
West Hove Infants-‘Aim High and Smile’  

 

 

Curriculum Overview for English 

The  English  curriculum aims to give children a balance of learning about basic skills, such as spelling (including 

phonics), handwriting and punctuation, and introducing children to a variety of different types of writing, for them to 

read and write for themselves. Each term, children will learn about story, poetry and non-fiction writing (report, 

instructions, recounts and explanations). Handwriting and spelling are taught every week at the children’s current 

level. Below is a table to show a typical year of literacy teaching, with examples of how the different types of writing 

may be taught, usually linked to the current class topic. 
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Curriculum Map 

Reception 
 Autumn Term Spring Term  Summer Term 
 Topic Title: 

Magical Me/Honey Pot 
Topic Title: 

I need a hero!/Out of the egg 
Topic Title: 

Great explorers/ 
Splish,Splash,Splosh 

Communication and Language 
Essential Learning Objectives 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 To listen carefully and understand 

 To develop a wide and interesting vocabulary 

 To speak with clarity 

 To tell stories with structure 

 To hold conversations and debates 

 Engage in meaningful discussions in all areas of the curriculum. 

 Listen to and learn a wide range of subject specific vocabulary. 

 Through reading identify vocabulary that enriches and enlivens stories. 

 Speak to small and larger audiences at frequent intervals. 

 Practise and rehearse sentences and stories 

 Listen to and tell stories often so as to internalise the structure. 

Range of Opportunities  Wonderful World of Me 

Literacy: Writing 
Essential Learning Objectives  To draw, write and paint with meaning 

 To write sounds and letters from the alphabet, segmenting and blending to spell simple words.  

 To write own name, labels, captions and explore a range of writing forms.  

 To write simple sentences and read them back.  

 To spell irregular common words and high frequency words. 

 To understand the structure of a sentence and the use of capital letters and full stops.   

Range of Opportunities 
 
 

 Write stories set in places pupils have been. 

 Write stories with imaginary settings. 

 Write stories and plays that use the language of fairy tales and traditional tales. 

 Listen to traditional tales. 
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 Listen to a range of texts. 

 Become familiar with a wide range of texts of different lengths. 

 Discuss books. 

 Use the class and school libraries. 

 Write labels. 

 Write lists. 

 Write captions. 

 Write instructions. 

 Write recounts. 

 Write poems that use pattern, rhyme and description. 

Literacy: Reading  
Essential Learning Objectives  To hear and explore rhyme, rhythm and alliteration  

 To name and sound the letters of the alphabet 

 To segment and blend simple words; decoding regular words 

 To read common irregular words.   

 To enjoy and read a range of books 

 To use vocabulary influenced by their reading 

 To find information from books and computers 

 To read and understand simple sentences and talk about what they have read.  

Range of Opportunities  Listen to traditional tales. 

 Listen to a range of texts. 

 Become familiar with a wide range of texts of different lengths. 

 Discuss books, story settings, plots and characters  

 Use the class and school libraries. 
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Year 1 
 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
 Topic Title: 

Wild and Wonderful  
Topic Title: 

Castles and Caves 
Topic Title: 

The Secret Garden 
Reading 
Essential Learning 
Objectives: 
 

 To read fluently 

 To read words accurately 

 To understand texts 

Range of Opportunities  Listen to traditional tales. 

 Listen to a range of texts. 

 Learn some poems by heart. 

 Become familiar with a wide range of texts of different lengths. 

 Discuss books. 

 Build up a repertoire of poems to recite. 

 Use the class and school libraries. 

 Listen to short novels over time. 

Writing 
Essential Learning 
Objectives: 
 

 Composition 

 To write with purpose 

 To use imaginative description 

 To organise writing appropriately 

 To use sentences appropriately 

 To analyse writing 

 Transcription 

 To present neatly 

 To spell correctly 

 To punctuate accurately 
 

Range of Opportunities  Write stories set in places pupils 
have been. 

 Write stories with imaginary 
settings. 

 Write stories and plays that use 
the language of fairy tales and 
traditional tales. 

 Write labels. 

 Write lists. 

 Write captions. 

 Write instructions. 

 Write recounts. 

 Write glossaries. 

 Present information. 

 Write poems that use pattern, 
rhyme and description. 

Communication 
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Essential Learning 
Objectives: 
 

 To listen carefully and understand 

 To develop a wide and interesting vocabulary 

 To speak with clarity 

 To tell stories with structure 

 To hold conversations and debates 

Range of Opportunities  Engage in meaningful discussions in all areas of the curriculum. 

 Listen to and learn a wide range of subject specific vocabulary. 

 Through reading identify vocabulary that enriches and enlivens stories. 

 Speak to small and larger audiences at frequent intervals. 

 Practise and rehearse sentences and stories, gaining feedback on the 

 overall effect and the use of standard English. 

 Listen to and tell stories often so as to internalise the structure. 
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Year 2 
 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
 Topic Title: 

To Infinity and beyond/ 
Heroes and Villains 

Topic Title: Into the Jungle Topic Title: 
Wonders of the night/ Beside the 

seaside 
Reading 
Essential Learning 
Objectives: 
 

To read fluently 
To read words accurately 
To understand texts 

Range of Opportunities Listen to and learn a range of story 
types. 
Listen to and learn range of recount 
and non-fiction texts. 
Learn some poems by heart. 
Become familiar with a wide range 
of texts of different lengths. 
Discuss books. 
Build up a repertoire of poems to 
recite. 
Use the class and school libraries. 
Listen to short novels over time. 

  

Writing 
Essential Learning 
Objectives: 
 

Composition 
To write with purpose 
To use imaginative description 
To organise writing appropriately 
To use sentences appropriately 
 
Reflection 
To analyse writing 
To self- and peer-assess 

Transcription 
To present neatly 
To spell correctly 
To punctuate accurately 
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Range of Opportunities Alien fact files 
Information text (Space fact files) 
Stories with imaginary settings (The 
way back home) 
Alien poetry 
GPS toolkits 
Letter writing (save the school!) 
Narrative (Comic strips) 

Descriptive poetry (rainforest animal 
description) 
Information texts (Rainforest animals) 
Stories from another culture (Narrative 
– The Hunter) 
Writing for different purposes  
(Jonny Baxter) 
 

Magical stories (Narrative – The Magic 
Pebble) 
Beach poetry  
Brighton tour guides (Non-fiction 
reports) 
Mr Men stories (Narrative – humour) 

Communication 
Essential Learning 
Objectives: 
 

 To listen carefully and understand 

 To develop a wide and interesting vocabulary 

 To speak with clarity 

 To tell stories with structure 

 To hold conversations and debates 

Range of Opportunities  Engage in meaningful discussions in all areas of the curriculum. 

 Listen to and learn a wide range of subject specific vocabulary. 

 Through reading identify vocabulary that enriches and enlivens stories. 

 Speak to small and larger audiences at frequent intervals. 

 Practise and rehearse sentences and stories, gaining feedback on the 

 overall effect and the use of standard English. 

 Listen to and tell stories often so as to internalise the structure. 

 Debate issues and formulate well-constructed points. 

 


