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Curriculum Overview for Art 

The Art curriculum aims to give children the ability and skills to produce creative work, explore their own ideas and express 

themselves imaginatively. Children will have the opportunity to use visual language skilfully to express emotions, interpret 

observations, convey insights and accentuate their individuality. Each term, children will explore drawing, painting, print making, 

3D work and a range of mixed media including textiles, collage and digital media. The school will focus on developing a deeper 

knowledge of other artists, craft makers and designers from around the world. This will allow children to think and act like 

creative practitioners by using their knowledge and understanding to inform, inspire and interpret ideas, observations and 

feelings. Children will be offered experiences to select and use materials, processes and techniques skilfully and inventively and 

be encouraged to reflect on, analyse and critically evaluate their own work and that of others. The curriculum will inspire a 

passion for and a commitment to the subject. 

Below is a table to show a typical year of Art and Design teaching, with examples of how the different skills may be taught, 

usually linked to the current class topic. 
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Curriculum Map 

Reception 
 Autumn Term Spring Term  Summer Term 
 Magical Me Honey Pot I need a hero! Out of the 

Egg 
Great 

explorers 
Splish, Splash, 

Splosh! 
Essential Learning Objectives Expressive arts and design: Exploring and using media and materials 

•Explores what happens when they mix colours.  
•Experiments to create different textures. 
•Understands that different media can be combined to create new effects. 
•Manipulates materials to achieve a planned effect. 
•Uses simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately. 
•Selects appropriate resources and adapts work where necessary. .  
Early Learning Goal:  They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques,  
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and  function. 
Expressive arts and design: Exploring and using media and materials 
•Create simple representations of events, people and objects.  
•Chooses particular colours to use for a purpose. 
Early Learning Goal: Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original 
ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings 
through art.’ 

Range of Opportunities Colour mixing 
Autumnal 
printing 

Portraits-
drawing 

Diva lamps 
Christmas art  

Fine line 
drawings-
Goldilocks 

Observational 
drawings-old 

bears 

Chinese New 
Year art 

Mono Printing 
Skeleton straw 

collage 
 

TBC!  Weaving 
Collage-

(Mattisse) 
 
 
 

Bubble 
printing 

Sea collage-
fabric 
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Year 1 
 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
 Wild and Wonderful  Castles and Caves The Secret Garden 

Essential Learning 
Objectives: 
 

To develop ideas 
To master techniques 
To take inspiration from the greats 

 

Range of Opportunities Observational drawings of 
fruit 

Dragons 
brusho/Printing/scales/on fabric 

Artist study. Multi media collage 
Portraits  

 

 

Year 2 
 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
 To Infinity 

and Beyond 
Heroes and 

Villians 
Into the Jungle Wonders of 

the Night 
Beside the 

Seaside 
Essential Learning 
Objectives: 
 

To develop ideas 
To master techniques 
To take inspiration from the greats 

 

Range of Opportunities Artist study: 
Andy Warhol. 
 
Observational 
drawing/view 
finders. 

Artist study: 
Kandinsky,Klee 
or Matisse. 

Artist study: Andy 
Goldsworthy.  
Art with natural objects. 

Observational 
drawing/ 
nocturnal 
focus. 

Artwork from 
photos of places 
such as Brighton 
Pier, the Pavillion 
and surtrounding 
areas.  
Portraits 
 

 


