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Communication and Language 
 Autumn Spring Summer 
 Bears, Bears, Bears I need a Hero! Great Adventures Out of the Egg Splish! Splash! 

Splosh! 
 

Learning 
Expectations 
 

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions 
from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with 
adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and 
echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children’s language effectively 
 
Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive 
opportunities to use and embed unfamiliar words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, 
storytelling, and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites 
them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures. 

Range of 
Opportunities 

At the beginning of each academic year, children are introduced to good communication skills and taught how to work with a challenge partner. 
All other opportunities around communication and language are threaded throughout the rest of the curriculum.  
Please see individual subjects for further detail.  

Specific C&L opportunities: Challenge partners, construction – sharing models, Wonderful World of Me (WWoM), Talk for writing, stem sentences, 
listening to stories without pictures, problem solving, Working with Others.  

Skills & 
Knowledge 

ELG: Listening, Attention & Understanding (2021)  
Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole 
class discussions and small group interactions.  

 Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding.  

 Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 
 
ELG: Speaking (2021) 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary.  

 Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and 
poems when appropriate.  

 Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making 
use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 
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Environmental 
Links 

   

Vocabulary Sentence, word, speak, listen, challenge partner, sound, phoneme, digraph, trigraphs, vowel, consonant. 

 

PSED 
 Autumn Spring Summer 
 Bears, Bears, Bears I need a Hero! Great Explorers Out of the Egg Splish! Splash! 

Splosh! 
 

Learning 
Expectations 
 

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their 
cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm 
and supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. 
 
Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own 
abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to 
look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children 
they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which 
children can achieve at school and in later life. 

Range of 
Opportunities 

 Name games 

 Miss Beanie stories 

 Independence and Cooperation units 

 Family week 

 Perseverance and Imagination units 

 Circle time on emotions unit 

 Gender Stereotyping unit 

 Unit on maintaining bodily health 

 Vocational job visitors e.g., medics 

 Moderated diet unit 

 Unit on maintaining good mental health 

 Good to Be Me (Self-confidence) unit 

 Getting on and Falling Out (negotiation, 
co-operation and consent) Unit 

 Restorative Justice based games  

 P.E focus on carrying and storing 
equipment safely 

 Units on sun and water safety 

 Feeling Good, Feeling safe (protective 
Behaviours) unit 

 First school trip 

 Personal history & changes unit  

 Meeting with new teachers 

 Interviewing Year 1 children ahead of 
transition 

 
 

Knowledge 
 Children increasingly follow rules, 

understanding why they are important   
 

 Children know and can talk about the 
different factors that support their overall 
health and wellbeing; sensible amounts 
of 'screen time', having a good sleep 

 Children know and can talk about the 
different factors that support their 
overall health and wellbeing; being safe 
in the sun and the water 
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routine, managing their personal hygiene, 
being a safe pedestrian 

 Children know and can use skills that 
contribute to good well-being and mental 
health (SMILE) 

 Children know who to tell if they find 
something unsafe online 

 Children know the name for their private 
parts and why they are private 

 Children know what their Early Warning 
Signs are in unsafe situations 

 Children know how to stay safe online 

 Children know who to ask for help if they 
have a worry 

Skills 

ELG: Self-Regulation (2021) 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly.  

 Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate.  

 Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow 
instructions involving several ideas or actions. 

Self-Regulation Reception skills: 

 Children can express their feelings and consider the feelings of others. 

 Children are developing their sense of responsibility and membership of a community. 

 Children talk about their feelings using words like 'happy', 'sad', 'angry' or 'worried.' 

 Children are able to identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally. 

 Children talk with others to solve conflicts. 

 Children are developing appropriate ways of being assertive. 
ELG: Managing Self (2021) 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. 

  Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly.  

  Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the importance of 
healthy food choices. 

Managing Self Reception Skills: 

 Children select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one 
which is suggested to them. 

 Children see themselves as a valuable individual. 

 Children do not always need an adult to remind them of a rule.  

 Children are increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g., brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying their 

hands thoroughly. 

 Children manage their own needs. 

 Children are able to make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and tooth-brushing. 
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ELG: Building Relationships (2021) 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others.  

 Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers.  

 Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs. 
Building Relationships Reception Skills: 

 Children are showing more confidence in new social situations. 

 Children help to find solutions to conflicts and rivalries, e.g., accepting that not everyone can be Spider-Man in the game, and 
suggesting other ideas. 

 Children build constructive and respectful relationships. 

 Children think about the perspectives of others. 

 Children are becoming more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting. 

 Children play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas. 

 Children are beginning to understand how others might be feeling. 

Vocabulary on-
going 
throughout the 
year 
 

Honest, kind, property, gentle, working hard, listening 
Perseverance, cooperation, independence, imagination, questioning 

Unit specific 
vocabulary 

Autumn 1: Independence, cooperation, rules, 
kind, property, gentle, listen, honest, class, 
friends, teacher 
Autumn 2: Imagination, perseverance, 
bullying, friend, refugee 
 

 
Spring 1: Helping, safe, healthy, ill, treat, 
everyday, emergency, body, mind 
Spring 2: Confidence, unique, skin, 
personality, appearance, argument, 
compromise, safety, safely, store, carry 
 
 

Summer 1: Safety, safely, body parts, names, 
warning signs, unsafe, safe 
Summer 2: Change, transition, growing up, 
moving, feelings, emotions 

 

 

Physical Development 
 Autumn Spring Summer 
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 Bears, Bears, Bears I need a Hero! Great Explorers Out of the Egg Splish! Splash! 
Splosh! 

 

Learning 
Expectations 
 

Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy, and active lives. Gross and fine motor 
experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-
ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. 
 
By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, 
stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social 
and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and 
varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and 
support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence. 

Range of 
Opportunities 

Hall Skills-Autumn 1In this unit children are 
beginning to explore how to use the hall space 
safely and confidently.  
WHERE THE UNIT FITS IN: This unit lays the 
foundations for all P.E. sessions with 
behavioral expectations put in place, as well as 
in introduction to how to use the space 
effectively and safely. 
 
Dance-Autumn 2 In this unit children are 
beginning to explore ways of physically 
interpreting a well-known story, ‘We’re going 
on a Bear Hunt’. The context for the dance will 
be the performed version of the story which 
re-enforces familiar movements and 
directions. 
WHERE THE UNIT FITS IN: This unit lays the 
foundations for future dance units, in which 
children will explore shape and develop spatial 
awareness. They begin to familiarise 
themselves with a movement vocabulary 
whilst developing their ability to work 
individually and in a group. 

Gymnastics-Spring 1 In this unit children are 

beginning to explore ways of controlling their 

body and using it to make different 

movements.  

WHERE THE UNIT FITS IN: This unit lays the 
foundations for future gymnastics units and is 
essential for teaching good basic practice, such 
as sitting and moving. 
 
Games Skills-Spring 2 In this unit children are 

beginning to develop more control over their 

body and objects outside of themselves.  

WHERE THE UNIT FITS IN: This unit lays the 
foundations for game playing and is essential 
for children to develop coordination and 
balance and proprioception. 
 

Team Games-Summer 1 In this unit children 
are using the skills learned in Spring 2. 
WHERE THE UNIT FITS IN: This unit develops 
the communication and cooperation skills 
needed for game playing.  

 

Athletics-Summer 2 In this unit children are 

beginning to learn basic Athletic skills, 

including working as a team and strategizing 

for use in their first sport’s day. 

WHERE THE UNIT FITS IN: This unit lays the 

foundations for Athletics and is essential for 

children to develop coordination, balance and 

proprioception and communication skills. 
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Knowledge 

 Know the rules we have for P.E. and 
why these are important. 

 Know how to move to a beat.  

 Know how to hold a pencil correctly 
using tripod grip. 

 Know how to hold and use scissors 
correctly. 

 Know how to move like a gymnast 
through travelling moves, balances, 
jumps and landings. 

 Know how to pass and receive a ball 
in multiple ways using techniques to 
improve these. 

 Know the rules for simple games 

 Know how to cooperate as a team to 
win a game. 

 Know how to improve key moving 
techniques such as skipping and 
running. 

 Know how to hold a pencil effectively. 

Skills 

ELG: Gross Motor Skills (2021) 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others. 

  Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing. 

  Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing. 
Gross Motor Reception Skills 

 Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired; climbing, rolling, crawling, jumping, running, hopping, 
skipping 

 Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and grace 

 Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a group 

 Children are developing overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture 

when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor. 

 Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting, and aiming. 

 Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging in activities that involve a ball 

 Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a group. 

 Are developing the overall body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility needed to engage successfully with future PE sessions and 

other physical disciplines including dance, gymnastics, sport and swimming 

 Create a short sequence of movements 

 Roll in different ways with control 

 Travel in different ways  

 Stretch in different ways  

 Jump in a range of ways from one space to another with control 

 Begin to balance with control 

 Move around, under, over, and through different objects and equipment 

 Control my body when performing a sequence of movements 

 Participate in simple games 

 Hit a ball with a bat or racquet 
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 Roll equipment in different ways 

 Throw underarm 

 Throw an object at a target 

 Catch equipment using two hands 

 Move a ball in different ways, including bouncing and kicking 

 Use equipment to control a ball 

 Kick an object at a target 

 Move safely around the space and equipment 

 Travel in different ways, including sideways and backwards 

 Play a range of chasing games 

 Follow simple rules. 

 Run in different ways for a variety of purpose 

 Jump in a range of ways, landing safely 

 Join a range of different movements together  

 Change the speed of their actions  

 Control my body when performing a sequence of movements. 

 Change the style of their movements  

 Create a short movement phrase which demonstrates their own ideas 

Gross Motor Nursery Skills 

 Go up steps and stairs, or climbs up apparatus, using alternate feet 

 Start to take part in some group activities which he/she makes up for himself/herself, or in teams 

 Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting, e.g., they decide whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, 

depending on its length and width 

 Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan, e.g., choosing a spade to enlarge a small hole they dug with a trowel 

 Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long plank safely, carrying large hollow blocks 

 Skip, hop, stand on one leg, and can hold a pose for a game like musical statues 

 Continue to develop their movement; balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills 

 Start to take part in some group activities which he/she makes up for himself/herself, or in teams 

 Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers 

 Are increasingly able to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm 

 Start to take part in some group activities which he/she makes up for himself/herself, or in teams 

ELG: Fine Motor Skills (2021) 
Children at the expected level of development will: 
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 Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases. 
 Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery.  

 Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
 

See also Writing - Handwriting and EAD & PSED for Health and FM skills 

Vocabulary 

Hall Skills: slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, 
walking, running, jumping, skipping, sliding and 
hopping, direction, space. 
 
Dance: Arms, legs, body, feel, smell, sounds, 
direction, speed, hall, space, beat. 
 

Gymnastics: Legs, gymnast, tiptoes, arms, 
space, hall, feet, wiggling, sliding, shuffling, 
walk, skip, jog. 
 
Games Skills: Legs, arm, body, balancing, rope, 
hoop, beanbag, hand, back, head, control, 
target, push, pull, catching. 
 
 

Team Games: Legs, arm, body, balancing, team, 
hoops, rolls, throwing underarm, goal, arm 
throwing, defence, invasion. 
 
Athletics: Running, sprint, distance, race, 
breathing, body, relay, throw, balancing, faster, 
slower, hall, space. 
 
 

 

Reading 
 Autumn Spring Summer 
 Bears, Bears, Bears I need a Hero! Great Explorers Out of the Egg Splish! Splash! 

Splosh! 
 

Learning 
Expectations 
 

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. 
Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about 
the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word 
reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy 
recognition of familiar printed words.  

Range of 
Opportunities 

Autumn 1: Phase 1 Phonics focussing on 
environmental sounds, body percussion, 
rhythm, rhyme and alliteration. 
Autumn 2: Phase 2 Phonics focussing on single 
letter sounds, grapheme phoneme 
correspondence, segmenting and blending 
skills. 
 
Core Texts 

Spring 1: Phase 3 Phonics focussing on learning 
digraphs and trigraphs, grapheme phoneme 
correspondence segmenting and blending 
skills. 
 
Spring 2: Phase 3 Phonics application unit 
focussing on using digraphs and trigraphs in 
segmenting and blending skills for reading and 
writing. 

Summer 1: Phase 4 Phonics focussing on 
consonant clusters and consonant blends as 
well as grapheme phoneme correspondence, 
segmenting and blending skills. 
Summer 2: Phase 4 Phonics focussing on 
consonant clusters and consonant blends as 
well as grapheme phoneme correspondence, 
segmenting and blending skills. 
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Autumn 1: All Are Welcome, Our Class is a 
Family, The Family Book, Peace at Last, 
Whatever Next 
Autumn 2: Pandas! We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Dear 
Polar Bear, Dear Santa 

 
Core Texts 
Spring 1: What the Ladybird Heard, People 
who Help Us Series-Doctor, Police Officer, Vet, 
Stuck! 
 
Spring 2: Jack & the Flum Flum Tree, Where 
the Wild Things Are, The Gingerbread Man, A 
Place Called Home, Love Around the World 

Alphabet names, Upper and lower case 
correspondence.  
 
Core Texts 
Summer 1: Harry &the Bucketful of Dinosaurs, 
There’s a T-Rex in Town, There’s a Stegosaurus 
on the Stairs, There’s a Triceratops in the Tree 
House 
Summer 2: Billy’s Bucket, Commotion in the 

Ocean, The Whale and the Snail, First Big Book 

of the Ocean 

Knowledge 

 Know some nursery rhymes off by 
heart. 

 Know that a rhyming word is the same 

sound at the end  

 Understand that print has meaning 

 Know that to say all the sounds in a 

word and blending them together is 

reading. 

 Know what a syllable is and count 
them in words. 

 Know that putting words together is 
reading a caption or a sentence 

 Know that re-reading the sentence 
will help to understand what they are 
reading. 

 Know the structure of a non-fiction 
text 

 Know a sound for each letter in the 
alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 

 

Skills 

ELG: Comprehension (2021) 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently 
introduced vocabulary.  

 Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories.  

 Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play 
Comprehension Reception Skills: 

 Re-read books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment 

 Listen to stories that are re-read by an adult and learn the merit of re- reading a familiar text 

 Begin to make links about what they read or hear to their own experiences 

 Say if they like or dislike a story and be able to say what it is or why they feel this way. 
Comprehension Nursery Skills: 

 Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary 
 

ELG: Word Reading (2021) 
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Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.  

 Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with 
their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 

Word Reading Reception Skills: 

 Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them 

 Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound correspondence 

 Can read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say the sounds for them 

 Can read a few common exception words matched to the school's phonic programme 

 Can read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter-sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few 
exception words 

 Begin to read words with two syllables 

 Read aloud sentences and books that are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge 

 Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading. 

 Begin to spot apostrophes in reading books. 
Word Reading Nursery Skills: 

 Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: spot and suggest rhymes; count or clap syllables in a word; recognise words with 
the same initial sound, such as money and mother 

 Count or clap syllables in a word 

 Begin to read aloud phrases and sentences that are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge 
 

Additional Reading Skills: 
Retrieval Skills Reception: 

 Explain what has happened in the text by answering questions 

 Recall events and retell the story in order sometimes using prompts 

Retrieval Skills Nursery: 

 Engage in extended conversations about stories 
Inference and Deduction Skills Reception: 

 Draw on various cues to make sensible inferences and answer questions. Be able to say why they think this related to the text. 

 Draw on various cues to make sensible predictions about what might happen next. Be able to say why they think this related to the text. 

 Answer questions or say what they have remembered 
 Justify their thoughts, ideas, answers and predictions related to their own knowledge and experience (How do you know? Why do you think that?) 

 Talk about books they have read and enjoyed and say what they like about them 
Inference and Deduction Skills Nursery: 

 Draw on various cues to make predictions about what might happen next 
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Text Structure Skills Reception: 

 Retell stories in correct order 

 Be able to recall what happens at the beginning, middle and end of a story 

 Recognise how a fiction and a non-fiction text are different and how they are used and read differently 

 Learn how to use page numbers and contents page to retrieve information 
Text Structure Skills Nursery:  

 Understand that we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom 

 Understand the names of the different parts of a book 

 Understand page sequencing 
Language Skills Reception: 

 Collect and discuss the meaning of unknown words from texts to extend understanding and vocabulary (display) 

 Talk about books they have read and enjoyed and say what they like about them 

 Recognise and join in with known phrases 
Writer’s Purpose Skills Reception: 

 Locate the title. Alongside the picture on the front cover predict what the book will be about 

 Discuss the use of font and page organisation for effect. 
 Read and discuss traditional tales 

 

Ongoing 

 Know the meaning of collected unknown words to extend understanding and vocabulary (display) 

 Know some poems and rhymes off by heart 

 Understand that print can have different purposes and know these purposes 

 Know and can say a grapheme representation for each of the phonemes in our language.  

 Know an array of tricky and high frequency words by sight 
 

Vocabulary 
Book, word, title, author, illustrator, pictures, initial, sounds, phonemes, phonics, syllables, rhyme, alliteration, rhythm, letters, digraph, trigraph, 
story, likes, dislikes, characters, prediction, feelings, non-fiction, fiction, contents, index, blend, segment, sound buttons, beginning, middle, end, 
labels, information books, sentences, busy bees, sound mats. 
 

Writing 
 Autumn Spring Summer 
 Bears, Bears, Bears I need a Hero! Great Explorers Out of the Egg Splish! Splash! 

Splosh! 
 



Curriculum Map – Year R 
 

Communication & Language, PSED, Physical Development, Literacy, Maths, Understanding the World, Expressive Arts & Design  

Learning 
Expectations 
 

Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about 
the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Writing 
involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing). 

Range of 
Opportunities 
 

Autumn 1 

 Representing objects and adding 
initial sounds 

 List writing with initial sounds, 
building to initial and end sounds 

 Phase 1 Phonics focussing on 
environmental sounds, body 
percussion, rhythm, rhyme and 
alliteration 

Core Texts 
All Are Welcome, Our Class is a Family, The 
Family Book, Peace at Last, Whatever Next 
 
Autumn 2 

 Label writing 

 Simple sentence writing using phonic 
sounds they can discern (may be 
solely initial, initial and end, or initial, 
medial and end sounds) 

 Talk for Writing using core text: We’re 
Going on a Bear Hunt 

 Writing a simple sentence using a 
describing word 

 Writing an invitation 

 List writing 

 Phase 2 Phonics focussing on single 
letter sounds, grapheme phoneme 
correspondence, segmenting and 
blending skills 

Core Texts 

Spring 1 

 List writing 

 Simple sentence writing using a 
capital letter 

 Simple sentence writing using a 
capital letter and full stop 

 Simple sentence writing using a 
capital letter, finger spaces and a full 
stop 

 Writing sentences using all basic 
punctuation, adjectives and a 
conjunction 

 Handwriting ‘curly caterpillar’ letters 
(see handwriting policy) 

 Phase 3 Phonics focussing on learning 
digraphs and trigraphs, grapheme 
phoneme correspondence 
segmenting and blending skills 

Core Texts 
What the Ladybird Heard, People who Help Us 
Series-Doctor, Police Officer, Vet, Stuck! 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring 2 

 Adjectival labels 

 Writing a series of sentences using 
basic punctuation 

 Writing a series of descriptive 
sentences 

Summer 1 

 Fact sentence writing 

 Story writing in a series of sentence 
using beginning, middle and end 
structure 

 Letter writing 

 Handwriting ‘One-armed robots’ (see 
Handwriting policy) 

 Phase 4 Phonics focussing on consonant 
clusters and consonant blends as well as 
grapheme phoneme correspondence, 
segmenting and blending skills 

Core Texts 
Harry &the Bucketful of Dinosaurs, There’s a T-
Rex in Town, There’s a Stegosaurus on the 
Stairs, There’s a Triceratops in the Tree House 
 
Summer 2 

 Writing a postcard 

 Writing an adventure story using 
beginning, middle and end structure 

 Writing a simple riddle 

 Writing individual fact books 

 Handwriting ‘Zig Zag Monsters’ (see 
handwriting policy) 

 Phase 4 Phonics focussing on 
consonant clusters and consonant 
blends as well as grapheme phoneme 
correspondence, segmenting and 
blending skills 

 Alphabet names, Upper and lower 
case correspondence 
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Pandas! We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Dear Polar 
Bear, Dear Santa 

 Talk for Writing using core text: The 
Gingerbread Man 

 Innovating a new ending for a story 
using a series of descriptive sentences 
using conjunctions. 

 Handwriting ‘ladder letters’ (see 
handwriting policy) 

 Phase 3 Phonics application unit 
focussing on using digraphs and 
trigraphs in segmenting and blending 
skills for reading and writing. 

Core Texts 
Jack & the Flum Flum Tree, Where the Wild 
Things Are, The Gingerbread Man, A Place 
Called Home, Love Around the World 

Core Texts  
Billy’s Bucket, Commotion in the Ocean, The 
Whale and the Snail, First Big Book of the 
Ocean 

Ongoing throughout the year: 
• Talk for writing building on repetition and retelling of known stories and texts. 

• Write riddles that use pattern, rhyme and description.  

• Adult led and child-initiated opportunities to experience the following forms of writing: 

• Labels; lists; letters; captions; cards; instructions; recounts; stories. 

Knowledge 

• Write some letters accurately. 

• Write some or all of their name. 

• Understand how words can combine to 

make captions and sentences. 
 

 Understand that an adjective 

describes a noun and gives the reader 

more information.  
 Understand the following 

terminology: letter, capital letter, 

word, full stop, question mark. 

 Learn how to use grammar 

appropriate for Year R e.g. full stops 

and conjunctions. 

 Can form all 26 lower-case and capital 

letters correctly.  

 Be aware of question marks and 

exclamation marks and how they 

change the sentence. 
 Know how to use capital letters for 

pronoun I, at the beginning of a 

sentence and for their name. 

 

Skills 

Spelling 

 Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters (Writing - ELG)  

 Write some or all of their name 

 Can spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s 

 Learn new vocabulary (Speaking). Use new vocabulary through the day (Speaking) 

Handwriting 
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 Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed (Writing - ELG) 

 Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases. (Fine Motor- PD – ELG) 

 Show a preference for a dominant hand. (Fine Motor – PD) 

 Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor. (Fine Motor – PD) 

 Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils. (Fine Motor – PD) 

 Develop the foundations of a handwriting style, which is fast, accurate and efficient. (Fine Motor – PD) 

Composition 

 Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others (Writing – Literacy - ELG) 

 Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing, e.g. writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; 

writes 'm' for mummy 

 Can write short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondence using a capital letter and full stop 

 Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences (Speaking) 

 Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense 

Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation 

 Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary (Speaking – 

Communication and Language – ELG) 

 Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes, and 

poems when appropriate (Speaking – Communication and Language – ELG) 

 Learn new vocabulary (Speaking) Use new vocabulary through the day (Speaking) 

 Begin to use words and clauses using ‘and’ and some other connectives 

 Begin to use adjectives in a sentence. 

 Can form capital letters correctly. Use capital letters for names and personal pronoun I 

 Begin to use capital letters at the beginning of sentences and full stops at the end of a sentence 

 

Vocabulary 
Alphabet, letter, word, Sound, phoneme, letter 
name, tricky words, busy bee words, segment, 
spell, caption, sentence 
 

Handwriting, pencil grip, lead in, lead out, on 
the line, below the line, above the line, tall 
letter, low letter, tail, handwriting family 
names e.g. Curly caterpillars 
Sentence, caption, story, words, capital letter, 
full stop, improve, story language, question 
mark, adjective, conjunction. 

Improve, extend, exciting, alternative, 
synonym, writer’s voice. 
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Maths – Number 
 Autumn Spring Summer 

Bears, Bears, Bears I need a 
Hero! Great Explorers Out of the 

Egg Splish! Splash! Splosh! 

 

Learning 
Expectations 
 

Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children 
should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns 
within those numbers. 
By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding – such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens 
frames for organising counting – children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In 
addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of 
mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for 
patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes. 
 

Range of 
Opportunities 
 

Subitising: 

perceptually 

subitise within 3 

identify sub-

groups in larger 

arrangements  

create their own 

patterns for 

numbers within 

4 

practise using 

their fingers to 

represent 

quantities which 

they can subitise 

experience 

subitising in a 

range of 

Subitising: 

continue from first half-term 

subitise within 5, perceptually 

and conceptually, depending 

on the arrangements. 

 

Cardinality, Ordinality and 

Counting: 

continue to develop their 

counting skills 

explore the cardinality of 5, 

linking this to dice patterns 

and 5 fingers on 1 hand 

begin to count beyond 5 

begin to recognise numerals, 

relating these to quantities 

they can subitise and count. 

 

Subitising: 
increase 

confidence in 

subitising by 

continuing to 

explore 

patterns within 

5, including 

structured and 

random 

arrangements 

explore a range 

of patterns 

made by some 

numbers 

greater than 5, 

including 

structured 

Subitising: 
explore symmetrical 

patterns, in which each side 

is a familiar pattern, linking 

this to ‘doubles’. 

 

Cardinality, Ordinality and 

Counting: 

continue to consolidate their 

understanding of cardinality, 

working with larger numbers 

within 10 

become more familiar with 
the counting pattern beyond 
20 
 
Composition: 

Subitising: 
continue to 
practise 
increasingly 
familiar 
subitising 
arrangements, 
including 
those which 
expose ‘1 
more’ or 
‘doubles’ 
patterns 
use subitising 

skills to 

enable them 

to identify 

when patterns 

show the 

(In this half-term, the children 

will consolidate their 

understanding of concepts 

previously taught through 

working in a variety of 

contexts and with different 

numbers.) 

Subitising: 

subitise structured and 

unstructured patterns, 

including those which show 

numbers within 10, in relation 

to 5 and 10 

be encouraged to identify 

when it is appropriate to 

count and when groups can 

be subitised. 
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contexts, 

including 

temporal 

patterns made 

by sounds. 

 

Cardinality, 

Ordinality and 

Counting: 

relate the 

counting 

sequence to 

cardinality, 

seeing that the 

last number 

spoken gives the 

number in the 

entire set 

have a wide 

range of 

opportunities to 

develop their 

knowledge of 

the counting 

sequence, 

including 

through rhyme 

and song 

have a wide 

range of 

opportunities to 

develop 1:1 

correspondence, 

including by 

Composition: 

explore the concept of 

‘wholes’ and ‘parts’ by 

looking at a range of objects 

that are composed of parts, 

some of which can be taken 

apart and some of which 

cannot 

explore the composition of 

numbers within 5. 

 

Comparison: 

compare sets using a variety 

of strategies, including ‘just 

by looking’, by subitising and 

by matching 

compare sets by matching, 

seeing that when every object 

in a set can be matched to 

one in the other set, they 

contain the same number and 

are equal amounts. 

 

 

 

patterns in 

which 5 is a 

clear part 

experience 

patterns which 

show a small 

group and ‘1 

more’ 

continue to 
match 
arrangements 
to finger 
patterns 
 
Cardinality, 
Ordinality and 
Counting: 
continue to 

develop verbal 

counting to 20 

and beyond 

continue to 

develop object 

counting skills, 

using a range of 

strategies to 

develop 

accuracy 

continue to link 

counting to 

cardinality, 

including using 

their fingers to 

represent 

explore the composition of 

odd and even numbers, 

looking at the ‘shape’ of 

these numbers 

begin to link even numbers 

to doubles 

begin to explore the 

composition of numbers 

within 10. 

Comparison: 

compare numbers, 

reasoning about which is 

more, using both an 

understanding of the ‘how 

many-ness’ of a number, and 

its position in the number 

system. 

 

 
 

 

same number 

but in a 

different 

arrangement, 

or when 

patterns are 

similar but 

have a 

different 

number. 

 

Cardinality, 

Ordinality and 

Counting: 

continue to 

develop 

verbal 

counting to 20 

and beyond, 

including 

counting from 

different 

starting 

numbers 

Composition: 

explore the 

composition 

of 10. 

 

Comparison: 

order sets of 

objects, 

linking this to 

their 

Cardinality, Ordinality and 

Counting: 

continue to develop 

confidence and accuracy in 

both verbal and object 

counting. 

 

Composition: 

explore the composition of all 

numbers 1-10. 

 

Comparison: 

order sets of objects, linking 

this to their understanding of 

the ordinal number system 

using numbers 1-30 and 

beyond. 
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coordinating 

movement and 

counting 

have 

opportunities to 

develop an 

understanding 

that anything 

can be counted, 

including actions 

and sounds 

explore a range 

of strategies 

which support 

accurate 

counting. 

 

Composition: 

see that all 

numbers can be 

made of 1s 

compose their 

own collections 

within 4. 

 

Comparison: 

understand that 

sets can be 

compared 

according to a 

range of 

attributes, 

including by 

their numerosity 

quantities 

between 5 and 

10 

order numbers, 

linking cardinal 

and ordinal 

representations 

of number. 

 

Composition: 
continue to 

explore the 

composition of 

5 and practise 

recalling 

‘missing’ or 

‘hidden’ parts 

for 5 

explore the 

composition of 

6, linking this to 

familiar 

patterns, 

including 

symmetrical 

patterns 

begin to see 

that numbers 

within 10 can 

be composed 

of ‘5 and a bit’. 

 

Comparision: 

understanding 

of the ordinal 

number 

system. 
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use the 

language of 

comparison, 

including ‘more 

than’ and ‘fewer 

than’ 

compare sets 

‘just by looking’. 

 

 

 

continue to 

compare sets 

using the 

language of 

comparison, 

and play games 

which involve 

comparing sets 

continue to 

compare sets 

by matching, 

identifying 

when sets are 

equal  

explore ways of 

making 

unequal sets 

equal. 

Knowledge 

 Know the correspondence between 
numeral and object when counting e.g., 
one number name for each object (1:1 
principle) 

 Understand the ‘one more than/ one 
less than’ relationship between 
consecutive numbers. 

 

 Automatically recall number bonds for 
numbers 0-10. 

 Understand that double is the same 
amount again. 

 Understand that half is sharing equally 
in two parts. 

 

On-going throughout the year 

Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number. 

Skills 

ELG: Number (2021) 

 Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number.  

 Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5.  

 Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some 

number bonds to 10, including double facts. 

Numerical Patterns ELG: 
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 Verbally count beyond 20, recognizing the pattern of the counting system. 

 Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, or less than or the same as another 

quantity. 

 Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed 

evenly.  

Place Value 

 Recite numbers past 5. 
 Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5. 
 Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. 
 Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral up to 5. 

 Count objects, actions and sounds. Link the number symbol to its cardinal number value. 
 Count beyond 10. 
 Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals 

 Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually. (subitising) 

 Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. 
 Compare numbers (more than, fewer, less than) 

Addition and Subtraction 

 Explore the composition of numbers to 10. 
 Solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5.  

Fractions 

 Introduce language of part and whole using visual representation. Understand that a whole object can be made up of parts that you cannot 
always see. 

 Investigate sets of objects to make double of that amount. 

 Share objects equally between two sets. 

Vocabulary 
Numbers 1-20, count on/back, lots, more, few, 
fewer, compare, sort, order, before, after, less, 
many, most, the same as, ones, pair, how many, 
altogether, subitise, same, different. 

Add, more, altogether, takeaway, number line, 
one more, ones less, equals, equal to, double, 
half, how many?, make, total, compare, more, 
fewer. 

Times, counting in ones, twos, fives, tens, lots 
of, groups of, once, twice, five times, sharing, 
share, set, group, left, left over 
Double, half, whole 
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Maths – Pattern - Shape, Space and Measure 
 Autumn Spring Summer 
 Bears, Bears, Bears I need a Hero! Great Explorers Out of the Egg Splish! Splash! Splosh! 

 
Learning 
Expectations 
 

It is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics 
including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and 
relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes. 

Range of 
Opportunities 
 

As part of daily 
routines use 
language such as 
now and next, 
first, then. 
Visual timetable 
to organise the 
day. 
 
 

Compare objects of 

different weights  

Use balance scales 

to find heaviest, 

lightest 

Use nonstandard 

units to measure 

weight 

Calendar to discuss 
days of the week 
and Months of 
year.  
Link to UW with 
discussion on 
seasons. 
 

Compare objects 

of different 

lengths and 

heights 

Use nonstandard 

units to measure 

length and 

height of 

objects, 

Repeating patterns 

Describe patterns 
ABCABC, ABBCABBC 
etc. spot errors. 
 
Comparing weight 
(mass) 

Introduce coins in role play 
Incorporate money and 
coins into calculations and 
examples when solving 
addition and subtraction 
problems. 
3D shapes and weight 
Shapes in environment 

 

Compare objects of different 

capacities 

 

Knowledge  

On-going throughout the year  

Understand and use vocabulary to talk about days of the week and months of year and seasons. 

 

 Understand position through 
words alone, e.g. ‘The bag is 
under the table’, with no 
pointing. 

 

 Understand that coins show 
different amounts and have 
different values 

 Understand that a pattern is a 
repeated sequence of 
category(ies), such as size or 
colour. 

 

 Know the names for flat and solid (2D and 3d 
shapes), as well as the mathematical terms to 
describe the properties of them, e.g., corners and 
faces. 

 Know the purpose of measure and why we measure 

and compare things such as length, capacity and 

weight in everyday contexts, e.g. cooking. 
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Skills 

Numerical Patterns ELG: 

 Verbally count beyond 20, recognizing the pattern of the counting system. 

 Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, or less than or the same as another 

quantity. 

 Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed 

evenly. 

Measure 

 Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity. 

 Compare length, weight and capacity 
 Model comparative language using the word ‘than’ eg. ‘This is heavier than that.’ 

 Ask children to test predictions such as pour the jug into the teapot, which will hold more? 

Money 

 Use coins to pay for different items 
Time 

 Describe a sequence of events, real, or fictional using words such as ‘first’ ‘then’ 

 Use time language such as now and next, first, then. 

 Use a visual timetable to organise the day. 
Pattern 

 Talk about and identify the patterns around them. For example; stripes on clothes, designs on rugs, wallpaper. Use informal language like 
‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc. 

 Notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern. 

 Continue, copy and create repeating patterns (make patterns with varying rules eg. AB, ABB, ABBC). 
 
2D Shape 

 Talk about and explore 2D shapes using informal and mathematical language (sides, corners, straight, flat, round). 

 Combine shapes to make new ones, e.g. An arch, a bigger triangle. 

 Compose and decompose shapes so that children recognize a shape can have other shapes within it, just as numbers can. 

 Select, rotate and manipulate shapes in order to develop spatial reasoning skills. 
 
3D Shape 

 Talk about and explore 3D shapes using informal and mathematical language (sides, corners, straight, flat, round). 

 Select shapes appropriately flat surfaces for building, a triangular prism for a roof etc. 

 Compose and decompose shapes so that children recognize a shape can have other shapes within it, just as numbers can. 

 Select, rotate and manipulate shapes in order to develop spatial reasoning skills. 
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Position and Direction 

 Describe a familiar route. 

 Discuss routes and locations using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind.’ 

 Select, rotate and manipulate shapes in order to develop spatial reasoning skills. 
 

Vocabulary 

Days of the week, week, month, year, 
weekend, birthday, holiday, morning, 
afternoon, evening, night, midnight, 
bedtime, dinnertime, playtime, today, 
yesterday, tomorrow, before, after, 
next, last, now, soon, always, never, 
first,  
Heavy, light, small, large, thick, thin, 
low, weigh, weights,  

Long, longer, longest short, shorter, 
shortest, tall, taller, tallest, ruler, far, 
near 
Position, distance, after, before, in, on, 
inside, under, on top of, behind, next 
to, above, below, top, bottom, side, 
outside, around, underneath, in front, 
front, back, before, middle, up, down 
forwards, backwards, across, close, far, 
along, to, from, slide, roll, turn, stretch, 
bend, move 
 

Curve, straight, line, corner, edge, flat, square, triangle, 
oblong, circle, semi-circle (etc.), point, solid, inside, on, 
under, turn.  
 
Early, late, quick, fast, slow, old, new, watch, clock, capacity, 
time, money, 
Empty, full, deep, holds, container, coin, pound, pence cost, 
money, penny, buy, sell, pay, price, how many? 

 

 

 

Understanding of the World- People, Cultures and Communities & Past and Present 
 Autumn Spring Summer 
 Bears, Bears, Bears I need a Hero! Great Explorers Out of the Egg Splish! Splash! 

Splosh! 
 

Learning 
Expectations 
 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s 
personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries, and museums to meeting 
important members of society such as police officers, nurses, and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically, and ecologically diverse world. As well as building 
important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s 
vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 



Curriculum Map – Year R 
 

Communication & Language, PSED, Physical Development, Literacy, Maths, Understanding the World, Expressive Arts & Design  

Range of 
Opportunities 

People, Cultures and 
Communities: 

 Family week: 
exploring, 
recognising, and 
celebrating family 
units and 
diversity 

Past & Present: 

 Enquiry- A 
comparison of 
harvest 
celebrations then 
and now. 

Linked texts: 
The Family Book, All 
are Welcome  

People, Cultures and 
Communities: 

 Learning about 
Hannukah 

 Learning about 
Diwali 

 Learning about 
Christmas 

 Christmas Nativity 
play 

Past & Present: 

 Enquiry- a 
comparison of 
Christmas 
celebrations then 
and now. 

Linked texts: 
Little People, Big 
Dreams: Mary Anning, 
Marie Curie 

People, Cultures and 
Communities:  

 Enrichment visits 
from community 
helpers, e.g., 
Police, 
paramedics, etc. 

 
Past & Present: 

 Enquiry- police 
officers now and 
then 

 Working wall 
timeline 

Linked texts: 
Little People, Big 
Dreams: Pele, Evonne 
Goolalong, People 
who Help Us series 

People, Cultures and 
Communities:  

 Spring festivals 
around the world, 
e.g., Cherry 
blossom festival, 
Holi  

 Learning about 
Easter  

 Class focussed 
countries linked 
to topic 

 Learning about 
UK landmarks 

Past & Present: 
Linked texts: 
Little People, Big 
Dreams: David 
Attenborough, Jane 
Goodall, Love Around 
the World, A Place 
Called Home 

People, Cultures and 
Communities:  
 
Past & Present: 

 School visit to 
dinosaur museum 

 Key eras of 
dinosaur life 

 Focus dinosaur of 
the week-learning 
key facts 

 Where did 
dinosaurs live 

 When did 
dinosaurs live 

 Categorising 
dinosaurs 

 Designing your 
own dinosaur 

Linked texts: 
Little People, Big 
Dreams:  Georgia O’ 
Keeffe, Josephine 
Baker, What if a 
Dinosaur series 

People, Cultures and 
Communities:  

 Bible stories of 
Jonah and Noah 

 Learning about 
ocean pollution 
and protection 

 Taking part in 
Sport’s Day 

Past & Present: 

 PSED unit on 
changes-both 
reflecting on their 
personal history 
and looking 
forward to the 
transition to Yr 1. 

 Enquiry-Brighton 
now and then 

Linked texts: 
Little People, Big 
Dreams:  Michelle 
Obama, Emmeline 
Pankhurst, Now I am 
Big 
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Knowledge  

 To know where I live and that my address 

is unique. 

 Know that there are different countries in 

the world and can talk about the 

differences he/she has experienced or seen 

in photos 

 

 Know that there are different countries in 

the world and talk about the differences 

they have experienced or seen in photos.  

 To know what a landmark is, and recognise 

some key UK landmarks through a familiar 

story 

 Know how to read a simple map by 

identifying key features such as sea and 

land 

 

 Understand that some places are special to 

members of their community. 

 Know that we live in Brighton and Hove, 

which is a city by the sea. 
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Skills 

ELG: Past & Present (2021) 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. 

  Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 

 Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 
ELG: People, Cultures and Communities (2021) 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.  

 Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in class.  

 Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-
fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 

 Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary (both with resources in the school learning environment and during outdoor trips to the 

park, to post a letter). 

 Make connections between the features of their family and other families. 

 Explore the natural world around them 

 Describe what they see, hear, and feel whilst outside 

 Draw information from a simple map 

 Use a globe and world map to locate countries of significance to members of the class 

Location Knowledge 

 Draw information from a simple map  

 Recognise and explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries 

Human and Physical Geography 

 Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

 Talk about what they see using a wide vocabulary 

 Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 

 Draw information from a simple map 

Place Knowledge 

 Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between people 

 Talk about members of their immediate family or community. 
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On-going throughout the year 
 

 Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries. 

 Recognise some environments that are different from the one in which they live. 

 Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them 

Vocabulary 

Season, Autumn, 

Spring 

road, park, plants, 

trees, leaves, 

playground, house, 

home, flat, 

 

Christian, Christmas, 
stable, Jesus, God,  
 
A long time ago, 
change. 
 
 
season, Autumn, 

Spring 

road, park, traffic, 

school, post office, 

post box, plants, 

trees, leaves, zebra 

crossing, traffic lights, 

playground, house, 

home, flat, 

 

 

Globe, map, address, 

journey, landmark, 

school, playground, 

near, far, clean, dirty, 

busy, road, town, 

park, sensory 

language  
Country, family, globe, 

map, sea, Brighton 

and Hove, same, 

different 

United Kingdom, 

Brighton and Hove, 

School Road, Holland 

Road, landmark, sea, 

ocean, lake, river, 

pond  

season, Autumn, 

Spring 

road, park, traffic, 

school, post office, 

post box, plants, 

trees, leaves, zebra 

crossing, traffic lights, 

playground, house, 

home, flat, 

Family, community, 

special places, 

playground, school, 

Dinosaur, extinct, 
habitat, volcano, 
same, different, fact, 
fossils, grouping, 
sorting, 
palaeontologist, 
question, prehistoric 
 

Baby, infant, child, 
teenager, grown up, 
old, change, growing 
up, question 
 
save, waste, eco, 

environment 
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Brighton and Hove, 

town, map, country, 

globe 

 

 

 

 

Understanding of the World – The Natural World 

Term 
Autumn Spring Summer 

Bears, Bears, Bears I need a Hero! Great Explorers Out of the Egg 
Splish! Splash! 

Splosh! 

Learning 
Expectations 
 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of 
children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries, and museums to 
meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses, and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically, and ecologically diverse world. As well as 
building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening 
children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 

Range of 
Opportunities 

 Induction- based 
on learning all 
about our new 
community  

 Learn about 
different types of 
families. 

 Introduction to 
Science and 
investigations 

 Science 
investigation, 
predicting – what 
will happen to 
gummy bears in 
water.  

 Playdough 
making – 
observing 
changings of 
state 

 Rotting 
experiment – 
apple – change of 
state  

 Changes in 
autumn/ visit to 
local park looking 
at seasonal 
changes. 

 Seasons focus on 
Winter focus  

 Pushes, pulls and 
twists 
investigation - 
Materials 
(Rapunzel’s 
beard) 

 Caring for birds – 
diet, habitat, 
environmental, 
bird feeder  

 Healthy living – 
covered in PSE  

 Light and 
Reflection – 

 Planting and 
caring for seeds 

 Observe changes 
in plants – life 
cycle of a plant 

 Observational 
drawings of 
plants & mini 
beasts (also 
covered in 
Saplings) 

 Cooking 
gingerbread men 
– changes of 
state 

 Volcano 
experiments  

 Habitats:  
Dinosaurs, when 
and where did 
they live - 
contrasting 
environment 
then and now – 
human impact – 
intro of climate 
change link  
 

 Comparing 
similarities and 
differences 

 The water cycle – 
where water 
come from and 
where does it go? 

 The water cycle – 
practical 
experiment 

 Uses of water  

 Floating and 
sinking  

 Capacity  

 Caring for the 
ocean  

 Oceans and 
plastic pollution 
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 Science 
investigation, 
Predicting Light 
and dark – what 
colour bear will 
you see in the 
dark  

 Harvest – crops, 
plants 

 Focus on seasons 
and why we 
harvest crops at 
this time of year. 

  Harvest crops 
from forest 
school 

 Autumn – Senses 
link 

Linked texts: 
The Family Book, All 
are Welcome, Our 
Class is a Family 
 

 Environment 
observations. 
Senses link.  

 Making porridge 
– observing 
changes of state  

 Topic with links 
to bears around 
the world, e.g. 
pandas in Asia  

 Post letter in the 
local 
environment to 
our own homes. 

Linked texts: 
Little People, Big 
Dreams: Mary Anning, 
Marie Curie 
 

Experiment and 
exploration 

Linked texts: 
Little People, Big 
Dreams: Pele, Evonne 
Goolalong, People 
who Help Us series 
 

 Changes in Spring 
Senses  

 Focus on 
changing of the 
season and 
Spring festivals 

Linked texts: 
Little People, Big 
Dreams: David 
Attenborough, Jane 
Goodall, Love Around 
the World, A Place 
Called Home 
 

between 
dinosaurs  

 Mary Anning - 
fossils 

 Body awareness - 
Naming parts of 
the body – 
protective 
behaviours  

Linked texts: 
What if a Dinosaur 

series 

 Climate change 
link 

 Ice melting - 
changing states 
of matter. 

 Observational 
drawings of fish  

 Personal changes 

 Topic on water, 
including our 
locality as a 
seaside city. 

Linked texts: 
Now I am Big 
 

Knowledge  

 To know where I live and that my address 

is unique. 

 Know and be able to and describe people 

who are familiar to them. 

 

 Know that there are different countries in 

the world and talk about the differences 

they have experienced or seen in photos. 

 Know how to use a globe and world map 

to locate countries of significance to 

members of the class 

 To know what a landmark is, and recognise 

some key UK landmarks through a familiar 

story 

 Know that there are different countries in 

the world and talk about the differences 

they have experienced or seen in photos 

 Begin to make sense of their own life-story 

and family’s history. 
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 Know and understand the key features of 

the life cycle of a plant and an animal 

 Understand the need to respect and care 

for the natural environment and all living 

things 

 Know and can talk about the different 
factors that support their overall health 
and wellbeing; regular physical activity, 
healthy eating, good sleeping routine. 

Skills 

ELG: The Natural World (2021) 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants; using senses with first-hand 
experience, discuss how we care for the natural world, observe and interact with natural processes (such as ice melting, a sound causing a 
vibration, light travelling through transparent material, an object casting a shadow, a magnet attracting an object and a boat floating on 
water). 

 Describe what they see, hear, and feel whilst outside (Name and describe some plants and animals children are likely to see, encouraging 
children to recognise familiar plants and animals whilst outside)  

 Recognise some environments that are different from the one in which they live (Model the vocabulary needed to name specific features 
of the world, both natural and made by people)  

 Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class;  

 Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 

 Name and describe people who are familiar to them (nurses, doctors) 
 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

 Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 

 Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary (both with resources in the school learning environment and during outdoor trips to the 

park, to post a letter). 

 Make connections between the features of their family and other families. 

 Explore the natural world around them 

 Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside 

 Draw information from a simple map 

 Use a globe and world map to locate countries of significance to members of the class 

Human and Physical Geography 
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 Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

 Talk about what they see using a wide vocabulary 

 Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 

 Draw information from a simple map 

 Recognise some environments that are different from the one in which they live. 

Place Knowledge 

 Talk about what they see using a wide vocabulary 

 Draw information from a map. 

 Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries. 

Working Scientifically 

 Uses all his/her senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials 

 Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. 

 Explore how things work 

 Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 

 Explores the natural world around them 

Animals, Including Humans 

 Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.  

 Explores the natural world around him/her 

Living Things & Their Habitats 

 Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 

 Explore collections of (natural) materials with similar and/or different properties. 

 Explore the natural world around them. 

 Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 

 Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live 

Materials 

 Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.  

 Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties.  

 Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary 

 Talks about the differences between materials and changes he/she notice 

 Recognises some environments that are different to the one in which they live 

 Describe what they see, hear, and feel whilst outside. 

Forces 

 Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary 
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 Explores and talks about different forces they can feel –  

-how the water pushes up when they try to push a plastic boat under it 

-how they can stretch elastic, snap a twig, but cannot bend a metal rod  

-magnetic attraction and repulsion 

 
On-going throughout the year 
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them 

 

Vocabulary 

Families, love, 
parents, carers, 
mummies, daddies, 
brothers, sisters, 
home, house, flat, 
garden, stairs, 
neighbours, family, 
pets, grandparents, 
cousins 
 
Questions, 
investigation, same, 
changes, different, 
light, dark. 
predictions, 
experiment, 
investigation 
 
Harvest, seasons, 
crops, farmer 

Hot, cold, mixture, 
sticky, dough, hot, 
flour, water, change, 
temperature, sweet 
or salty.  
 
Rotting, bacteria, 
mould, germs, decay 
 
Spring, Summer, 
Autumn, Winter, day, 
month, year, seasons, 
leaves, weather, 
temperature, trees, 
evergreen, deciduous 
 
Bear, panda, polar, 

grizzly, brown, black, 

koala  

Birds, bird feeder,  

homes, hatch, chick 

 
 

 

 

Push, pull, force  
 
Diet, habitat 
 
Clean, dirt, soap. 
Bacteria, germs 
 
See, sight, smell, 

touch, feel, senses 

 
Light, reflection 
 
Head, shoulders, 

arms, hands, fingers, 

legs, feet, toes, 

stomach, elbow, knee 

Pets, animals, cat, 

dog, mouse, rabbit, 

guinea pig  

Glass, metal, plastic, 

wood, brick, rock, 

paper, fabrics, 

Hard, soft, bendy, 

squashy, shiny, 

smooth, rough 

Seed, growth, air, 
seed, water, sunlight, 
dark, soil, nutrients, 
stem, root, leaves, 
flower, dough, clean, 
rolling pin, ginger, 
smell, heat, 
temperature, cooling, 
taste.  
 
Globe, map, address, 

journey, landmark, 

school, playground, 

near, far, clean, dirty, 

busy, road, town, 

park, sensory 

language 

Family, community, 

special places, 

playground, school, 

Brighton and Hove, 

town, map, country, 

globe 

Reaction, bubble, 
explode, similarities, 
differences, features, 
Diet, habitat  
carnivore, omnivore, 
herbivore, 
palaeontologist, 
fossils, habitat, fossils 
 
Healthy, happy, 
exercise, water, love, 
food groups 
 
Head, shoulders, 
arms, hands, fingers, 
legs, feet, toes, 
stomach, elbow, knee 
 
penis, testicles, vulva, 
vagina, anus 
(protective 
behaviours)  
 

Float, sink, water, air, 
capacity, heavy, light, 
material, full, half full, 
empty, more, less 
 
Plastic, pollution., 
climate change, 
pollution 
 
Fish, shark, sea-
creatures, environment 
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Push, pull, force, 

movement, change, 

stretch. 

 

Expressive Arts & Design – Creating With materials 
 Autumn Spring Summer 
 Bears, bears, Bears I need a Hero! Great Explorers Out of the Egg Splish! Splash! 

Splosh! 
 

Learning 
Expectations 
 

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular 
opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what 
children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through 
the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they 
hear, respond to and observe. 

Range of 
Opportunities 
 

Autumn 1: Colour Mixing 

 Colour mixing-primary colours to make 
secondary 

 Colour mixing skin tones for personalised 
paint pots 

 Portrait painting with appropriate skin, 

hair and eye tone 

 Junk modelling rockets 

Autumn 2: Varied Media exploration 

 Observational drawing of ‘Bears 
around the World’ – showing texture 

 Binka sewing 

 Printing 

Spring 1: Design and construction 
 

 Learning different joining skills for 
static and moving parts 

 Designing an emergency vehicle 

 Constructing & decorating an 
emergency vehicle for up-cycled 
objects 

 Assessing their junk model project 
 
Spring 2: Texture exploration 
 
(Art is tailored to the heritage of the children 
in the class) 

 Comb painting 

 Clay formation and adding texture for 

‘wild things’ 

 Examples: Batik textile art 

Summer 1: Shape exploration 

 Flower observational drawings 

  Artist Focus-Georgia O’Keeffe 

 Weaving 

 Scales and skin pen texture 

 Scissor skills for card collages 

 Artist Focus-Matisse 

  

Summer 2: Representing objects 

 Fish observational drawing 

 Representing water in a variety of 

mediums  

 Artist Focus-David Hockney 

 Transient art. 

 Artist Focus- Andy Goldsworthy 
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 Ink blowing with added textural 

details 

Ongoing 
Opportunities 

The Reception environment contains the ‘Creative area’ where open-ended resources are constantly available for children to make items to 
enhance or facilitate their play. Play is how children make sense of the world around them and so opportunity to draw on stories, home, school 
and the wider environment is constantly apparent within EY practise e.g. when doing Goldilocks and the Three Bears children will often make 
binoculars to ‘hunt’ for Goldilocks 

Knowledge  
 

Ongoing: 
Know how to improve and refine ideas 
 
Understand that different media can be combined to create new effects 

Know that there are distinctive styles of art that use different techniques for a purpose 

 Know the names of and can match 

assorted colours 

 Know that mixing certain colours 

always produces the same colour 

 Know the primary and secondary 

colour names 

 Know the effect of different media eg 

cotton wool, different size brushes  

 Know that printing is a technique 

where the same image is replicated 

using a template 

 Know the different ways to join 
materials 

 Know the properties of some 
materials and make informed choices 
using that knowledge 

 Understand the shape of materials 
and make informed choices using that 
knowledge 

 Know some of the ways to change and 
improve their creations 

 Know the vocabulary to describe 
different textures 

 Know that sculpture is 3D 
representations 

 Learn techniques for wax resist 

method and brusho (batik) 

 Know that sculpture is 3D 
representations  

 Know that weaving is a technique 
where textiles are used under and 
over to create a textile 

 Know that transient art means that 
creations are not always permanent 
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Skills  

ELG: Creating with Materials (2021) 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.  

 Share their creations, explaining the process they have used.  

 Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 
ART 
Exploring and Developing Ideas 

 Explores, uses and refines a variety of artistic effects to express his/her ideas and feelings 

 Returns to and build on his/her previous learning, refining ideas and developing his/her ability to represent them 

 Joins varied materials and explores different textures 

 Shows different emotions in his/her drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear etc 

 Creates collaboratively sharing ideas, resources, and skills 

Drawing 

 Experiment with line, making and describing different lines. 

 Make lines that change direction. 

 Can create closed shapes with continuous lines, and is beginning to use these shapes to represent objects 

 Is drawing with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details 

 Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them. 

 Use appropriate language to describe colours, media, equipment, and textures. 

Painting 

 Explore assorted colours and makes decisions on preferred colour choice 

 Explore different media to create marks and effects (including paint brushes, sponges, cotton reels, cotton buds, scrapers, fingers, and 

twigs). 

 Begin to explore colour and colour-mixing and paint on different surfaces. 

 Mixing colours to fit a purpose. Suggesting suitable colour choices and why these would be suitable 

 Discuss and compare light and dark colours.  Know which colours are added to create these colours. 

Sculpture 

Make sculptures using a range of natural and manufactured materials, e.g., clay, card, stones, sticks, feathers, shells 

Use a range of techniques to mould and shape materials, e.g., clay, sand, playdough, mud 

Create and explore shape and texture in modelling materials 

Use appropriate language to describe media, equipment, and texture. 

Collage 

 Explore a variety of materials (paper, card, and newspaper), tools (scissors) and techniques (cutting, ripping, and tearing). 
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 Explore and manipulate materials to achieve a planned effect.  

 Use simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately. 

 Choose and discuss varied materials and how they might use them 

 Experiment to create different textures 

Textiles 

 Use varied materials and textiles to create a simple weaving using materials such as paper and twigs. 

 Use varied materials and textiles such as felt, fabric, ribbons, raffia, binka, sequins, weaving, ‘over/under’ 

Printing 

 Printing objects to make pictures, patterns, and textures. 

 Begin to explore using a variety of objects and materials to produce simple prints. 

Work of Other Artists 

 Say what they like or dislike about an artist’s work 

 Identify key features and use these features in their own work 

  

ELG: Creating with Materials (2021) 
DT 

By the end of Reception:  
- Children safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function 
- Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 

 

Design 

 Explores, uses, and refines a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings 

 Returns to and builds on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing his/her ability to represent them 
 Creates collaboratively sharing ideas, resources, and skills 

 Use appropriate language to describe media, equipment, and texture. 

 Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. 

 Explore different materials freely, to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make. 

 Decide on materials to create a design suggested by an adult e.g., an emergency vehicle prompted by a visual cue such as a photograph. 

 Follow simple design criteria. E.g., for the criteria it must have wheels and the wheels need to turn. 

 Design a product and make it using a range of resources (upcycled emergency vehicles) 
 
Make 

 Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors. - use a comfortable grip with good control when 
holding pens and pencils. (FMC) 
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 Explore a variety of materials (paper, card, and newspaper), tools (scissors) and techniques (cutting, ripping, and tearing).   

 Create and explore shapes and texture in modelling materials. 

 Explore and manipulate materials to achieve a planned effect.   

 Use simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately. 

 Join different materials and explore different textures. 

 Explore the properties of different materials and textiles such as felt, fabric, ribbons, raffia, binka, sequins, weaving, ‘over/under’  

 Embellish their products by adding paint, or simple decorative items. 
 
Evaluate 

 Explore and evaluate existing products through open ended play and discovery e.g., which tool is best for getting all this liquid into this 
container. 

 Evaluate their idea and products against design criteria set intrinsically e.g. ‘I wanted it to be a boat and this is how it is a boat 

 Design products for themselves as the intended user within everyday play and learning:  

 Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice 

 Explore, use, and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

 Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them. 

Vocabulary 
ongoing 

Artist, artwork, likes, dislikes, similar to..., it makes me feel...modern, classic, abstract, in the style of... 

Make, cut, rip, tear, join, measure 

Kandinsky, Matisse, David Hockney, Andy Goldsworthy 

Vocabulary 

Autumn 1: Colour wheel, mixing, Primary 

colours, skin tone, shade, colour, shapes, 

features, fine line, portrait, observational 

drawings, detail, thick, thin, pallet, light, dark 

 
Autumn 2: Media, paper, paint, sewing, 

textiles, thread, needle, tile, engrave, print, 

pattern, tessellation, print, printmaking, 

colour, shape, line, pattern, texture, mark, 

make, cut, rip, tear, join, measure, sew. 

 

Spring 1: Joining, fixed, moving, design, 
construct, build, review, assess, ideas, 
materials, properties, purpose, make, cut, rip, 
tear, join, measure, sew 
 
 
Spring 2: texture, pattern, feeling, engrave, 

tools, score and slip, shape, mould, clay, roll, 

cutting, pinching, statue, model, sculpture, 

building, balancing, creating, design, natural, 

man-made, material. 

Summer 1: observe, study, details, stem, petal, 
leaf, shapes, form, texture, collage, shapes, 
cut, tear, glue, stick, materials, pattern 
Summer 2: observe, study, details, head, gills, 

fin, tail, material, weather, permanent, 

transient textiles, fabric, stitch, cloth, decorate, 

weaving 
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Expressive Arts & Design – Being Imaginative and Expressive 
 Autumn Spring Summer 
 Bears, Bears, Bears I need a Hero! Great Explorers Out of the Egg Splish! Splash! 

Splosh! 
 

Learning 
Expectations 
 

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular 
opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what 
children see, hear, and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary, and ability to communicate through 
the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they 
hear, respond to and observe.  

Range of 
Opportunities: 
On-going 

Talk for writing, Wonderful World of Me presentations, exploring paintings– linked to seasons, involving children in creating role play, comparing, 
and contrasting forms of dance, Artist studies – see CWM 

Range of 
Opportunities: 
distinct to term 
 

 Nativity 

 Developing role play 

 Dance unit in PE 
 

 Singing assembly 

 Gymnastic performances (See Gross 
Motor) 

 Pirate day – Al Start 

 Role play created by children 

 Songs for parents 
 

Range of 
Opportunities - 
Music 
 

Autumn 1: Nursery Rhyme focus 

 Joining in with familiar rhymes 

 Singing rhymes and actions 

 Joining in variations of nursery 
rhymes 

 Singing and signing variations of 
nursery rhymes 

Autumn 2: Exploring percussion instruments  

 How many sounds can you make with 
paper? 

 Quiet and loud sounds 

 Fast and slow sounds 

 Expressing feelings with sounds 

 Making music in a group 

 Stomp & Thai hand dance comparison 
and appreciation 

Spring 1: Controlling our voices 

 What is pitch? 

 High pitch singing 

 Low pitch singing 

 Singing high and low 

 Matching sounds with a partner 

 Chinese New Year music exploration, 
comparison, and exploration 

 
Spring 2: Making beats and raps 

 Following a steady beat 

 Designing a short beat pattern 

 Following a rap 

 Designing a rap 

 Traditional dances from around the 
world comparison and appreciation 

Summer1: Making up songs in a group 

  
Summer2: Performing 
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Knowledge 

 Remember and sing entire songs 

 Sing a range of well-known nursery 
rhymes and songs. 

 Know what volume and pace is 

 Remember and sing entire songs 

 Know what pitch, tempo, and rhythm 
are. 

 Remember and sing entire songs 

 Know what lyrics are. 

 Know what makes a good 
performance. 

Skills 

ELG: Being Imaginative and Expressive (2021) 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Invent, adapt, and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher.  

 Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 

 Perform songs, rhymes, poems, and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

 Listen attentively, move to, and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses 

 Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses 

 Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody 

 Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 

 Listen with increased attention to sounds. 

 Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings. 

 Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person 

 Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down, and up) of familiar songs. 

 Create their own songs, or improvise a song around one they know. 

 Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas 

Vocabulary - 
Other 

Nativity, Celebration, Perform, volume, 
audience 

Sequence, perform, control, comparison 
Pirate, adventure, songs, performance, 
audience 

Vocabulary - 
Music 

Autumn 1: Rhyme, action, sign, rhyme, sing 
Autumn 2: Sound, fast, slow, speed, volume, 
loud, quiet, feelings, emotions, expressive  

Spring 1: Pitch, high, low, instrument, voice, 
sing 
Spring 2: Rap, beat, tempo, rhythm, rhyme, 
syllable 

Summer 1: Pitch, tempo, lyrics, tune, song, 
invent, imagine 
Summer 2: Perform, confidence, tempo, pitch, 
friends, feelings, assess 

 

 

Computing 
Term Autumn Spring Summer 

Topic Bears I need a Hero! Great Explorers Out of the Egg Splish! Splash! 
Splosh! 
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Learning 
Expectations 
 

 To explore and complete a simple program on the computer 

 To competently use a mouse to navigate around a screen. 

 To learn how to input a simple program into a device. 

 To be able to follow simple online safety rules. 

 To be able to create pieces of work digitally. 

Range of 
Opportunities 

 Mouse Control 

and Parts of the 

Computer 

 Using graphics 
program to make 
pictures 

 How to use 
websites to help 
us learn. 

 E- safety 

 Use of Busy 
Things, Watching 
informational 
videos. 

 Bee-bots and 
Bee-bot cards, 
Step by step 
instructions. 

 Keyboard skills 

 Label a picture of 
a dinosaur. 

 

 Keyboard skills  

 Select a picture 
and type 
sentence about it. 

Knowledge 

 Know the mouse 
controls the 
computer 

 Know to click with 
the left button 

 Understand how 
to move the 
mouse on a 
surface  

 Understand how 
the mouse 
responds to 
movement. 

 What the toolbar 
icons represent 

 How to change 
colours 

 How to change 
tools 

 Understand that 
computers can be 
used to make 
graphic images. 

 How to log a 
computer on. 

 Why we need to 
ask for help if an 
issue occurs 
online. 

 What to do and 
who to tell if an 
issue occurs 
online. 

 How to navigate 
around a 
children’s online 
activity 

 How to navigate 
a desktop and 
open icons. 

 Know programs 
can be accessed 
via icons. 

 Understand the 
controls on 
different robots. 

 Identify 
technology that 
can be 
controlled 

 How to input a 
program into a 
BeeBot. 

 

 What the letter 
keys on a 
keyboard do. 

 Move text around 
on a screen. 

 How to use take a 
digital 
photograph and 
that this can be 
saved and viewed 
again. 

How to use the line 
tool on a graphics 
program 

 Using the 
keyboard to type 
words. 

 Learn what the 
space bar, enter 
and backspace 
buttons do. 

 Know how to 
type a capital 
letter.  
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Skills 

Using a mouse: 

 Clicking, 

 Click and drag 

 Hand eye 
coordination 

 Mouse skills  - 
click, click and 
drag 

 Selecting 
appropriate tools 
for purpose on a 
program 

 Identifying main 
function of 
programs and 
tools  

 

 Mouse skills -
Double click  

 Locating keys on 
the keyboard 

 E safety: Smartie 
the Penguin 

 Using internet 
based activities 

 Navigating a 
keyboard 

 Giving clear 
instructions 

 Understanding 
simple codes 

 Creating simple 
codes. 
 

 Identifying letters 
on keyboard. 

 Typing words and 
using enter key. 

 Take a digital 
photograph 

 Use drawing tools 
 

 Identifying letters 
on keyboard. 

 Using space bar, 
enter and back 
space keys 

 Typing simple 
sentences. 

 Using Shift key. 

Vocabulary 

Mouse 
Double click 
Click 
Drag 
Screen 
Pointer 
Computer 

Click 
Tools 
Icon / thumbnail 
 

Online 
Safety 
Internet 
Connected 
Rules 
Learning 
 

Instructions 
Coding 
Code 
Ordering 
Change / Fix 

Keyboard 
Type 
Keys 
Alphabet 
Lower case 
Upper case 
Label  

Keyboard 
Type 
Keys 
Alphabet 
Lower case 
Upper case 
Sentence 
Spacebar 
Shift key 

 


