
Literacy Matters 
at West Hove Infant School

Reading and Phonics
Learning at home and at school

-The Reception Year-



Aims of today:

•To explain the school’s approach to the teaching 

of reading and phonics.

•To show the ways your child learns to read in 

school.

•To suggest how you can support your child’s 

reading at home.



Learning to read

What do children need to learn?

• that words carry meaning

• that we read from left to right

• one-to-one correspondence

• to use their knowledge of phonics to blend and segment 

words

• to recognise common words

• to make sense of what they read

• to be able to talk about books

• to feel like a confident ‘reader’

• to enjoy what they read!



Phonics

The school uses the Jolly Phonics and Letters and 

Sounds programme in conjunction with early reading skills. 

Phonics teaches children what sound each letter represents –

this is the first step in children learning how to read. 

Children will begin to recognise letters and the sounds they 

make, which they then use to blend words together.



Insert sound mat picture please!

We teach letters in a non-alphabetical order as the early 

letters we teach can create more words to blend in the 

early stages. 

Phonic Sound mat:



Blending is children sounding out  letters and then 
putting them together to help them read the 
word. For example:

Blending

cat

c  a  t

When you segment a word- you say the whole 
word and then you hear and say each sound 
separately. 

For example  cat  =  c – a – t . This 
helps children hear all  sounds in the correct 
order. 

Segmenting
This is mainly used when children start to 

write. 



For many children, the first word they learn to read 

is their name.  Self-registration helps children to 

discriminate their name from those of other children 

in the class

Jonah





Busy Bees
it

Busy Bees words are taught in phonics. They are Tricky 

words that appear early on in texts, of which children 

do not learn the skills to decode these words until later 

on.
Tricky words are words 

that they are unable to 

sound out. They can only 

be learnt by sight! 

Eg. The I  No  Go  To  Into

Common words appear 

often in texts but can be 

blended together (We give 

out lists)

eg had and get 

Recognising all of these words by sight 

help children speed up their reading and 

enable fluency in the long run.



How we teach Reading in school…….

We provide a range of opportunities for children to 

practise reading skills every day.

Even if your child has not read  1:1  with an adult on a 

particular day, there are still a number of activities and 

different teaching styles which ensure your child has 

access to reading opportunities on a daily basis.



Every week children take part in a Guided Reading session. 

The adult works with a group of children of similar 

attainment. They each have a copy of the text and the 

teacher assesses and supports the progress of each 

individual child.



In Shared Reading the teacher demonstrates and all 

the class read together from a Big Book or the 

Whiteboard.



Games like ‘Word Detective’ help children learn to 

recognise tricky words on sight.



In every classroom the children are surrounded by labels, 

captions and text to support them in their learning.



Children also enjoy 

opportunities to 

read by 

themselves or with 

one another and 

they can listen to 

favourite stories 

over and over 

again.



Each classroom has a selection of real books, which 

children may borrow on any day to read at home.  



On Tuesday and Friday mornings each week, the children will 
select a ‘Banded’ book. They are banded on the phonics phase 
the children are learning.

Children will need to bring the book back before they are able to take 
another one.



Children will need to bring the book back before they are able to take 
another one.

• The learning journals are used to record your child’s reading 
achievement. They are also used to give you information about 
what the children are learning about in Maths and Writing so 
you can support them at home.  

• If you want to support your child then focus on the target out 
of the 3 that is most relevant for your child at that time.

• If your child would like to record their learning in the journals  
please support them with this too.



Helping at home

Read to your child. 
Hearing stories helps children’s 

imaginations and language skills. 

How do you know it’s a word if 

you’ve never heard it before!

Let your child see you read
Even tell them you are reading so it 

is clear you are e.g. I’m just reading 

the shopping list. Let them 

understand how reading helps in 

real life.

Practise their sounds, 

books and busy bees with 

them on a regular basis until they 

know them instantly.

Play games like ‘I 

spy’ which help with sound 

recognition or change it slightly 

and say

‘I Spy a d-o-g.’ What was it?

Play spot the Busy Bee 

Word whilst looking at books 

or as you are out and about.

Most of all – Keep it fun!
If your child is reluctant to read, don’t 

force them it will just put them off!

i

t

See if they can help you 

read the book you are looking 

at. 

Reading familiar books!
Children like to read books over 

and over again – Let them! They 

are practicing skills and learning 

how to be a reader.



Jolly phonics for the iPad:

http://jollylearning.co.uk/jolly-phonics-letter-sounds-app-2/

This website explains what the test is, why we do it and how parents can 

help as well 

as having free test papers from previous years to download...

http://www.sats-papers.co.uk/phonics-screening-check.php

This one is primarily for teachers but can be used at home by parents...

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-2408-year-1-phonics-screening-
check-resource-pack

The Phonics handbook (for parents that want access to all the sheets and 

an in depth explanation, there’s always a few)!

http://webfronter.com/haringey/Nightingale/frontpage/Phonics_Handbo

ok_Jolly_The_3ed_1998_Sue_Lloyd_Jolly_Learning_.pdf

Search on you tube to watch jolly phonic songs phase 2, 3 and 3+

www.youtube/jollyphonics

http://jollylearning.co.uk/jolly-phonics-letter-sounds-app-2/
http://www.sats-papers.co.uk/phonics-screening-check.php
http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-2408-year-1-phonics-screening-check-resource-pack
http://webfronter.com/haringey/Nightingale/frontpage/Phonics_Handbook_Jolly_The_3ed_1998_Sue_Lloyd_Jolly_Learning_.pdf
http://www.youtube/jollyphonics


Thank you for coming

• We hope you have found this 
informative.  

• Remember that children do not all 
develop at the same rate.

• If you have further questions  or 
concerns please speak to your class 
teacher. 

• And remember to keep on having fun!




