
English Matters 
at West Hove Infant School
Reading and Phonics

learning at home and at school
- Year One -



Aims of today’s session

• See the bigger picture of reading and look 
at some useful definitions

• Content - what is taught and how (reading, 
phonics)

• Where and when - timetabling, contexts for 
learning

• Questions



Learning to Read
Our aim for all children is that they should read
accurately and fluently, with confidence and

pleasure.

To ensure that this is achieved, the teaching of
reading is given the highest priority in every class
and children’s reading experiences are always
intended to be meaningful and pleasurable.



Learning to read.
What do children need to learn?

• that words carry meaning
• that we read from left to right
• one-to-one correspondence
• to instantly recognise common words 
• to use their knowledge of letter sound 

relationships to ‘sound out’ words
• to make sense of what they read
• to read fluently and with expression
• to be able to talk about books 
• to read silently



Letters & Sounds
• There are 26 letters in the alphabet but we 

have to use these to represent 44+ sounds.
• In Year One children will revisit sounds 

learnt in Reception and will learn the 
different ways of representing long vowels 
sounds:

- ai, ay, a-e             - ow, ou
- ee, ea, -y - oi, oy
- igh, ie, i-e, -y - or, oor,aw,au 
- oa, ow, o, o-e - er, ir, ur
- oo, ew, ue, u-e        - ar, a



• Digraphs- Two letters that make one sound i.e.  
‘sh’, ‘or’, ‘ea’ etc. 

• Trigraphs- Three letters that make one sound i.e. 
‘igh’, ‘ear’, ‘air’ etc

• Split diagraphs- Two letters that make one sound 
but are split by a letter in between them i.e. ‘u-e’ 
(cube), ‘a-e’ (snake), ‘e-e’ ‘scene’

• Identify the sounds that different combinations of 
letters make – such as ‘sh’ or ‘oo’



Letters & Sounds
6 Phases of Phonic Learning

• Phase 1 -3
• Explore and experiment with sounds and words
• Distinguish between different sounds in the environment  

and phonemes
• Learn to orally blend and segment sounds in words

Phase 3 – 5 
• know the phonemes and the graphemes which represent them
• skills of blending and segmenting
• high frequency words (HFWs)

Remember - Not all children learn at the same rate!



Reading with phonics:
• Reports into the teaching of reading in the UK 

focus on the importance of phonics as a tool for 
children learning to read and write.

• Children need to recognise the sounds that each 
individual letter makes.

• Children need to learn the letters (graphemes) and 
sounds (phonemes) and how to blend and segment 
these for reading and writing.

SH O P
• Blend these sounds together from left to right to 

make a word.
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Some tools we use to teach 
phonics and spelling

http://espresso/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/frontscreen/item63425/grade1/index.html


Phonics Play



Word mats and phonic mats



Phonics Screening Check

• Will take place in early June
• Your child will be asked to sit with a 

teacher they know and read 40 words
• Some of these words are real words 

and some are pseudo.



Phonics Screening Check



Phonics Screening Check



Teaching children to read …

In Guided Reading the adult works with a group of 
children of similar ability. They each have a copy of 
the text and the teacher assesses and supports the 

progress of each individual child.
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Book Band Colours



What to do when your child gets 
stuck on a word

You could:
• Support your child to sound out the word using phonics 

(this is the primary strategy used in reading)
• Look for a small word within a word
• Re-read the sentence so far
• Ask a question drawing on what has gone before
• Skip the word and come back to it
• point to a clue in the picture
• or simply say the word to avoid losing momentum

You will have to use your judgment as to what is most 
appropriate in each case and what will be most helpful to 
your child.  You don’t want to stop the flow of reading so 
try only one of these strategies.  If it fails, say the word 

and read on.

Reading can be brief e.g. Reading a few pages, taking turns 
to read etc. 



• Children will bring home words which they need to learn to read.

• Some of these words will not be regular and it will not be appropriate to
try sounding them out.

• The teacher will give your child a new set of words once they feel they
are confident with these words.

• If your child is already confident with reading some of these words, they
could have a go at spelling them too.

Ideas for learning to read words at home:

• Make flashcards
• Word detectives
• Look, cover, write, check

Word lists



Thank you for coming
• We hope you have found this 

informative.  
• Remember that children do not all 

develop at the same rate. 
• If you have further questions do speak 

to your child’s class teacher. 
• And remember to keep on having fun!

• Thank you for all your support.


