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Vision Statement 
 

‘Aim high and smile’ 
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Curriculum Drivers : S.E.E.D.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Seed for learning’ 
 

 

 

‘Life-long learning’  
 

 

 

Enquiry  
 

 

Diversity 

 

 

Engagement 

 

 

Standards  
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The School’s Curriculum Organisation 
 
Our school curriculum is planned sequentially and builds upon children’s prior knowledge and learning.  It reflects and exploits 
the local context and our pupil diversity and is based on first hand experiences where possible. It is broad and balanced and is 
underpinned by the following four key drivers: 
 
Standards:  
 

 Our curriculum is both knowledge and skills based and standards driven.  
 Reception planning is drawn from the Early Years Curriculum and ‘Development Matters’. Key Stage 1 planning follows 

the National Curriculum (2014). 
 Children are assessed at the end of each unit of work against age related expectations.  

 
Engagement:  
 

 It outlines a curriculum which is memorable; it provokes and engages as well as imparting knowledge. 
 Learning is made meaningful and purposeful through cross-curricular links.  
 All lessons follow our school Learning Model.  

 
Enquiry:  
 

 It encourages children to think deeply, creatively and critically. 
 It promotes higher forms of thinking, such as analysing and evaluating concepts, processes, procedures and principles, 

rather than simply remembering facts. 
 It includes challenging questions to encourage confidence, explanation, discussion, reasoning and deeper thinking in a 

forum where there is no right or wrong answer and all ideas are valued. 
 It focuses on promoting a ‘Growth Mind-set’ and is linked to the Characteristics of Learning. 

 
Diversity:  
 

 It promotes inclusion. 
 It reflects and responds to the needs and diversity of the school community. 
 It promotes British Values.  
 It aims to develop the qualities of responsibility, respect and tolerance.  
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Expectations 
At the end of this unit all children will be able to:  
-Count, recognise and order numbers to 10 
-Perceptual subitising for amounts up to 10 
-Understand composition of numbers to 10 and link to knowledge of number bonds to 10 
-Subtract single digits using an array of tools such as fingers objects, number lines and Numicon 
-Measure length, weight and height using non-standard units of measure 
-write own name, labels, captions and explore a range of writing forms.  
- write simple sentences and read them back.   
- explore and complete a simple program on a website 
-plan and construct with a purpose in mind, using a variety of resources 
-use simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately 
-select appropriate resources and adapt work where necessary 
-select tools and techniques needed to shape, assemble and join materials they are using  
- understand different practices and lifestyles 
-work as part of a team; co-operating and taking turns  
-jump off an object and land appropriately 
-negotiate space successfully, adjust speed and avoid obstacles  
-talk about similarities and differences between families, communities and traditions. 

   

 

Year R 

Spring 1 Topic 

I need a Hero!  
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Year R  Spring 1 Term  
 
 
 
About this project 
This term we are ‘In need of a Hero! There are plenty in our community to find out about! 

We will be learning all about our local heroes in the community – the people who work for the Emergency services and the people whose job it is to 

care for others. We will have many visitors coming into the classroom to bring our topic to life, including the school nurse and helpers in our 

community. We will balso be looking at ways we can be ‘heroes’ around our school by caring for each other and keeping ourselves and others healthy 

and safe. 

In Phonics we will begin to learn our Phase 3 letter sounds, including DIGRAPHS and a few TRIGRAPHS! We will be practising our blending and 

segmenting and play lots of games to spot the new sounds in words. Don’t forget to practise the Phonics sounds and Busy Bees at home and see how 

many you can spot when you are out and about! 

In Maths we will be introducing the concept of ‘subtraction’ as taking away and continue accurate 1:1 counting of objects.  

In Understanding of the World we will be learning about the Emergency services, thinking about the type of job we would like when we’re older and 

learning how to look after both our bodies and our minds. We will be investigating forces and learning how to care for the birds in the Winter months. 

This half term in PE, we are building our Gymnastics skils. We will be moving with control and co-ordination using benches, mats and boxes to 

balance and travel along. We will combine our moves and improve our performance skills to finish our routines. 

We will begin to learn our cursive script in handwriting and will be practising forming one letter a week, starting with all the curly letters (letters that 

have an anti-clockwise movement) of c, a, g, d, o and q. 

Our creative focus this half term is Design and Technology. We will learn different ways to join materials and make informed choices to design and 

construct an emergency vehicle. 

In Music, we will be exploring high and low pitch through singing and working with a partner. 

In PSED the children will be learning how to keep their bodies healthy. This will include learning about keeping clean, good sleep routines and eating 

a varied diet. We will also be learning about how to keep our minds healthy with five different focus areas. These come with booklets for you to share 

together at home! 

In Computing we will talk about ways we can stay safe online and then further develop our mouse skills by learning about activities and games that 

can help with reading, writing, maths and creativity. 

As always, underpinning all subject areas is Communication and Language and we will be practising to express ourselves effectively and continue to 

expand our vocabulary about our Heroes topic. What new words have you learnt already?  

Children will be learning inside as well as outside so don’t forget to practise doing up your coat at home so you can get outside and get stuck in! It’s 

chilly out there! 

 
Key Vocabulary : Police, nurse, doctor, vet, paramedic, firefighter, lifeguard, service, community, ourselves, help, safety, health 

 

I need a hero! 
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Trips/Visitors 
 Fire service 
 Police officer 
 Paramedic 
 Parents in the support services 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ongoing  

Communication and 
Language 

(on-going throughout the 
unit) 

-Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens. 

- Understand ‘why’ questions, 

- Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important. 

- Ask questions to find out more and to check they understand what has been said to them. 

- Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story. 

- Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions. 

- Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns. 

- Use talk to organise themselves and their play. 
 

Literacy  

Phonics 
Discriminate, read and write Phase 3 sounds.  

 

Grammar Write a sentence, captions, lists, finger spaces, full stops 

Reading  Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter–sound correspondences. 



 7 

Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. 

Writing  Non-fiction pages. Lists, captions, labels, Narrative Retell (Stuck!) 

Mathematics 

Numbers: 
Count objects to 10 and beyond 
Develop subitising skills to recognise numbers up to 10 and amounts within those groups 
Selects the correct numeral to represent 1-10 objects  
Says the number that is one more and one less than a given number 
Finds one more or one less from a group of up to five objects, then ten objects.  
Use quantities and objects to subtract numbers 
In practical activities and discussion, beginning to use the vocabulary involved in subtracting. 
Measures: 
To identify shapes in the environment 
To name and describe shapes 

EAD-Music 

Being Imaginative and Expressive: 
-Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person 
-Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. 
-Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody 

Computing 
See separate scheme of work- ‘I can Use Technology to Help Me Learn’ unit 
 

Physical Development (PE) 

Gross motor 
• Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet.  
• Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues. 
• Increasingly able to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and 
rhythm. 
 • Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, they decide whether to 
crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending on its length and width. 
• Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long plank safely, carrying large hollow blocks. 
• Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for example, putting coats on and doing up zips 
Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired: - rolling - crawling  - walking  - jumping  
- running  - hopping  - skipping  - climbing 
 • Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and grace.  
• Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility needed to engage successfully with future 
physical education sessions and other physical disciplines including dance, gymnastics, sport and swimming. 
• Combine different movements with ease and fluency. 
 • Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a group.  
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• Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility. 
ELG:  
• Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing. 
 • Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing. 

 

 

 

Key Text/ 
Writing 

focus 

Phonics  Maths UW 
People, 

Cultures & 
Communities 
Past/ Present 

 

UW 
The Natural 

World 

PD 
(PE & Fine motor)  

PSED EAD 
(Art/DT) 

Music/ 
Performa

nce 
(EAD)  

 

UW 
(Technol

ogy) 
 

W
ee

k 
1 

Clothesline 
Clues for 

What 
People Do 

 
List of tools 

a hero 
needs to do 

the job 

 

Phase 2 
week8 

Subitisin
g 
Identifyin
g part- 
whole 
relations 
within an 
amount 
(eg. 5 is 3 
dots and 
2 dots) 

What is an 
emergency

? 
Emergency

, 
Emergency 

book  
 

Seasonal 

solstice-The 

Snowy Day 

by 

Ezra Jack 

Keats-BBC 

iPlayer 

(snowflakes

) 

Gymnastics 1: Creating 
shapes with our bodies 

 
Handwriting: Curly 
caterpillar letters 

c 
 

WriteDance: Sandy Hill 

Bodily 
Health 

Session 1 
Healthy 
Eating 

Learning 
how: 

Joins and 
fixings 

that 
don’t 

move – 
Glue, 
tape, 
flaps 

 

What is 
pitch? 

 

E-safety 

Week 1: Main Learning Objectives: 
Literacy: To write a list  
Maths: To match dot patterns to counting of objects and the numeral up to 6. 
UW: To know what a helping job is and be able to name some 
PD: To explore different ways of moving 
PSED: To understand the difference between every day and sometimes food 
EAD: To explore and understand how to join two materials (static) 

Special Resources, Provision, ICT Links: 
 
 

Week 
2  

People Who 
Help Us-

Police 

Phase 3 
week1 

 
Counting, 
ordinality 

History – 
police 

officers 

An intro to 
forces-  

pushes/pull

Gymnastics 2:  
Using apparatus safely 

 

Bodily 
Health 
Session 

Learning 
how: Joins 
and fixings 

Low 
pitch 

Using 
buttons 

to 
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Write a 
sentence 

what does a 
police 
officer 

need. ” I 
need a …” 

and 
cardinality 
Introduce 

ordinal 
numbers, 

order 
amounts 

up to 5. 

now and 
then. 

s 
 

Handwriting: o 
 

Write Dance: Kringeli 
Krangeli 

 

2 
Healthy 
Eating 

that move 
–Split pins, 
axels, hole 
punching 

control 
video 

Week 2: Main Learning Objectives: 
Literacy: To create and write a sentence 
Maths: To recognise missing numbers or amounts by counting in order. 
UW: To identify and discuss changes between then and now 
PD: To practise and hold an array of balances 
PSED: To understand the need for a range of foods 
EAD: To explore and understand how to join two materials (moveable) 
 

Special Resources, Provision, ICT Links: 
Police visit, 
School Nurse RE: handwashing 

 
 

Week 
3 

Medics 
 

Non-fiction 
texts 

 
I need a … 
 

Phase 3 
week2 
 

Compositi
on 
Using part 
part whole 
to 
partition 
numbers. 

Update 
timeline 

 Forces 
experiment 

 

Gymnastics 3:  
Balancing 
 
 
Handwriting: - a 
Write Dance: Staircase 

Bodily 
Health  

Session 3 
Washing, 
Brushing 
and Sleep 

 Plan  
imaginary 

rescue 
vehicle 

 
 

 High 
pitch 

To 
identify 
an icon 
and 
open a 
program
. 

Week 3: Main Learning Objectives 
Literacy: To create and write a sentence using a full stop 
Maths: To introduce subtraction by partitioning numbers up to 5. 
UW: To explore forces, naming everyday ones such as push and pull 
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PD: To know a range of jumps and know how to land appropriately 
PSED: To understand and practise maintaining good bodily health with washing, brushing and sleep 
EAD: To imagine and design a rescue vehicle 
Special Resources, Provision, ICT Links 
  

Week 
4  

Convertibl
e 

Playbook-
Animal 

Hospital 
 

The dog 
needs a… 

 

Phase 3 week 
3 

Compositi
on 
 Of 6 and 7 

Pele & 
Evonne 

Goolalong 

Caring for 
birds linked 
with winter 
weather +  
bird body 

parts! 
Noah’s 

garden – 
focus and 

draw 
attention to 

sharing 
food with 

birds  
 

  

Gymnastics 4:  
Jumping and landing 
safely 
 
Handwriting: g 
 
Write Dance: Review 
using class needs. 

 

Mental 
Health 

Sessions 
1-5 in 

Collective 
Worship 

time 

Making a 
rescue 
vehicle 

 

Low and 
high 
pitch 

To recall 

how to 

access 

website. 

 

Week 4: Main Learning Objectives 
Literacy: To create and write a sentence using a full stop and a capital letter 
Maths: To represent 5, 6 and 7 using different dot patterns. 
UW: To begin to recognise what animals do and how to care for them 
PD: To know a range of jumps and know how to land appropriately 
PSED: To understand and practise ways to maintain good mental health 
EAD: To construct a rescue vehicle, practising joining skills 
Special Resources, Provision, ICT Links 
Visit from Vet 
Visit from other parents about jobs that help us 
Junk modelling and fixings 
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Week 
5 
 

Stuck-
Imitate 
Sentence 
writing 
adjectives  
 
 

 
 

Phase 3 
week 4 

Compariso
n 
Understan
ding 
concept of 
equal, 
making 
two sets 
equal. 

 

What do 
you want to 
be when 
you’re 
older? 
A superhero 
like you-Dr 
Ranj 

 

Bird 
identificatio

n 
Focus on 
bird body 

parts: beak, 
claws, 

feathers. 
 

Gymnastics 5: 
Develop rocking and 
rolling  
 
Handwriting: d 
 
Write Dance: Review 
using class needs. 

 

Mental 
Health 

Sessions 
1-5 in 

Collective 
Worship 

time  

Making a 
rescue 
vehicle 

Matchin
g 

sounds 
with a 

partner 

To recall 
how to 
access 
website. 
 

Week 5: Main Learning Objectives 
Literacy: To write a sentence using a capital letter, a full stop and a conjunction  
Maths: To recognise more and fewer and understand how many more will make groups equal. 
UW: To think about different occupations and what they are good at 
PD: To link different movements, jumps and balances together 
PSED: To understand and practise ways to maintain good mental health 
EAD: To construct a rescue vehicle, practising joining skills 

Special Resources, Provision, ICT Links 
Fire fighters visit 

Week 
6 

 

Invent 
Stuck-
conjunction 
focus 
  

 

Phase 3 
week 5 

Measure 
To introduce 
non-
standard 
measure 
when 
comparing 
length, 
height. 

 An 
investigation 

into light 
reflection 

Gymnastics 6: 
Linking actions and 
creating short 
sequences 
 
Handwriting: q 
 
Write Dance: Review 
using class needs. 

Mental 
Health 

Sessions 
1-5 in 

Collective 
Worship 

time 

Evaluatin
g our 

emergen
cy 

vehicles 

 

Chinese 
New 
Year 
pitch 

explorati
on 

 

To recall 
how to 
access 
website. 
 

Week 6: Main Learning Objectives 
Literacy: To invent a new event for a story, communicating this in a sentence using a capital letter, a full stop and a conjunction  
Maths: To compare and order objects of different lengths. 
UW: To understand what reflection is and how it works 
PD: To devise and perform a sequence 
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PSED: To understand and practise ways to maintain good mental health 
EAD: To revise and refine their creations 

 


