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Termly Overview-Spring 1 

                                         
 

Vision Statement 
 

‘Aim high and smile’ 
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Curriculum Drivers : S.E.E.D.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Seed for learning’ 
 

 

 

‘Life-long learning’  
 

 

 

Enquiry  
 

 

Diversity 

 

 

Engagement 

 

 

Standards  
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The School’s Curriculum Organisation 
 
Our school curriculum is planned sequentially and builds upon children’s prior knowledge and learning.  It reflects and 
exploits the local context and our pupil diversity and is based on first hand experiences where possible. It is broad and 
balanced and is underpinned by the following four key drivers: 
 
Standards:  
 

 Our curriculum is both knowledge and skills based and standards driven.  
 Reception planning is drawn from the Early Years Curriculum and ‘Development Matters’. Key Stage 1 planning follows 

the National Curriculum (2014). 
 Children are assessed at the end of each unit of work against age related expectations.  

 
Engagement:  
 

 It outlines a curriculum which is memorable; it provokes and engages as well as imparting knowledge. 
 Learning is made meaningful and purposeful through cross-curricular links.  
 All lessons follow our school Learning Model.  

 
Enquiry:  
 

 It encourages children to think deeply, creatively and critically. 
 It promotes higher forms of thinking, such as analysing and evaluating concepts, processes, procedures and principles, 

rather than simply remembering facts. 
 It includes challenging questions to encourage confidence, explanation, discussion, reasoning and deeper thinking in a 

forum where there is no right or wrong answer and all ideas are valued. 
 It focuses on promoting a ‘Growth Mind-set’ and is linked to the Characteristics of Learning. 

 
Diversity:  
 

 It promotes inclusion. 
 It reflects and responds to the needs and diversity of the school community. 
 It promotes British Values.  
 It aims to develop the qualities of responsibility, respect and tolerance.  
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Expectations 
At the end of this unit all children will be able to:  
-Count, recognise and order numbers to 15 
-Subtract single digits using an array of tools such as fingers objects, number lines and Numicon 
-Measure length, weight and height using non standard units of measure 
-write own name, labels, captions and explore a range of writing forms.  
- write simple sentences and read them back.   
- explore and complete a simple program on the computer 
-plan and construct with a purpose in mind, using a variety of resources 
-use simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately 
-select appropriate resources and adapt work where necessary 
-select tools and techniques needed to shape, assemble and join materials they are using  
- understand different practices and lifestyles 
-work as part of a team; co-operating and taking turns  
-jump off an object and land appropriately 
-negotiate space successfully, adjust speed and avoid obstacles  
-understand values 
-talk about similarities and differences between families, communities and traditions. 

 

   

 

Year R 

Spring 1 Topic 

I need a Hero!  
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Year R  Spring 1 Term  
 
 
 
About this project 
This half term we are in need of a Hero! It’s a good job there are plenty in our community to find out about! 
We are looking forward to meeting some of them in person when we have visits from the school nurse, the police service and parents with 
‘Hero’ jobs. We will use information books to learn all about our Local Heroes. We shall read stories and find ways we can be ‘heroes’ 
around our school, by caring for each other and being ready to keep ourselves safe. 
In Phonics we will begin to learn our Phase 3 letter sounds, including DIGRAPHS!!!! and revise our Phase 2 sounds. We will be practising 
our blending and segmenting and play lots of games to spot the new sounds we have learnt. Don’t forget to practise your Phonics at home 
and see how many you can spot when you are out and about! 
In Maths we will be learning all about our numerals 11-15 and the concept of ‘subtraction’ as taking away. We will try out our measuring 
skills to find the length of some firefighter’s hoses and height of houses.  
In Understanding of the World we will be finding out if we can find the fastest car to whizz down a ramp to our emergencies, talk about 
the type of job we would like when we’re older and learn what an Emergency is and who can help us. 
This half term we are focusing on the Gymnastics aspect of PE. We will be moving with control and co-ordination using apparatus such as 
benches, mats and boxes to balance and travel along. We will use our performance skills to finish our routines. 
We will begin to learn the cursive script in handwriting and will be practising forming one letter a week, starting with all the curly letters of 
c, a, o, g, d, and q. 
In Design we will design and make an emergency vehicle. We will explore different ways to join materials and choose the best resources to 
build and construct appropriately.  
In Music we will continue to follow our Music Express program as well as singing daily songs and rhymes in class. We also attend a weekly 
singing assembly where the whole year group get together to enjoy learning and performing new songs. 
In PSED we will be learning how to stay healthy by washing our hands and looking at how to stay safe around home and school. We will 
look at how medicines can help us to get better and how brushing our teeth, washing our hair, applying sun cream and having a wash all 
help us to keep healthy and well.  
In Computing we will learn about ways we can stay safe online and then explore ways that technology can make our learning more 
interactive and enjoyable. 
As always, underpinning all subject areas is Communication and Language whereby we will express ourselves effectively and expand our 
vocabulary to talk about all of the amazing things our Heroes do! 
We always learn inside and outside so don’t forget to practise doing up your coat to keep warm and dry in the coldest of terms! 
 

 

I need a hero! 
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Key Vocabulary 
Police, help, safety, nurse, doctor, vet, paramedic, service, community, ourselves, poster, poem, description. 

Trips/Visitors 
 Fire service 
 Policeman 
 Paramedic 
 Parents in the support services. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ongoing  

Communication and 
Language 

(on-going throughout the 
unit) 

 Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, exploring the meaning and sounds of new words. 

 Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play situations. 

 Links statements and sticks to a main theme or intention. 

 Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events. 

 Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play. 

 Maintains attention, concentrates and sits quietly during appropriate activity. 

 Two-channelled attention – can listen and do for short span. 

 Responds to instructions involving a two-part sequence. 

 Able to follow a story without pictures or props. 
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 Listens and responds to ideas expressed by others in conversation or discussion. 

Literacy  

Phonics 
Discriminate, read and write Phase 3 sounds.  
 

Grammar Write a sentence, captions, lists, finger spaces 

Reading  
 Blend sounds to read words. Begin to read simple words and sentences 
Begin to read busy bee words individually and within sentences. 

Writing  Non-fiction pages. Lists, captions, labels.. Narrative Retell (Stuck!) 

Mathematics 

Numbers: 
Count objects to 15 and beyond 
Selects the correct numeral to represent 1-15 objects  
Says the number that is one more and one less than a given number 
Finds one more or one less from a group of up to five objects, then ten objects.  

Use quantities and objects to subtract numbers 
In practical activities and discussion, beginning to use the vocabulary involved in subtracting. 
Measures: 
To order two or three items by length or height 
To order two or three objects by weight 

Use everyday language to talk about size, weight and distance to compare objects and solve problems 

EAD-Music See separate scheme of work- Music Express 

Computing 
See separate scheme of work-I am a finding out expert 
 

Physical Development 

(PE) 

See separate scheme of work-Gymnastics 

 Experiments with different ways of moving 

 Jumps off an object and lands appropriately 

 Travels with confidence and skill around, under and over and through balancing equipment 

 Shows good control and co-ordination in large and small movements 

 

 

 

Key Text/ 

Stimulus 

Reading 

Lit and 

CLL 

(Phonics/  

Writing)  

Maths UW 
(The World, People & 

Communities,Technology) 

 

PD 
(PE & Fine motor)  

PSED  EAD 
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W
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Topic 
introduction 

– 
Role play 

building 
 

Emergency! 
Emergency! 

Crime 
scene role 
play dev 
Role play 

label 
writing 
Phonics - 
Phase 3 
week 1 

Learning 
numerals 

and 
counting to 

15 

Mind map 
Who helps us? 

What it is Emergency?  
 

Computing – E-safety 

Gymnastics – Ways of 
travelling 

 
Handwriting - Letter 

formation c 

 

Keeping safe – Hand 
washing 

 
Joins and fixings: that 

don’t move. 
 

Music Express  

Week 1: Main Learning Objectives: 
Literacy: To write labels and captions for Role Play. To hear and write known letter sounds to write words.  
Maths: To learn numerals up to 15 and count 1:1 accurately  
UW: To learn about the way people can help us. To learn that an Emergency is when people are in danger. To learn which 
professions help us in an Emergency. 
PD: To investigate ways of travelling 
PSED: To know and understand the importance of  handwashing 
EAD: To learn how the effective use of fixings that do not move. To know how to  use these effectively for a variety of purposes 
CLL: To speak in a familiar group. To extend vocabulary and explore the meaning of sounds and new words. 

Special Resources, Provision, ICT Links: 
 
 

Week 
2 

Police 

 

What the 

ladybird 

heard 

Sentence 

writing. 
What a 
police 
officer 
needs. 

Phonics - 
Phase 3 
week 2 

Subtractio

n 

The Queens handbag – 

Landmarks around the UK 
 
Computing - Interacting 
with age appropriate 
software 

Gymnastics - Balances 

 
Letter formation o 

Keeping safe – Hand 

washing 

Joins and fixings: 

that move 
 

Music Express 

Week 2: Main Learning Objectives: 

Literacy: To hear and write sounds in words. To create and write a sentence. 
Maths: To count back and say a number that is one less than a given number 
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UW: To learn to make predictions and observations to carry out an investigation. 
PD: To investigate ways of balancing 
PSED: To know and understand the importance of  handwashing 
EAD: To learn how the effective use of fixings that do not move. To know how to  use these effectively for a variety of purposes 
CLL: To listen and respond to ideas expressed by others in discussion. 

Special Resources, Provision, ICT Links: 

Police visit, 
School Nurse RE: handwashing 

 
 

Week 
3 

Ambulanc

e 

 

Non-

fiction 

texts 

Non-fiction 
texts 

Sentence 
writing – 
What a 

poorly 
person 
needs.  

Subtractio
n 

How far a car will go – 
investigation 

 
Computing - Interacting 
with age appropriate 

software 
To identify an icon and 

open a program 

Gymnastics: Jumping 
and landing 

 
Letter formation o 

Keeping Safe: 
Medicines around the 

home 

Planning : an 
emergency vehicle 

 
Music Express 

Week 3: Main Learning Objectives 

Literacy: To hear and write sounds in words. To create and write a sentence. GD: to use a conjunction to extend the sentence. 
Maths:  To take away objects from a set and recount the remaining total. 
UW: To plan an investigation 
PD: To understand how to jump and land safely and explore various ways 
PSED: To learn about medicines around the home and how to be safe 
EAD: To use knowledge of tools to plan a junk model vehicle. 
CLL: To develop a wide and interesting vocabulary 

Special Resources, Provision, ICT Links 

Paramedic with ambulance 
Parents that know about the Health Service 
Junk Modelling  

Week Vets 

 

Non-fiction 

texts 

Subtraction Investigation – does bread 

goes mouldy quicker if 

Gymnastics: Jumping 

and landing 

Keeping Safe: 

Medicines around the 

Junk Modelling: Start 
building model using 
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4 Non-

fiction 

texts 

 

Sentence 
writing – 
What an 
animal 

needs. 

touched by dirty hands? 
Computing - Interacting 
with age appropriate 

software 

Accessing a website 

 
Letter formation g 

home your plan 
 

Music Express 

Week 4: Main Learning Objectives 

Literacy: To hear and write sounds in words. To create and write a sentence changing the pronoun. GD: to use a conjunction to 
extend the sentence. 
Maths: To take away one number from another, counting backwards to find the answer 
UW: To make predictions for an investigation 
PD: To understand how to jump and land safely and explore various ways 
PSED: To learn about medicines around the home and how to be safe 
EAD: To use knowledge of tools to make a junk model vehicle. 
CLL: To express themselves effectively. 

Special Resources, Provision, ICT Links 

Visit from Vet 
Visit from other parents about jobs that help us 
Junk modelling and fixings 

Week 
5 

 

Fire 

 

TFW – 

Stuck 

 

Imitate a 
patterned 

phrase 
from the 

story. 

Length What do you want to be 
when you are older? 

 
Computing - Interacting 

with age appropriate 
software 

Accessing a website 

Gymnastics: Linking 
movement 

 
Letter formation d 

Keeping Safe: A 
balanced diet 

Junk Modelling: 
Continue building 
model using your 

plan 
 

Music Express 

Week 5: Main Learning Objectives 

Literacy: To learn a phrase and use this to write a sentence. To use adjectives. 
Maths: To compare and order two or three items by length 
UW: To learn about and understand about different services and jobs. 
PD: To learn how to put moves together to make a sequence 
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PSED: To learn what a balanced diet is and why it is important. 
EAD: To use knowledge of tools to make a junk model vehicle. 
CLL: To use language to imagine and recreate events in a story. 

Special Resources, Provision, ICT Links 

Fire fighters visit 

Week 
6 

 

Life boats 

 

TFW – 

Stuck 

 

 

 

Innovate 
and make 

a new 
sentence 

using the 
patterned 
sentence. 

 

Height Investigation – using 
senses to guess smells that 

are hidden. 
 

Computing - Interacting 
with age appropriate 

software 
Accessing a website 

 

Gymnastics: 
Sequences and 

finishing 
 

Letter formation  q 
 

Keeping Safe: A 
balanced diet 

Junk Modelling: 
finishing touches 

 
Music Express 

Week 6: Main Learning Objectives 

Literacy: To create and write a sentence using adjectives and conjunctions. 
Maths: To compare and order two or three items by height. 
UW: To learn that we have senses and how we used them. 
PD: To learn how to put moves together to make a sequence. To learn how to move and finish with quality. 
PSED: To learn what a balanced diet is and why it is important. 
EAD: To learn and use finishing techniques to decorate a junk model vehicle. 
CLL: To introduce a story line or narrative into play 

 


