
 
 
 

Literacy Matters  
at West Hove Infant School 

Reading and Writing Together 
learning at home and at school 

- Year One - 
 
 



Aims of today’s session 
• Our ‘have a go’ learning environment 
• The bigger picture and some definitions 
• Content - what is taught and how (reading, 

phonics and writing) 
• Where and when - timetabling, contexts for 

learning 
• Time for questions 
• Feedback 



Learning to Read 
Our aim, for all children is that they should read  
accurately and fluently, with confidence and 

pleasure.   
 
 

To ensure that this is achieved the teaching of 
reading is given the highest priority in every class 
and children’s reading experiences are always 
intended to be meaningful and pleasurable. 

 



Learning to read. 
What do children need to learn? 

 

• that words carry meaning 
• that we read from left to right 
• one-to-one correspondence 
• to instantly recognise common words  
• to use their knowledge of letter sound 

relationships to ‘sound out’ words 
• to make sense of what they read 
• to read fluently and with expression 
• to be able to talk about books  
• to read silently 
 



 

 Letters & Sounds 
• There are 26 letters in the alphabet but we  
    have to use these to represent 46 sounds. 
• In Year One, children will revisit sounds 

learning in Reception and learn the 
different ways of representing long vowels 
sounds: 

            - ai, ay, a-e             - ow, ou 
            - ee, ea, -y   - oi, oy 
            - igh, ie, i-e, -y           - or, oor,aw,au  
            - oa, ow, o, o-e   - er, ir, ur 
            - oo, ew, ue, u-e        - ar, a 



• Digraphs- Two letters that make one sound i.e.  
‘sh’, ‘or’, ‘ea’ etc.  
 

• Trigraphs- Three letters that make one sound i.e. 
‘igh’, ‘ear’, ‘air’ etc 
 

• Split diagraphs- Two letters that make one sound 
but are split by a letter in between them i.e. ‘u-e’ 
(cube), ‘a-e’ (snake), ‘e-e’ ‘scene’ 
 

• Identify the sounds that different combinations of 
letters make – such as ‘sh’ or ‘oo’ 
 
 



 

 Letters & Sounds 
 6 Phases of Phonic Learning  
• Phase 1 -3 
• Explore and experiment with sounds and words 
• Distinguish between different sounds in the environment  

and phonemes 
• Learn to orally blend and segment sounds in words 

 
 
Phase 3 – 6:  
• know the phonemes and the graphemes which represent them 
• skills of blending and segmenting 
• high frequency words (HFWs) 

 
Remember - Not all children learn at the same rate! 

 



Reading with phonics: 
• Reports into the teaching of reading focus on the 

importance of phonics as a tool for children 
learning to read and write. 

• Recognise the sounds that each individual letter 
makes. 

• Children need to learn the letters (graphemes) and 
sounds (phonemes) and how to blend and segment 
these for reading and writing. 

              SH O P 
 

• Blend these sounds together from left to right to 
make a word. 
 
 

 
 



long a long e long i long o long u 

th ai ee ie oa oo oi ow er or ar 

ay ea igh ow ue oy ou ir oor a 

a-e e-e i-e o-e ew ur aw 

-y -y u-e au 
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Some tools we use to teach  
phonics and spelling 

http://espresso/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/frontscreen/item63425/grade1/index.html


Phonics Play 



Word mats and phonic mats 



Phonics Screening Check 

• Will take place in the Week Beginning 
Monday 12th June 

• Your child will be asked to sit with a 
teacher they know and read 40 words 

• Some of these words are real words 
and some are ‘non-words’ 

• This is not a reading test – it is a 
check on how children are progressing 
with their phonics 



Phonics Screening Check 



Phonics Screening Check 



Teaching children to read … 

In Guided Reading the adult works with a group of 
children of similar ability. They each have a copy of 
the text and the teacher assesses and supports the 

progress of each individual child. 



Band Colour 

11 Lime 

10 White 

9 Gold 

8 Purple 

7 Turquoise 

6 Orange 

5 Green 

4 Blue 

3 Yellow 

2 Red 

1 Pink 

Book Band Colours 



Independent Reading 
Children also enjoy opportunities to read by themselves or with one 
another and they can listen to favourite stories over and over again. 



 

 
What to do when your child gets 
stuck on a word 

 You could:     
• Support your child to sound out the word using phonics 

(this is the primary strategy used in reading) 
• Look for a small word within a word 
• Re-read the sentence so far 
• Ask a question drawing on what has gone before 
• Skip the word and come back to it 
• point to a clue in the picture 
• or simply say the word to avoid losing momentum 
 

 You will have to use your judgment as to what is most  
     appropriate in each case and what will be most helpful to 

your child.  You don’t want to stop the flow of reading so 
try only one of these strategies.  If it fails, say the word 

and read on. 
 

Reading can be brief e.g. Reading a few pages, taking turns 
to read etc.  



 
 

 
 
• Children will bring home words which they need to learn to read.  

 
• Some of these words will not be regular and it will not be appropriate to 

try sounding them out.   
 

• The teacher will give your child a new set of words once they feel they 
are confident with these words.  
 

• If your child is already confident with reading some of these words, they 
could have a go at spelling them too.  

 
Ideas for learning to read words at home: 
 
• Make flashcards  
• Word detectives 
• Look, cover, write, check 

Word lists 



Learning to Write 

   Our aim, for all children, is that they 
should become confident, fluent 
writers who are able to communicate  
effectively in writing for a wide range 
of purposes and take pleasure in 
writing for themselves and other 
audiences. 



Learning to write.  
What do children need to learn?  

• to think what they want to say and check that 
what they have written makes good sense. (Think 
it, Say it, Write it, Read it.) 

• to organise writing for different purposes 
(stories, poems, instructions, recounts, reports) 

• to use adventurous vocabulary to make their 
writing interesting to the reader 

• to form letters correctly and neatly in a style 
that will later be easy to join 

• to spell common words correctly and attempt a 
phonetic spelling of other words 

• to punctuate sentences: full stops, capital 
letters, ?, !, 

 

 



Learning to Write - letter formation 
Pencil hold 
It is very important that a child holds their pencil in the correct way.   
The pencil should be held in the ‘tripod’ grip between the thumb and 

first two  
fingers.  If a child’s hold starts incorrectly it can be very difficult to  
correct later on. 
Handwriting 
• Handwriting is practised weekly. 
• Children are taught a cursive script 
• Children are encouraged to join diagraphs and trigraphs as they are 

taught 
 

 

 

 

 



Shared Writing  

• The teacher demonstrates how the text is composed (modelling). 

• In paired or group talk, the children share ideas for sentences.  

• The teacher takes ideas and models writing the sentence on the board, 
encouraging the children to refine their ideas as they write them 
down.  

• The teacher encourages the children to help sound out unfamiliar 
words, and identify punctuation.  

 

 

 

 



Guided  and independent writing 

Group work-  Children are supported by either the teacher or 
the teaching assistant to continue the shared writing in a 
smaller group.  

 

Independent writing- Children have opportunities to write 
unaided following support given during the shared writing input.  



Children explore texts in a variety of ways. 
In structured Role Play areas, with puppets and small world toys they 
can act out the stories they have been reading in class and make up 
stories of their own or take on roles from real life. 



Thank you for coming 
• We hope you have found this 

informative.   
• Remember that children do not all 

develop at the same rate.  
• If you have further questions do speak 

to your child’s class teacher.  
• And remember to keep on having fun! 
 
• Thank you for all your support. 

 

 


