
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Year 2 
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Autumn 2 
                                         
 
 

Vision Statement 
 

‘Aim high and smile’ 
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Curriculum Drivers : S.E.E.D.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Seed for learning’ 
 

 

 

‘Life-long learning’  
 

 

 

Enquiry  
 

 

Diversity 

 

 

Engagement 

 

 

Standards  
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The School’s Curriculum Organisation 
 
Our school curriculum is planned sequentially and builds upon children’s prior knowledge and learning.  It reflects and 
exploits the local context and our pupil diversity and is based on first hand experiences where possible. It is broad and 
balanced and is underpinned by the following four key drivers: 
 
Standards:  
 

 Our curriculum is both knowledge and skills based and standards driven.  
 Reception planning is drawn from the Early Years Curriculum and ‘Development Matters’. Key Stage 1 planning follows 

the National Curriculum (2014). 
 Children are assessed at the end of each unit of work against age related expectations.  

 
Engagement:  
 

 It outlines a curriculum which is memorable; it provokes and engages as well as imparting knowledge. 
 Learning is made meaningful and purposeful through cross-curricular links.  
 All lessons follow our school Learning Model.  

 
Enquiry:  
 

 It encourages children to think deeply, creatively and critically. 
 It promotes higher forms of thinking, such as analysing and evaluating concepts, processes, procedures and principles, 

rather than simply remembering facts. 
 It includes challenging questions to encourage confidence, explanation, discussion, reasoning and deeper thinking in a 

forum where there is no right or wrong answer and all ideas are valued. 
 It focuses on promoting a ‘Growth Mind-set’ and is linked to the Characteristics of Learning. 

 
Diversity:  
 

 It promotes inclusion. 
 It reflects and responds to the needs and diversity of the school community. 
 It promotes British Values.  
 It aims to develop the qualities of responsibility, respect and tolerance.  
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Year 2  Autumn Term 2 
 
 
About this topic  
Grab your capes; it’s hero time! 

Watch out! There’s a super villain about! A green masked menace has been causing havoc at the school and Year 2 are going 
to stop her in her tracks! 

We’ll be writing persuasive letters to find heroes to help us in our hour of need. Our superhero art will be inspired by Roy 
Lichtenstein’s use of bold primary colours and comic book style and we’ll use this style when creating our own fabulous comic 
books. 

We’ll also learn about real life heroes and villains throughout history, including Guy Fawkes and Nelson Mandela. 

In maths, we will be continuing our work with addition and subtraction, before moving onto money, multiplication and 
division. 

We’ll continue our Scratch programming unit to develop our understanding of algorithms, directional language and basic 
programming as well as discussing e-safety. 

In RE we’ll be learning all about Islam and its teachings and festivals and our Science this term will focus on different 
materials and their properties. 

We’ll keep fit and healthy in PE with some net games and we’ll top it all of with a fabulous Christmas performance. 

It’s going to be a great term! 
Where this unit fits in Key Vocabulary 

This unit incorporates annual events, like Bonfire Night 
and Remembrance Day. We look at historical figures and 
events and build on last term’s work with timelines.  

Hero, Villain, Good, Bad, brave, Cowardly, Strong, Weak, 
Friends, Bravery, Courage 
 

 

 

 
Heroes & 
Villains! 
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Medium Term Plans      YEAR 2 
 

Topic: Heroes and Villains TERM:      Autumn 2  Suggested role play areas: Super Hero hideout 
By the end of this topic, children will have learned to: 

English 

Spoken Language 

• Use sentence stems to explain understanding. 
• Ask questions based on discussions.  
• Challenge each other to build on and explain ideas. 
• Explain and discuss texts read to them and those they have read for themselves. 
• Take turns and listen to others. 
• Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 
• Continue to build, appreciate and recite a repertoire of stories and poems. 

Phonics & Spelling 
• Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, spelling many of these words correctly and making 

phonically-plausible attempts at others.  
• Spell most Year 1 common exception words (CEWs) and many Year 2 CEWs.  

Reading 

In age-appropriate texts, pupils: 
• Read words accurately without overt segmenting and blending.  
• Read fluently.  
• Apply their phonics knowledge 
• Understand the text. 
• Retrieve information. 
• Make simple inferences. 
• Understand text structure and organisation.  
• Discuss the effects of words and language. 
Some pupils will:  
 Make predictions on the basis of what has been read so far. 
 Make links between the book they are reading and other books they have read, real-life experiences or films they have seen. 

Grammar 

• Develop a wider vocabulary and use ambitious, topic-related language. 
• Demarcate sentences with capital letters and full stops. 
• Use question marks when required.  
• Use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and some subordination (e.g. when / if / that / because) to join clauses.  

Transcription 

 Form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower-case letters.  
 Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.  
 Use cursive handwriting. 
 Publish and share work to celebrate their achievements. 

Composition 
• Use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently.  
• Write a range of fiction and non-fiction texts and poetry. 
• Use poetic features (alliteration, simile, rhyme, rhythm, structure, ets.) 

Handwriting  See spelling rules on weekly breakdown below 
Evaluation  Revisit, evaluate and polish their writing. 

Mathematics 

 To understand number and place value 
 To add and subtract 
 To multiply and divide 
 To use mathematical language and knowledge to solve problems 

 To understand and use < and > 
 To solve problems involving money 

Geography  To investigate and understand places 
 To communicate geographically 

Art  To develop ideas 
 To master techniques 
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Science Chemistry 
 To understand use of everyday materials 

 To take inspiration from the greats  
 To learn about the work of a range of artists, describing 

the similarities and differences and making links to their 
own work. 

Computing 
 To understand what algorithms are; how they are implemented as programs on 

digital devices; and that programs execute by following precise and 
unambiguous instructions. 

 To use logical reasoning to predict behaviour  
 To create and debug simple programs. 
 To use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple programs. 
 To save and open work. 

History  To investigate and interpret the past 
 To understand chronology  

 To communicate historically  
 To build an overview of World history  

PE 
 To develop practical skills in order to participate, compete and lead a healthy lifestyle 
 Becoming increasingly competent and confident and access a broad range of opportunities to extend their agility, balance and coordination, individually and 

with others.  

PSHE To understand oneself and others 

RE 

Islam: What really matters to a Muslim? 
 To understand beliefs and teachings 
 To understand practices and lifestyles 
 To understand how beliefs are conveyed  
 To reflect 
To understand values 

Music 
 To perform 
 To compose  To describe music 



 7 

 

 Week 
Ongoing Key Skills Planned activities Resources/ICT links/Books 

PE 
 

 To develop fundamental movement skills 
 To work as individuals 
 To work with others 
 To  develop balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply 

these in a range of activities  
 Copy and remember actions. 
 Move with some control and awareness of space. 
 Link two or more actions to make a sequence. 
 Show contrasts (such as small/tall, straight/ curved and wide/narrow). 
 Travel by rolling forwards, backwards and sideways.  
 Hold a position whilst balancing on different points of the body. 
 Climb safely on equipment. 
 Stretch and curl to develop flexibility. 
 Jump in a variety of ways and land with increasing control and 

balance. 

To develop practical skills in order to 
participate, compete and lead a 
healthy lifestyle  
Gymnastics and Christmas 
performance dance 
 

 

Music 
 

 Exploring timbre and texture to understand how sounds can be 
descriptive 

 Matching sounds to images 
 Creating and performing descriptive instrumental 
 music inspired by British myths and legends 
 Listening to and identifying contrasting sections of descriptive music 
 Matching descriptive sounds to images Identifying ways of producing 

sounds 
 Listening to, and evaluating composition; Rehearsing and refining to 

develop a performance 

To perform 
To compose 
To describe music  
New Music Express – Unit 3: Our 
Land, Unit 4 – Our Bodies 
Christmas performance 

Planning, flips and music on system 

PSHE 
 

 Say no to bullying 
 Keeping safe 
 Healthy Eating 

To understand oneself and others 
Anti-bullying week 
Environmental safety  & Drugs 
Education 
Healthy Eating 

 

RE 

 Describe some of the teachings of a religion. 
 Describe some of the main festivals or celebrations of a religion. 
 Recognise, name and describe some religious artefacts, places and 

practices. 
 Name some religious symbols. 
 Explain the meaning of some religious symbols. 
 Identify the things that are important in their own lives and compare 

these to religious beliefs. 
 Relate emotions to some of the experiences of religious figures 

studied. 
 Ask questions about puzzling aspects of life. 
 Identify how they have to make their own choices in life. 
 Explain how actions affect others. 

Islam: What really matters to a Muslim? 
To understand beliefs and teachings  
To understand practices and lifestyles 
To understand how beliefs are 
conveyed 
To reflect  
To understand values 
 

RE packs in resource room 
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 Show an understanding of the term ‘morals’. 

Computing 
 

To have a clear understanding of algorithms as 
sequences of instructions 
 
To convert simple algorithms to programs 
 
To predict what a simple program will do 
 
To spot and fix (debug) errors in their programs. 

To understand what algorithms are 
 
To use logical reasoning to predict 
behaviour 
 
Scratch 

Switched on Computing 
Scratch 
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Week 1 

Art 
 

 Respond to ideas and starting points. 
 Explore different methods and materials as ideas develop. 
 Show pattern and texture by adding dots and lines. 
 Describe the work of notable artists, artisans and designers. 
 Use some of the ideas of artists studied to create pieces. 

To take inspiration from the greats 
To master techniques  
Art – ART/Heroes Day 
Artist’s Study – Roy Lichenstien (pop 
art). Compare with Yayoi Kusama. 
Superhero art in various cities around 
the world. New York, Paris, London, 
Cairo. 

Role play area – superheroes roleplay. 
 

History 
 
 

 Describe historical events. 
 Describe significant people from the past. 
 Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted as 

they did. 
 Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What 

happened? How long ago? 
 To build an overview of world history 

 

Guy Fawkes.  Drama/Freeze framing of 
story, comic strips and looking at 
bonfire night throughout history.  
 Guy Fawkes 
To communicate historically 
To investigate and  
interpret the past 
To build an overview of world history 
To understand chronology  
Remembrance Day 
To investigate and interpret the past 
To build an overview of world history 
 

Computers 
Books 
Flip charts 
Videos 

Spelling 

• Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by 
graphemes, spelling many of these words correctly and making 
phonically-plausible attempts at others. 

• To use subordinating conjunctions. 

 

The sound /l/ spelt with ‘-le’ at the end 
of words 
 

table apple bottle little middle able wobble 
multiple dazzle 

English 

 To write questions 
 To learn persuasive language and text structure 
 To write exclamations  
 Use adjectives and noun phrases 

The school has been attacked by 
supervillains! Persuasive letter to 
superheroes about event. Can you 
help? Children can interview each 
other. 

Comic strip 
Villain attack news report 
Spelling prompts 
Topic word displays and mats 

Maths 

 Add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial 
representations, and mentally, including:  

 One-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero.  
 A two-digit number and ones.  
 A two-digit number and tens.  
 Two two-digit numbers.  
 Adding three one-digit numbers. 
 Show that addition of two numbers can be done in any order 

(commutative) and subtraction of one number from another 
cannot. 

Maths – Addition and Subtraction Numicon 
100 squares 
Base 10 blocks 
Number lines 
Multilink 
Maths packs 
Interactive Whiteboard 
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Week 2 

History 
 

 Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What 
happened? How long ago? 

 Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to 
find out about the past. 

 To build an overview of world history 
 Describe historical events. 
 Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted as 

they did. 

Remembrance Day  
Circle time  
Make a poppy  
Celebration assembly (children to build 
wreath)  
Comparing lifestyles of families who 
lived through the war. Discuss 
changes from then and now.  
 

Card for poppies 
Remembrance Day resources 

 

 Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by 
graphemes, spelling many of these words correctly and making 
phonically-plausible attempts at others. 

 To use subordinating conjunctions. 

The sound /l/ spelt with ‘-el’ at the end 
of words 
 

camel tunnel squirrel travel towel tinsel bagel 
hazel vowel 
jewel 
 

English 
 

 To write questions 
 To write exclamations  
 To use co-ordinating conjunctions 
 To use subordinating conjunctions  
 

Persuasive letter continued 
 

Comic strip 
Villain attack news report 
Spelling prompts 
Topic word displays and mats 

Maths 

 Add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial 
representations, and mentally, including:  

 One-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero.  
 A two-digit number and ones.  
 A two-digit number and tens.  
 Two two-digit numbers.  
 Adding three one-digit numbers. 
 Show that addition of two numbers can be done in any order 

(commutative) and subtraction of one number from another 
cannot. 

Addition and Subtraction Numicon 
100 squares 
Base 10 blocks 
Number lines 
Multilink 
Maths packs 
Interactive Whiteboard 

Week 3 

Science 

 Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday 
materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper 
and cardboard for particular uses. 

 Find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some 
materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and 
stretching. 

Materials 
 
 

A selection of different materials, including 
wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and 
cardboard for particular uses. 

Spelling 

 Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by 
graphemes, spelling many of these words correctly and making 
phonically-plausible attempts at others. 

 To use noun phrases 

The sound /l/ spelt with ‘-il’ and ‘-al’ at 
the end of words 
 

camel tunnel squirrel travel towel tinsel bagel 
hazel vowel 
jewel 
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English 
 

 To comment on similarities and differences between their own 
and others’ work; adapt and improve their own work according 
to its purpose. 

 To self- and peer-assess 

Persuasive letter continued 
 

Comic strip 
Villain attack news report 
Spelling prompts 
Topic word displays and mats 

Maths 
 

 Add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial 
representations, and mentally, including:  

 One-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero.  
 A two-digit number and ones.  
 A two-digit number and tens.  
 Two two-digit numbers.  
 Adding three one-digit numbers. 
 Show that addition of two numbers can be done in any order 

(commutative) and subtraction of one number from another 
cannot. 

Maths – Addition and Subtraction Numicon 
100 squares 
Base 10 blocks 
Number lines 
Multilink 
Maths packs 
Interactive Whiteboard 

Week 4 

Science 
 

 Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday 
materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper 
and cardboard for particular uses. 

 Find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some 
materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and 
stretching. 

Materials 
 
 

A selection of different materials, including 
wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and 
cardboard for particular uses. 

Spelling 

Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by 
graphemes, spelling many of these words correctly and making 
phonically-plausible attempts at others. 
To spell compound words 

The sound /igh/ spelt with ‘-y’ at the 
end of words 

cry  
fly 
 dry  
try reply sly  
shy terrify sky 
multiply 
 

English 

 To pick out the main features of a text.   
 To plan what I want to write about using pictures. 
 To understand the structure of a comic book.  
 

We need a superhero – Comic strip 
 
 

Comic strip 
Villain attack news report 
Spelling prompts 
Topic word displays and mats 
Comics 

Maths 
 To assess and review place value, addition and subtraction 

understanding and application 
Maths – Assessment week 
 

 

Week 5 

History 
 

 Describe significant people from the past. 
 Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted as 

they did. 
 Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to 

find out about the past. 
 Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers to 

Nelson Mandela.  
Role play – hot seating.  
Researching different sources.  
 

Tape for Nelson Mandela’s cell activity 
Flip charts 
Video 
Books 
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questions about the past. 
 Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What 

happened? How long ago? 
 

Spelling 

 Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by 
graphemes, spelling many of these words correctly and making 
phonically-plausible attempts at others. 

 To spell contractions 

Adding –ies to nouns and verbs ending 
in -y 
 

flies tries replies copies babies carries cries dries 
marries 

English 

 To write in the style of a comic.  
 To write an expanded noun phrase.  
 To use speech/thought bubbles.  
 To edit and improve my work 

We need a superhero – Comic strip 
 
 

Comic strip 
Villain attack news report 
Spelling prompts 
Topic word displays and mats 
Comics 

Maths 

 To find different combinations of coins that equal the same 
amounts of money (e.g. pupil uses coins to make 50p in different 
ways; pupil can work out how many £2 coins are needed to 
exchange for a £20 note) 

 To solve simple problems in a practical context involving addition 
and subtraction of money of the same unit, including giving 
change 

Maths: 
 To understand pounds and pence 
 To solve simple problems involving 

money 

Coins 
Numicon 
100 squares 
Base 10 blocks 
Number lines 
Multilink 
Maths packs 
Interactive Whiteboard 

Week 6 

History 

 Describe significant people from the past. 
 Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted as 

they did. 
 Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to 

find out about the past. 
 Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers to 

questions about the past. 
 Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What 

happened? How long ago? 
  

 To investigate and interpret the 
past 

 To build an overview of world 
history 

 To understand chronology 
 To communicate historically 

Tape for Nelson Mandela’s cell activity 
Flip charts 
Video 
Books 

Spelling 

 Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by 
graphemes, spelling many of these words correctly and making 
phonically-plausible attempts at others. 

 To spell common exception words 

Adding –ies to nouns and verbs ending 
in -y 
 

find* mind* behind* old* cold* gold* hold* told* 
every* 
everybody* 
 

English 

 To write in the style of a comic.  
 To write an expanded noun phrase.  
 To use speech/thought bubbles.  
 To edit and improve my work 

We need a superhero – Comic strip 
 
 

Comic strip 
Villain attack news report 
Spelling prompts 
Topic word displays and mats 
Comics 
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Maths 

 To find different combinations of coins that equal the same 
amounts of money (e.g. pupil uses coins to make 50p in different 
ways; pupil can work out how many £2 coins are needed to 
exchange for a £20 note) 

 To solve simple problems in a practical context involving addition 
and subtraction of money of the same unit, including giving 
change 

Money  Coins 
Numicon 
100 squares 
Base 10 blocks 
Number lines 
Multilink 
Maths packs 
Interactive Whiteboard 

Week 7 

History 

 Describe significant people from the past. 
 Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted as 

they did. 
 Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to 

find out about the past. 
 Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers to 

questions about the past. 
 Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What 

happened? How long ago? 

Nelson Mandela and Rosa Parks 
Role play – hot seating.  
Researching different sources.  
 

Flip charts 
Video 
Books 

Spelling 

 Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by 
graphemes, spelling many of these words correctly and making 
phonically-plausible attempts at others. 

 To spell common exception words 

Common Exception Words find* mind* behind* old* cold* gold* hold* told* 
every* everybody* 
 

English 
 

 To write independently 
 To comment on similarities and differences between their own 

and others’ work; adapt and improve their own work according 
to its purpose. 

 To self- and peer-assess 
 To use adjectives and noun phrases 
 To use similes 
 To use adverbs 

Comic Book Hot Task  
 
 

Comic strip hot task pro-forma 
Poetry 
Weather-related resources 

Maths 
 

 To recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 
and 10 times tables 

 To write and calculate mathematical statements for 
multiplication and division using X, ÷ and = signs 

 

Multiplication and division  
 
 
 

X table squares 
Numicon 
100 squares 
Base 10 blocks 
Number lines 
Multilink 
Maths packs 
Interactive Whiteboard 

 


