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Vision Phrase 
 

‘Aim high and smile’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are committed to safeguarding and ensuring the health, 
safety and well-being of all pupils in accordance with 
safeguarding procedures and guidance for staff outlined in 
the school’s Health and Safety, Child Protection, Security 
and Safeguarding policies. 
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West Hove Infant School 
Geography Curriculum Policy Document 

 
The school has a philosophy that it must provide a stimulating and caring environment in 
which each child may experience high standards of education and preparation for the 
future, and that it must work in partnership with parents and the local community. The policy 
for Geography is written in accordance with this philosophy. 
 
Introduction and Policy statement 
 
Through the teaching of Geography we are preparing our children for living and working in 
a rapidly changing international society.  
 
The Geography curriculum is planned around the vision that “geography education should 
inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain 
with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about 
diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a 
deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes (Geography 
Programmes of study, National Curriculum in England, September 2013).  
 
Geography is learning,           

 from the real world 

 about the real world 

 in the real world 
                                                                     

Aims 
 
The aim of this policy is to clarify to staff, parents, governors and pupils how Geography is 
taught at this school. 
 
The school aims to provide an education that will:  
 

 help children to enjoy Geography and geographical enquiry; 

 foster children’s sense of wonder at the beauty of the world around them; 

 help children to develop an informed concern about the quality of the environment 
and the future of the human habitat; 

 stimulate children’s interest in their surroundings and in the variety of physical and 
human conditions on the earth’s surface; 

 enhance children’s sense of responsibility for the care of the earth and its people; 

 encourage children to engage in an enquiry approach to Geography; 

 develop in children an awareness of place both near and far; 

 promote understanding of  what it means to live in one place rather than another 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Objectives 
 
The children should: 

 

 develop an awareness of the quality of their environment and the factors which affect 
it 

 begin to understand that they are part of a community, a country and a world 

 develop an appreciation of the many lifestyles in Britain and abroad, which reflect a 
variety of cultures and have developed positive attitudes towards different 
communities 

 begin to have an awareness and appreciation of the environment 

 appreciate the variety of physical and human conditions on the earth 

 develop a bank of geographical skills, including geographical vocabulary, fieldwork 
skills, using and making maps, and following directions 

 develop an ability to ask questions about places and to seek answers through 
observations and deductions 

 be familiar with the close neighbourhood of the school, both its physical and human 
features 

 have some knowledge of a contrasting locality 

 become accustomed to working outside the classroom and beyond the school site 
 
Allocation of teaching time  
 
Allocation of teaching time at EYFS-full time pupils 

Area of 
Learning 

Understanding 
of the World 

% of curriculum 
time: 

4.2 

Hours per year: 
 

36 

Nominal hours 
per week: 
 

1 

 
Allocation of teaching time at KS1 
Subject 
 

Geography 

% of 
curriculum 
time: 

4.3 

Hours per 
year: 

36 

Nominal 
hours per 
week: 

1 

 
N.B. These are necessarily crude calculations and do not take into account any cross 
curricular studies. (2017) 
 

 



Curriculum coverage in Foundation Stage 
 

The Reception Year classes follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum 
guidance, as well as ‘Development Matters.’ Geographical activities are derived 
predominantly from the Knowledge and Understanding of the World area of learning 
although many of the Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Communication 
and Language statements also apply.  
Therefore many of the basic skills, knowledge and understanding which are important for 
geography are developed through cross-curricular activities.  
Specific geography tasks are either planned, and these focused tasks led by an adult, or 
they are child-initiated i.e. the child chooses to work in the indoor/outdoor learning 
environment with geographical resources provided. We also develop our understanding of 
the wider world through our Wonderful World of Me sessions where each child shares with 
the class the things that make them unique and link them to the wider world. 
The Reception classes have also introduced a new topic called 'Around the World', wherein 
they study a different country each week, learning about the climate, location food and 
religions of the place. The countries studied are tailored to each classes' cultural heritage to 
make it pertinent to the children in each class and displayed in the classroom.  
 
Curriculum coverage in Key Stage 1 
 
At Key Stage 1 the Scheme of Work has been developed from the National Curriculum 
Programmes of Study for Geography, from the New Primary Curriculum 2014. Learning 
objectives from the Chris Quigley Curriculum map have been allocated to each year group. 
These objectives were chosen to best-suit the termly topics, and to reflect continuity and 
progression in children’s skills, knowledge and understanding through the Key Stage. The 
Scheme of Work is also underpinned by the school’s Curriculum Drivers of ‘SEED’ 
(Standards, Engagement, Diversity, and Enquiry). Furthermore, Geography is taught 
according to principles described in the Learning and Teaching Policy. Statements from 
Target Tracker are also used to plan lesson content and make assessment of Geography 
more fluid.  
See: Learning and Teaching Policy, Curriculum Drivers, Scheme of Work 
 
Year 1: 
 

Geography 

 Understanding the World: Geography 
Essential 
Learning 
Objectives: 
 

To explore and discuss features of their immediate environment  
To compare features of different environments and how they vary.  
To identify and discuss similarities and differences in relation to different places.  

Range of 
Opportuniti
es 
 

Own 
timeline 
Autumn 
walk 
 

Maps-School 
grounds  
Posting 
letters 
Bears from 
around the 
world 

People who 
help us in our 
locality 
Different 
professions 
 

Maps of the 
world 
Google Earth 
Imaginary 
journeys & 
transport. 

Habitats, 
landscapes and 
volcanos. 
School 
environment 
features – school 
map – fossil hunt 
Museum visit 

Where in the 
world? – sea 
creatures 
Treasure maps 



Term Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Topic Wonderful and Wild Castles and caves The Secret Garden 

Essential Learning 
Objectives 

 To understand locations 

 To understand places 

 To understand physical and human geography 

 To develop geography skills and fieldwork 

Range of 
Opportunities 

 Countries and capitals 

of the United Kingdom.  

 

 Place knowledge: Our 

local area – study of a 

small area/comparison 

 Bee-Bots – directions 

(link to ICT) 

 Plant hunt/ mini-beast 

hunt - fieldwork and 

observational skills. 

 Use simple compass 

directions. 

Specific learning 
objectives 

 To name, locate and 

identify characteristics 

of the four countries 

and capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and its 

surrounding seas. 

 

 To use simple fieldwork 

and observational skills 

to study the geography 

of their school and its 

grounds and the key 

human and physical 

features of its 

surrounding 

environment.  

 To use simple compass 

directions (North, 

South, East and West) 

and locational and 

directional language 

[for example, near and 

far; left and right], to 

describe the location of 

features and routes on 

a map. 

 To use aerial 

photographs and plan 

perspectives to 

recognise landmarks 

and basic human and 

physical features; 

devise a simple map; 

 To use simple fieldwork 

and observational skills 

to study the geography 

of their school and its 

grounds and the key 

human and physical 

features of its 

surrounding 

environment.  

 To use simple compass 

directions (North, 

South, East and West) 

and locational and 

directional language 

[for example, near and 

far; left and right], to 

describe the location of 

features and routes on 

a map. 

 To use aerial 

photographs and plan 

perspectives to 

recognise landmarks 

and basic human and 

physical features; 

devise a simple map; 



and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key. 

 To use basic 

geographical vocabulary 

to refer to and describe 

key physical and human 

features of locations. 

(See below) 

and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key. 

 

Vocab:  
 

 key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, 

river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

 key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port,  

harbour and shop 

 
 
Year 2: 

Geography 

Term Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Topic 

To infinity  
and Beyond!/Heroes and 

Villains 

Into the jungle Beside the seaside 

Essential Learning 
Objectives 

 To understand locations 

 To understand places 

 To understand physical and human 
geography 

 To develop geography skills and fieldwork  

 Ongoing development of geographical skills 
linked to current learning and topical issues 

 

Range of 
Opportunities 

 Looking down from space 

 Nelson Mandela – South 
Africa 

 Space Dome visit  

 Directional programing 
(Computing link) 
 

 Rainforest weather and 
climate. 

 Rainforest’s positions on 
the planet 

 Focus on Kenya (The 
Hunter) 

 Rainfall and temperature 
differences 

 Rainforest animals and 
adaptation to climate  

 Physical and human 
features of locations.  

 Recap World’s Continents  

 Drusilla’s trip 

 Beach trips 

 Brighton beach vs Rio beach 
 



Specific learning 
objectives 

 Investigate the world’s 
continents and oceans. 

 To name and locate the 
world's seven continents 
and five oceans. 

 To name and locate the 
world's seven continents 
and five oceans. 

 To use world maps, atlases 
and globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the 
countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key 
stage. 

 To use simple compass 
directions (North, South, 
East and West) and 
locational and directional 
language [for example, near 
and far; left and right], to 
describe the location of 
features and routes on a 
map. 

 To understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the 
human and physical 
geography of a small area 
of the United Kingdom, and 
of a small area in a 
contrasting non-European 
country.  

 To identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns in 
the United Kingdom and 
the location of hot and cold 
areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and 
the North and South Poles. 
(Measure rainfall every day 
and use thermometers. 
Collect data.) 

 To use world maps, atlases 
and globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the 
countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key 
stage. 

 Describe key physical and 
human features of 
locations.   

 To understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the 
human and physical 
geography of a small area of 
the United Kingdom, and of 
a small area in a contrasting 
non-European country. 

 To use simple compass 
directions (North, South, 
East and West) and 
locational and directional 
language [for example, near 
and far; left and right], to 
describe the location of 
features and routes on a 
map. 

 To use aerial photographs 
and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple 
map; and use and construct 
basic symbols in a key. 

 To use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to and 
describe key physical and 
human features of 
locations. (See below) 

Vocab:  

 key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season and weather 

 key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port,  harbour and 
shop 

 
The Rationale for the selection of content 
 
Key Stage 1 the Geography curriculum should allow children to; 

 develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality  

 learn vocabulary relating to human and physical geography 

 begin to use geographical skills (including first-hand experience, to enhance their 
locational awareness) 

 
Pupils will be taught: 

 Locational knowledge; 

 Place knowledge; 

 Human and physical geography; 

 Geographical skills and fieldwork. 
 

 
  



Planning and Assessment 
 
At the Early Years Foundation Stage the planning shows opportunities across the 
curriculum for Geography-based activities. The children’s skills, knowledge and 
understanding will be assessed against ‘Development Matters,’ and the Early Years 
Learning Goals (predominantly within ‘Understanding the World’). These are recorded in 
the child’s EYFS Profile. 
At Key Stage 1 the Scheme of Work was developed using the Chris Quigley Planning 
tool. It specifies the objectives to be taught within that term. Weekly ‘topic’ plans will show 
how these objectives will be delivered and developed through defined activities. Children’s 
progress and attainment is tracked against age-related expectations. 
Children are now provided with the opportunity to self-assess each piece of work against 
the objectives taken from Target tracker before being Teacher assessment is done. This 
allows children to take ownership of their work and to ensure they understand the lesson 
targets clearly. 

   
 
Cross curricular opportunities 
 
Speaking and listening, and reading and writing are essential for the processes of finding 
out about, and communicating an understanding of Geography and therefore there are very 
obvious links with English.  
 
The Scheme of Work also provide opportunities for children to develop mathematical skills, 
particularly during fieldwork and the use of maps. Children work with numerical data, which 
relate to real situations. Often they will have collected the data themselves. 
Other subjects, especially Science, History, Art and ICT have strong links with Geography 
which can be identified in lesson plans.  
 
Teaching and Learning Strategies 
 

The use of ICT 
 
Opportunities for the use of ICT, which enhance children’s learning of Geography and links 
with ICT, are indicated in the scheme of work. ICT facilities and features support teaching 
and learning, such as Internet sources of information and appropriate software. Children 
often use IPads to support their research in Geography lessons. The use of ICT can help 
children’s learning in Geography: 

 by enhancing their skills of geographical enquiry; 

 by providing a range of information sources to enhance their geographical 
knowledge; 

 by supporting the development of their understanding of geographical patterns and 
processors; 

 by providing access to images of people, places and environments; 

 by contributing to pupil’s awareness of the impact of ICT on the changing world 
 
 
 
 
 



Health and Safety 
 
Risk assessments are completed, and reviewed on a yearly basis, for any off-site activity as 
well as any extra-curricular on-site visitors/activities.  Refer also to Health and Safety 
Policy. 
 
 
Homework 
 
Homework grids for Key Stage 1 children include some activities for geography-based 
enquiry. Additional topic related half-termly projects are given to children e.g. to draw a map 
of their route to school from home in Year 1. 
 
 
The working environment 
 
Children are encouraged to record their work in a variety of ways according to the task in 
hand. They work in a stimulating environment, using displays, interactive whiteboards, etc. 
to achieve positive results. (See classroom organisation and management policy.) They are 
often given opportunities to work together and to demonstrate the use of the School’s 
Learning Powers.  
 

Fieldwork is also an important part of teaching and learning in Geography. The immediate 
local environment is used (playground, area around the school sites, Brighton beach) as 
well as travel further across the county (e.g. Woods Mill).  
 
Role of the TA 
 
Teaching assistants see the plans at a designated time each week and assist the teacher to 
carry out the lesson successfully, working with groups or individuals where necessary. In 
KS1, topic lessons are typically taught in the afternoon without TA’s.  
 
Display 
 
Geography resources are kept in the cupboards in the hut corridor (SR) or Resource room 
(CR) and in the Year 2 block resource room (CR), some are kept in themed boxes and 
trays. There are also globes, thermometers, World and UK maps for each classroom a 
number of sets of atlases, map books and other text books. DVD’s and CDs, some about 
Barnaby Bear, and teacher’s resource books are also to be found in the 
photocopying/resource room. Teachers also use the interactive white board for maps, 
pictures, and information etc.  
 
The children have access to a wide range of books, both fiction and non-fiction, on human 
and physical geography and cultural themes. These are available in the school library and 
in the class book corner. Information can also be accessed from the internet. Children are 
also encouraged to bring in their own topic books to share with the class.  
 
 
 
 



Supporting and challenging all learners 
 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
 
For children with special needs, tasks may have to be broken down into small steps, giving 
them achievable goals, and activities should reinforce the pupil’s understanding of content 
covered previously. In this way all children will be enabled to achieve their full potential. 
 
West Hove Infant School is committed to promoting Disability Equality and equality of 
opportunity for pupils with learning difficulties. When planning and teaching Geography staff 
will make reasonable adjustments to promote equality of opportunity for disabled and non-
disabled pupils. This could include; 

 allocating adult support 

 providing additional support materials (e.g. visual aids such as photographs, 
Makaton symbols, concept boards, Communication in Print resources) 

 providing alternative resources (e.g. adapted scissors or other tools which are easy  
to manipulate, use of alternative materials for pupils with sight or hearing difficulties 

 modifying tasks (e.g. working on the same objectives but with an alternative choice 
of media, recording work in different ways such as with a digital camera/ verbally/ 
with a tape-recorder) 

 specially adapted transportation for fieldtrips 
         See also ‘SEND Policy’ 
 
English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
 

Pupils for whom English is an additional language will be supported in accessing the 
Geography curriculum. The class teacher is responsible for ensuring that weekly plans are 
adapted according to the child’s needs. Extra support is available from EMAS (Ethnic 
Minority Achievement Service). 
 
See ‘Policy for EAL’ 
 
Able, Gifted and Talented 
 
Differentiation, including provision for Gifted and Talented children, is included in the 
Geography lesson plans. 
Within each year group all children would be expected to follow the same core studies but 
differentiation means that some children will be extended beyond it. As in all other subject 
areas, the needs and abilities of the individual child would be taken into account. 
 
Celebrating Cultural Diversity and Promoting Community Cohesion 
 
 
Celebrating cultural diversity 
 
Geography is open to all children, of whatever age, gender, ethnic origin, ability and social 
background because it engages children in real questions, issues and problems, and is 
concerned with the real world and real people within it. 
Care is taken to avoid cultural or gender stereotyping when selecting resources and 
planning activities. 



Cultural diversity is explored and celebrated through studies of other countries and cultures, 
as well as through the Wonderful World of Me sessions. Children also have the opportunity 
to take home, or away, a ‘class bear’ and record their experiences. This encourages 
children to share their knowledge of different places and culture within families, as well as 
identifying different locations. 
The Curriculum driver for ‘diversity’ is a strong part of the geography curriculum. 
See also ‘Equality Policy’ 
 
Spirituality 
 
By its very nature, the Geography curriculum promotes a sense of enjoyment and wonder in 
children’s own creative and imaginative abilities.  It allows them to question and reflect upon 
what they value in the world, as well as appreciating and valuing what other designers have 
created.  Opportunities for exploring spirituality within the Geography curriculum are 
identified in the Schemes of Work. 
 
 
Community Cohesion 

 
Parents and other adults in the community with a background/experience in Geography 
issues or experience of contrasting localities are encouraged to share their knowledge and 
experience with the children in relation to each geography topic. Teachers explore 
opportunities for making visits within the local environment (e.g. trips to the post-box to 
send invitations for Teddy Bear Picnics in Reception).  
 
See ‘Single Equalities and Community Cohesion Policy 
 
Curriculum enrichment 
 
Visits/visitors/fieldwork/enrichment 
 

Wherever possible, first hand experiences are provided either in the immediate locality of 
the school, the local neighbourhood or the wider area; for example map work and a study of 
local amenities and shops a result of Year 1’s walk around the local area and map work in 
Year 2’s trip to Hove Beach. 
We also enhance learning about Geography by visits to a Woods Mill in Reception and  
Drusillas Park in Year 2. 
 

Parental involvement and the West Hove Infant School Website 
 
Parent/carers are informed of their child’s progress in Geography during Parent/Carer 
consultations, and in the Annual Summary Report. 
Parents/Carers are also offered the opportunity to come in and share and Geography 
based skills they may have with the class.  
Questionnaires are given to children to complete with their adults before the start of a new 
topic to show what they already know about the topic and what they would like to find out 
during their lessons.  
The School’s website is used to provide Parents with the Geography e-portfolio so parents 
are aware of the scheme of work for their child.  
 



Monitoring and Evaluation 
 

The Subject Leader (with support from the Curriculum Working Party) is responsible for 
monitoring and evaluating teachers’ planning, resourcing, provision and identification of 
priorities within the subject. In addition the teachers in each group carry out a termly 
evaluation of each unit of work. Geography is reviewed annually (with input from those who 
attend the SIDP meeting) and an action plan is established.  
The Subject Leader along with the Governors and Senior Leadership team are responsible 
for evaluating standards of children’s achievement each year, including those identified as 
Able, Gifted and Talented.  
Outcomes of monitoring and evaluation, together with any statutory changes in the National 
Curriculum or new national/local initiatives, will inform the review of the policy by the 
Geography Subject Leader. 
 
See ‘Monitoring and Evaluation Policy’ 
 
 
 
 

 


