English is an additional language will be supported in accessing the 
History curriculum through a range of strategies. Resources to include- CIP, Makaton, 
photos etc. The class teacher is responsible for ensuring that weekly plans are adapted 
according to the child’s needs. Extra support is available from EMAS (Ethnic minority 
Achievement service). Bilingual assistants may come in to support in class. 
 

14.  Able 
 

Differentiation, including provision for G&T children is included within weekly planning. 
Whilst the core lesson objective remains the same for all children, some will be extended 
beyond it with a set of more challenging success criteria. Marking feedback also provides 
opportunities for teachers to extend able children through questioning. 

 

 
See separate policy – ‘Gifted and Talented’ 
 

15. Celebrating cultural diversity 
 

The units of work are designed and structured to celebrate different cultures and traditions.  
For example, in Year One, the children look at a variety houses and homes in the past.  In 
Year Two, the children look at Remembrance Day exploring its continuing impact and 
relevance in the world today. Therefore, allowing the children ‘to celebrate the contribution 
to human achievement made by societies around the world, past and present’. 
 

16. Visits and visitors 
 

Children are given opportunities to visit local places of historical interest, for example Lewes 
castle in Year One, and The Royal Pavilion in Year Two.  The children will also receive 
visits from members of the public and parents.  For example, visitors to Year One may 
come to talk about their childhood toys.  Visitors to Year Two may come to discuss their 
own memories of seaside holidays, or the Royal British Legion visit with a war veteran to 
talk about Remembrance Day. Such experiences allow the children to witness primary 
accounts and questions are always encouraged. 
 

17. Parental involvement 
 

We actively encourage parents and carers, including grandparents, to be involved in our 
History topics.  This may involve parents being invited in to discuss particular topics, or by 
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supporting their child in completing a homework activity.  For example, in Year One, 
children are asked to find out what household objects their parents and grandparents had a 
home when they were 5 or 6 years of age, and in Year Two, parents are asked to share 
their memories of seaside holidays.  It may also take the form of parents helping as group 
leaders on school trips.  

 
Parents are provided with a curriculum overview for the term ahead and are therefore able 
to support and enrich their child’s learning at home.  Upcoming events and activities for 
weekends and holidays are displayed on the Parents’ notice board. 
 

18. Homework 
 
Homework grids for Key Stage 1 children include some activities for history based enquiry. 
 

19. The working environment 
 

Children are encouraged to record their work in a variety of ways according to the task. 
They work in a stimulating environment, enriched by displays and the use of the interactive 
whiteboards. The children are often given opportunities to work together and to 
demonstrate positive learning behaviours (powers). 
 

20. Monitoring and evaluation 
 

Monitoring will take various forms.  The History lead will monitor lesson plans and if 
necessary provide feedback to the History planner in each year group.  Curriculum working 
parties, with the History planner from each year group will be held to review and monitor the 
teaching of History.  The History lead may also observe History lessons or look at planning 
in order to gain a clear understanding of teaching and learning across the age range, and 
provide feedback to class teachers. Within a whole school meeting, the History lead will 
have an opportunity to look at children’s books across both Foundation stage and Key 
stage 1. 
The History lead will write an end of year review of the subject which informs a subsequent 
action plan. 
 
See ‘Monitoring and Evaluation Policy' 
 
Spring 2019 


